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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Township Service Department on July 28, 2025.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff 
Markley, Dr. Michael Bates, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice 
Sugarman.  Mr. Markley presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees and Appointment of 
Public Official per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed: Mr. Markley, aye; Dr. 

Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:00 P.M. to go into executive session. 
 
Victor Como was invited into executive session at 6:01 P.M. and left at 6:20 P.M.  
 
Steve Averill and Frank Kolk were invited into executive session at 6:21 P.M. and left 

at 6:40 P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:04 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 1. Add:  Settlement Agreement Resolution to Trustees – New Business 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Dr. Bates moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ July 14, 2025 regular 
meeting as written. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 
Bates, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 

 
Dean Conley, First Energy 
 
 Mr. Dean Conly reintroduced himself to the trustees since he is taking over this 
territory once again.  He then discussed with the trustees and residents what to do in a 
storm emergency situation 
 
Aurora Park – Cullen Meves, Denise Januska, Harry Stark – MKSK 
 
 Ms. Cullen Meves showed the trustees the plans for Aurora Park, which will be built 
partially in Bainbridge on land owned by the City of Aurora.  There will be three phases. 
Phase I is happening now.  Phase II will begin in 2026, and Phase III will begin in 2029. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Assistant Chief Wayne Burge presented the fire department report for the month of 
June 2025. He reported 122 EMS calls and 84 fire/other calls.  The complete fire report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of June 
2025. He reported that the two weeks of Safety Town were completed and were a great 
success.  This included a Parents’ Day where the fire and police chiefs discussed what 
parents need to know about safety plans at school, etc. The complete police report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of June 2025.  
The zoning department took in $1,725.00 in receipts in June. There were three new housing 
starts and eleven total permits issued for the month. The complete zoning report is attached 
to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of Public Employee 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to accept the resignation of Lisa Budny from her role as 
administrative assistant to the fire department due to personal reasons effective July 25, 
2025 and per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
Training Request – Lt. Riley 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the training request for Lt. Jim Riley to attend 
the Fire Officer III and IV training online through Cuyahoga Community College from 
October 19 – December 13, 2025 at an estimated cost of $660.00 per the recommendation 
of the fire chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – Bixler 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the training request for Jonathan Bixler to 
attend the Fire and Emergency Services Instructor training at the Hudson Fire Department 
from October 6-8, 2025 at an estimated cost of $1,445.60 per the recommendation of the 
fire chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request to Accept Donation 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donation of $125.00 from a 
grateful patient in accordance with ORC 505.10, and with extreme gratitude for the 
donation which will be used towards meals for the fire department crew from that shift. 
 
WW Williams Agreement 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the agreement with WW Williams for generator 
services from August 2025 - August 2026 in the amount of $4,680.00 and authorize the 
chair to sign the agreement which has been reviewed by legal counsel per the 
recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS  
 
Police Department Roof Replacement 
 

 Dr. Bates made a motion to rescind the agreement for roofing with Ken’s Parkhill that 
was approved at the July 14, 2025 BOT meeting per the recommendation of the police chief 
and the service director. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to publicly solicit bids for the 

replacement of the police station roof and further authorize the service department to 

advertise the project for competitive bidding.  

 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Cemetery Deed  
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to grant cemetery deed #665 for one grave in the 
amount of $800.00 to Robert and Geraldine Lehmann of 8768 E. Craig Drive, Chagrin 
Falls, OH  44023. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 13E, Lot No. 1, 
Grave 5.   Jeff Villers and Glenn Knific attested to their signatures. 
 
Bid Award Recommendation – Town Hall 
 
 The bids for the town hall project are still being reviewed and evaluated for the 
lowest and best bid.  The trustees will accept a bid at a future meeting. 
  
TRUSTEES – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Road Levy Renewal Resolution 
 

Dr. Bates moved to pass Resolution 07282025-D to declare it necessary to place a 
2.0 mill road renewal levy on the ballot in the November 4, 2025 general election, per the 
recommendation of the service director having been verified by the fiscal officer. 
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Engagement Letter – McCarthy Lebit 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to engage Mark Wallach from McCarthy Lebit Crystal & 
Liffman Co., LPA at a rate of $550.00/hour to handle the Vision dispute and authorize the 
chair to sign the engagement letter. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Settlement Agreement  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to accept and approve Resolution 07282025-A, the 
Settlement Agreement with Vision Development, Inc., to resolve the dispute and litigation 
through this agreement as written per the recommendation of legal counsel. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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 The trustees were in general agreement to send the letter from legal counsel, Tom 
FitzSimmons, to Vision Development regarding numerous safety issues including the 
unlocked doors in all the buildings.  
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Hearing for Z-2025-2 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to recess this regular meeting at 8:01 P.M. and call to order 
this public hearing to consider Z-2025-2. Legal notice of this public hearing was published in 
the News Herald paper on July 18, 2025. Additionally, the proposed zoning amendment Z-
2025-2 has been available for public examination and review at the Township Fiscal Office 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. from July 18, 2024 through July 28, 2025. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
   
 Public Hearing: Z-2025-2 proposes to amend Chapters 105, 109, 117, 133, 134, 135, 
139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 155, 160, 161, and 173 in accordance with ORC Section 519.12. 
The proposed amendment has been reviewed by legal counsel and the Geauga County 
Planning Commission. 
 

