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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Township Service Department on June 23, 2025.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff 
Markley, Dr. Michael Bates, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice 
Sugarman.  Mr. Markley presided and called the meeting to order at 6:28 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed: Mr. Markley, aye; Dr. 

Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:28 P.M. to go into executive session. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:00 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 Late Addition: Engagement Letter for Counsel for BWC Claim 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Dr. Bates moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ June 9, 2025 regular 
meeting as written. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 
Bates, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 

 
Chuck Walder, Geauga County Auditor - IT Update 
 
 Auditor Walder gave an update on recent breaches in security throughout the state 
and how those breaches affect Geauga County.  He had two requests of the township:  

1. Do not use public Wi-Fi at any events or trainings outside of the township. 
2. Do not click on any QR codes. 

He also informed the trustees that ADP is planning more security updates on all county 
networks and systems.  
 
Adam Wohlever and Jeff Johnson, ODNR 
 
 ODNR would like to dedicate and manage the Centerville Mills falls area as a State 
Nature Preserve.  They have some options for the trustees to consider before dedicating the 
property.  The trustees will consider and discuss at a future meeting. 
  
DS Architects, Jeff Meyers and Drew Thompson – Town Hall Renovation 
 
 Mr. Thompson gave an update on town hall renovation plans.  They have reworked 
the bid documents and are ready to go out to bid.  There were questions and comments 
from Ted Seliga and Chief Jon Bokovitz.  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to authorize the bidding package of alterations to the town 
hall with bids to be received by the fiscal office by July 25, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. with a pre-bid 
conference on July 14, 2025 at 9:00 A.M. and the work expected to be completed by 
November 28, 2025. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, abstain; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 
Bates, aye.  Motion carried. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Assistant Chief Bill Lovell presented the fire department report for the month of May 
2025.  He reminded residents to wear bike helmets while biking, keep an eye out for bikes 
and motorcycles while driving, and move their grills off of their porches. The complete fire 
report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of May 
2025.  He reported that Safety Town is coming up the weeks of July 7, 2025 and July 14, 
2025.  The proceeds fund scholarships for Kenston seniors. The complete police report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of May 2025.  
The zoning department took in $3,825.00 in receipts in May. There were no new housing 
starts, and 17 total permits issued for the month.  The complete zoning report is attached to 
and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Grade Change Request 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the grade change request for Patrol Officer 
Samantha Jeavons to a Grade A Patrol Officer at an annual salary of $91,764.47 effective 
the June 28, 2025 pay period and per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Resignation of Public Employee 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to accept the resignation of Patrol officer Tyler Butler from 
the Bainbridge Township Police Department effective July 7, 2025 per the recommendation 
of the police chief and with many thanks for his service to the township. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Request to Rehire Public Employee 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to rehire Patrol Officer Rachael Cagwin as a Grade B 
Patrol Officer at a starting salary of $81,807.55 effective July 7, 2025 with a 12-month 
probationary period per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution of Convenience & Necessity – Improvements of Abby Road Culvert CU-0.01 
 
 Dr. Bates moved to authorize Resolution 06232025-A, Resolution of 
Convenience and Necessity for the Improvements of Abby Road Culvert CU-0.01, 
allowing the Geauga County Engineer to prepare engineering plans in accordance with 
Section 5573.01 of the Ohio Revised Code based on the recommendation of the service 
director and the Geauga County Engineer.  The resolution is attached and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
Hyfi Water Level Sensors Agreement - CRWP 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve and allow the chair to sign the Cost-Share 
Agreement with Chagrin River Watershed Partners for Hyfi Water Level Sensor Network for 
2025 in the amount of $6,900.00 per the recommendation of the service director. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
  
Dex Imaging Agreement 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the sales order/service agreement with Dex 
Imaging for a copier lease in the amount of $188.00 per month for 63 months as reviewed 
by legal counsel and further authorize the chair to sign the agreement per the 
recommendation of the service director 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to grant cemetery deed #664 for one grave in the 
amount of $800.00 to Peter & Erin Baumgartner of 16850 Snyder Road, Chagrin Falls, 
OH  44023. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 13E, Lot No. 79, 
Grave 5.   Residents Glenn Knific and Bill Measures attested to their signatures. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Hearing for 2026 Tax Budget 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to recess this regular meeting at 7:38 P.M. to convene the 
public hearing for the Bainbridge Township 2026 Tax Budget.   

 
Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Markley opened the public hearing and verified that notice of the public hearing 

had been duly advertised, and copies of the proposed budget available in the Fiscal Office 
for public inspection and review as required by law. Mrs. Sugarman explained the process 
that goes in to creating the yearly budget.  She also recommended changes to the budget 
based on discussions in the earlier work session.  The TIF #1 fund now shows $270,500.00 
in expenditures for 2026, and the TIF #2 fund shows $60,500.00. 
 

Mr. Markley called for comments in favor of the budget. Mr. Glenn Knific and Mr. Ted 
Seliga spoke on behalf of the budget. 
 

Mr. Markley called for comments against the budget.  There were none.  
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Since there were no other comments from the public, the trustees closed the public 

hearing and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:49 P.M.   
 
2026 Tax Budget Approval 
 
 Dr. Bates moved to approve the 2026 Tax Budget for submission to the County 
Auditor for review with the changes made after discussions held in the Public Hearing and 
the recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Geauga County ADP – 2 Dell Computers for Fiscal - $2,600.00 (General)  
2. Technology Express – Desktop Computers - $7,944.00 (Fire) 
3. Geauga County ADP – Laptop Computers - $2,600.00 (Fire) 
4. Firecom – Communication Head Set for Pumper - $7,500.00 (Fire) 
5. Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc. – 4 Hyfi Sensors and Associated Monitoring 
 Services - $6,900.00 (General) 
6. SealMaster – Crack Seal - $16,650.00 (Roads) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Kimble Recycling & Disposal, Inc. – Trash Week 2025 - $3,603.80 (General) 
2. Allied Corporation – Asphalt Material - $10,613.77 (Roads) 
3. Cable Communications, Inc. – Fiber Install Bainbridge PD to Bainbridge Fire 

Department - $14,026.20 (General) 
4. Tri Mor Corporation – Pay Application No. 1 – Reconstruction of Plum Creek Trail 

Southbrook Trail - $106,229.00 (Roads) 
5. Baumann Enterprises, Inc. – Removal of Scaffolding Out of Building at 17826 

Chillicothe Road - $58,000.00 (General) 
 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 06232025-B as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    

 
- Resolution to transfer and reclassify funds 4951, 4952, and 4953 to the Cemetery 
Fund 2041 in accordance with ORC 517.15 - $1,945.43  
 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated June 10, 2025 through June 23, 2025 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices June 10, 2025 through June 
23, 2025 consisting of warrants #45488 through #45554 in the amount of $84,493.35. 

 
NOTE: A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
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PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Ted Seliga thanked the fiscal office for all of the great reporting.  Mr. Glenn Knific 
asked if the trustees were going to attend the Commissioners meeting in the morning since 
they were voting on NOACA plan.  He asked if NOACA had incorporated any of the trustees’ 
suggestions.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE  

1. KCE – Email to the trustees outlining where AED’s were located on Bainbridge 
Township fields and parks and explaining the plans for using them throughout the 
year. 

 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
Engagement Letter - Littler 
 
 Dr. bates made a motion to engage Nate Pangrace from Littler at a rate of 
$585.00/hour to handle the pending BWC claim with an initial cap of $15,000.00. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 

Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Dr. Bates made a motion to adjourn with a second 
by Mrs. O’Brien and the meeting was adjourned at 8:29 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 




















