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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Township Service Department on May 27, 2025.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff 
Markley, Dr. Michael Bates, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice 
Sugarman.  Mr. Markley presided and called the meeting to order at 6:33 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed: Mr. Markley, aye; Dr. 

Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:33 P.M. to go into executive session. 
   
Riley D’Ornellas, Chief Jon Bokovitz, and Lt. Kurt Dreger were invited into executive 

session at 6:33 P.M. and left at 6:55 P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:00 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
1. Tabled regular meeting minutes from May 12, 2025 
2. Move police hire to beginning of meeting 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Dr. Bates moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ May 12, 2025 special 
meeting as written. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 
Bates, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to hire Riley G. D’Ornellas as a Grade C Bainbridge 
Township Police Officer/Constable with a starting annual salary of $76,893.18 effective May 
28, 2025 per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SWEARING-IN  
 
 Riley G. D’Ornellas was sworn in as a Police Office/Constable of the Bainbridge 
Township Police Department by Trustee Kristina O’Brien. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  
 
Kristi Pinkley, Geauga Public Health 
 
 Ms. Pinkley gave an operational update on the septic system enforcement that 
begins this month. The state mandated the testing in 2015, with enforcement starting this 
year.  Bainbridge Township has 82 residents that need to complete the testing.  They are 
receiving certified letters this week.  Kristi will send us a link to their website for additional 
information. 
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Bainbridge Civic Club - Amphitheater 
 
 Mark Lindhurst of the Bainbridge Civic Club presented a proposal to the trustees for 
an amphitheater at Centerville Mills Park.  They would raise the money over five years, build 
the amphitheater, and then donate it to the township. The trustees were in general 
agreement to allow the Civic Club to work with the conservancy for the easement to see if 
the project is even feasible.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of April 2025. 
She reported 185 calls in April. Fire runs are up almost 20%. The Fire Prevention Bureau, 
led by Assistant Chief Lovell, had 155 inspection events in April. The chief also reported that 
the new hires are going through training and orientation to be able to fully cover shifts.  She 
mentioned that the fire department will be purchasing a stair chair because of the Vision 
Development with 3-4 stories in their buildings and no elevators.  This will help the 
firefighters avoid injuries.  Lastly, she reminded residents to keep their hydrants, if they have 
them, clear of grass and brush so they are accessible to fire personnel. The complete fire 
report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 There was no verbal police department report for the month of April 2025. The 
complete police report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of April 2025.  
The zoning department took in $5,072.00 in receipts in April. There were three new housing 
starts and sixteen total permits issued for the month. Mr. Averill reminded the trustees that a 
new zoning amendment will be presented to them soon. The complete zoning report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Janice Sugarman presented the fiscal report for April 2025. The general fund 
balance as of April 30, 2025 was $2,517,099.50.  She reported that Eliza Jennings paid the 
PILOT payment. The Solon JEDD payment was received in the amount of $35,402.  In 
addition, Kenston paid the salt invoice of $19,700.15.  Lastly, she mentioned that the fiscal 
office has worked with all of the department heads to create the 2026 budget.  The public 
hearing for the tax budget will be June 23, 2025 at 7:30 P.M. The complete fiscal 
department report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Scott Morgan of Vision Development asked the fire chief if she was really ordering 
the stair chair because of Vision’s buildings.  She responded that it was true, although once 
purchased, they will use it in other areas of the township.  
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of Public Employee – Buday 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to accept the resignation of Abbie Buday from the 
Bainbridge Township Fire Department effective May 17, 2025 per the recommendation of 
the fire chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Request to Accept Donations 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donation of $1,000.00 from 
an anonymous donor who was helped significantly by the fire department in accordance 
with ORC 505.10, and with extreme gratitude for the donation which will be used for their 
peer support program. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Declare Obsolete 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to declare the following items obsolete and no longer 
needed by the township pursuant to ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the parks and 
properties superintendent. 
 

- Furnace model #RCF6024STAMCA 
- A/C Coil RA1660AJ1NB 
- A/C Condenser R96VA1152524MSA 

 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Approval to sell on Govdeals.com  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to allow the listing of the obsolete items on Govdeals.com 
for sale in accordance with ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the parks and 
properties superintendent. 
  
 Mr. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Request to Declare Obsolete 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to declare the following items obsolete and no longer 
needed by the township pursuant to ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the assistant 
service director. 
 

- Mohawk Tire dolly 
- Pallet of Miscellaneous shop supplies and partes 

 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Approval to sell on Govdeals.com  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to allow the listing of the obsolete items on Govdeals.com 
for sale in accordance with ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the assistant service 
director. 
  