Mr. Markley called for comments in favor of the amendment. There were none. 
 
Mr. Markley called for comments not in favor the amendment. There were none. 

 
Since there were no other comments from the public, the trustees closed the public 

hearing and reconvened their regular meeting at 8:05 P.M.   
 
Adoption of Z-2025-2 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to adopt Resolution 07282025-B, approving Zoning 
Amendment Z-2025-2, noting that the Zoning Commission and the trustees considered 
comments from the Geauga County Planning Commission as well as comments from the 
township’s legal counsel.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing for Z-2025-3 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to recess this regular meeting at 8:05 P.M. and call to order 
this public hearing to consider Z-2025-3. Legal notice of this public hearing was published in 
the News Herald paper on July 18, 2025. Additionally, the proposed zoning amendment Z-
2025-3 has been available for public examination and review at the Township Fiscal Office 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. from July 18, 2025 through July 28, 2025. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
   
 Public Hearing: Z-2025-3 proposes to amend the Bainbridge Township Zoning Map 
in accordance with ORC Section 519.12. The proposed amendment has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and the Geauga County Planning Commission. 
 

Mr. Markley called for comments in favor of the amendment. There were none. 
 
Mr. Markley called for comments not in favor the amendment. There were none. 

 
Since there were no other comments from the public, the trustees closed the public 

hearing and reconvened their regular meeting at 8:09 P.M.   
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Adoption of Z-2025-3 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to adopt Resolution 07282025-C, approving Zoning 
Amendment Z-2025-3, noting that the Zoning Commission and the trustees considered 
comments from the Geauga County Planning Commission as well as comments from the 
township’s legal counsel.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 *Both zoning amendments shall become effective in thirty days unless a valid 
referendum petition is submitted to the Board of Trustees pursuant to ORC 519.12. 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to hire Frank Kolk as a temporary assistant zoning 
inspector at an hourly rate of $22.50 per hour effective July 29, 2025 for approximately 90 
days and conditioned upon successful completion of pre-employment testing per the 
recommendation of the zoning inspector. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal, & Liffman Co. LPA – Legal Fees - $3,597.00 (General) 
2. WW Williams – Generator Services - $4,680.00 (All) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Singerman Mills – Geauga Lake Development - $5624.00 (General)  
2. Singerman Mills – Signature Square - $59.20 (General) 

 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE RENEWALS/APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificates 

1. Repairs & Maintenance - $10,000.00 (Roads) 
2. Operating Supplies - $1,000.00 (Parks) 
3. Admin – Operating Supplies - $1,000.00 (General) 
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FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 07282025-E as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    

 
- Resolution to certify the Then and Now Certificate for payment for services 
provided in June 2025 - $3,597.00 
 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 07282025-F as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     

 
- Resolution to increase appropriations for 2025 in Permanent Funds 4951 and 4954 

 - $539.79 
 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 07282025-G as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     

 
- Resolution to increase appropriations in the amount of $441,541.74 – General 

 Bond Retirement Fund (3101-910-910-0000) – Transfer out; and further certify 
 revenue increasing the Police Levy Fund (2081-931-0000) - $441,542.74 

 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 07282025-H as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    

 
- Resolution to authorize an inter-fund transfer and reclassification of permanent 
funds from 4951, 4952, 4953, and 4954 to the Cemetery Fund 2041 - $1,733.54 
 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated July 15, 2025 through July 28, 2025 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices July 15, 2025 through July 
28, 2025 consisting of warrants #45679 through #45750 in the amount of $355,911.00. 

 
NOTE: A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Glenn Knific asked the trustees if the had been in conversation with South 
Russell regarding fire or EMS services.  The trustees have not heard anything. 
 Mr. Frances Paterek of 9175 Charles Road asked the service department to contact 
ODOT to clean up the rubbish they left under the 422 bridge on 306. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
 1. GGP: Thank you note for supporting their organization again this year. 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 None. 
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Dr. Bates made a motion to adjourn with a second 
by Mrs. O’Brien and the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 




































