 Mr. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to grant cemetery deed #663 for two graves in the 
amount of $1,600.00 to Lucia Chelbezan of 8781 Eastbrook Circle, Chagrin Falls, OH  
44023. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 13E, Lot No. 65, 
Graves 1 and 2.  Mark Lindhurst and Glenn Knific attested to their signatures. 
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TRUSTEES – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Approval of New PPM 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the new version of the Bainbridge Township 
Personnel Policy Manual with the changes discussed effective immediately per the 
recommendation of the trustees and legal counsel. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
208 Plan Discussion 
 
 Nick Gorris of the Department of Water Resources discussed the 208 plan with the 
trustees.  He explained that NOACA requires an update every five years.  The trustees need 
to acknowledge the plan for Bainbridge Township before June 20, 2025.  Steve Averill will 
provide Water Resources and NOACA a list of concerns by the deadline.  
 
TRUSTEES – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Email Security Discussion 
 
 The trustees discussed a plan for ensuring email security at the township.  The 
County IT department, ADP, sends random tests for phishing to all entities on their network.  
Bainbridge Township employees have improved, but there are still a few people that need 
additional training.  The trustees discussed discipline for repeat offenders.   
 
Natural Gas Supplier 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve a 12-month rate with Constellation Energy for 
natural gas and authorize the fiscal officer to sign the contract.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Guardian Renewal 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to renew the agreement with Guardian for dental benefits 
with a 3% increase from last year, and further authorize the chair to sign the agreement, per 
the recommendation of the fiscal officer.  There is no increase for employees, as the 
increase is absorbed by the township. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Vision – Request for Approval 
 
 Mr. Scott Morgan from Vision Development requested from the Board of Trustees 
occupancy for additional units.  Zoning Inspector Steve Averill and Assistant Fire Chief Bill 
Lovell had concerns regarding the safety of the occupants due to the ongoing construction. 
In addition, certain conditions were not met for Phase I.  The zoning department will meet 
with Vision again to make sure the conditions are met and the area is safe before the 
trustees approve occupancy.  
 
Zoning Commission Resignation 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to accept the resignation of Stephanie Puzzo from the 
Bainbridge Township Zoning Commission affective immediately with many thanks for her 
two years of service to the township. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Set Public Hearing Date 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to set the public hearing date for Tax Budget 2026 for June 
23, 2025 at 7:30 P.M. per the recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Craun-Liebing Company – TH Sewage Lift Pumps - $9,461.45 (All) 
2. Stryker Sales, LLC – Hydraulic Stair Chair - $17,800.00 (Fire) 

 
EMERGENCY PO RATIFICATION 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to ratify the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 - Southeastern Equipment Co. – Gradall Repair - $6,823.09 (Roads) 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 
 1. Allied Corporation –Asphalt Material - $9,488.35 (Roads) 
 2. Kimble Recycling & Disposal, Inc. – Trash Week 2025 - $3,795.92 (Roads) 
 3. D.E. Williams Electric, Inc. – Move Panel & Relocate Amp -$12,750.00 (General) 

 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE RENEWALS/APPROVALS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the blanket certificates listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificate 

 1. Small Tools and Minor Equipment - $1,000.00 (Fire) 
 2. Training Services - $2,000.00 (Roads) 
 3. Office Supplies - $500,00 (Roads) 
 4. Admin - $5,000.00 (Other Expenses) 
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FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 05272025-A as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

 - To establish a capital reserve fund for the Fire Department and inter-fund 
 transfer for Fiscal Year 2025 - $500,000.00 
  

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 05272025-B as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

 - Inter-fund transfer to the General Reserve Fund for Fiscal Year 2025 - 
 $95,000.00 
 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 05272025-C as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

 - Inter-fund transfer to the Police Reserve Fund for Fiscal Year 2025 - 
 $500,000.00 
 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated May 13, 2025 through May 27, 2025 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices May 13, 2025 through May 
27, 2025 consisting of warrants #45348 through #45416 in the amount of $28,208.86. 

 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Glenn Knific asked if the delay in approving Big Dipper Rad is because of ICP and 
the TIF.  The trustees speculated that it is the reason. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
1. NOPEC Annual Report 
2. Historical Society Newsletter 
3. Letter from commissioners praising the service department for Clen-up days, specifically 
for the senior trash pick-up 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 None. 
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 

Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Dr. Bates made a motion to adjourn with a second 
by Mrs. O’Brien and the meeting was adjourned at 9:33 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 






































