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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Township Service Department on April 28, 2025.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff 
Markley, Dr. Michael Bates, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice 
Sugarman.  Mr. Markley presided and called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed: Mr. Markley, aye; Dr. 

Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:02 P.M. to go into executive session. 
 
Chief Metz and Alex Black were invited into executive session at 6:30 P.M. and Mr. 

Black left at 6:39 P.M. 
 
Erik Johnson was invited into executive session at 6:40 P.M. and left at 6:49 P.M. 

with Chief Metz. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:00 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 None. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Dr. Bates moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ April 14, 2025 regular 
meeting as written. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 
Bates, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Employment of Public Employees – Full-time 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to hire Abigail Buday as a full-time Firefighter C to the 
Bainbridge Township Fire Department at a starting annual salary of $76,893.18 with a 
$1,400.00 uniform allowance effective May 5, 2025 contingent upon completion of all pre-
employment testing per the recommendation of the fire chief.  
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Bates made a motion to hire Sullivan Staub as a full-time Probationary Firefighter 

F to the Bainbridge Township Fire Department at a starting annual salary of $65,915.75 with 
a $1,400.00 uniform allowance effective May 5, 2025 contingent upon completion of all pre-
employment testing per the recommendation of the fire chief.  
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Bates made a motion to hire Erik Johnson as a full-time Firefighter C to the 

Bainbridge Township Fire Department at a starting annual salary of $76,893.18 with a 
$1,400.00 uniform allowance effective May 4, 2025 contingent upon completion of all pre-
employment testing per the recommendation of the fire chief.  
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Employment of Public Employees – Part-time 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to hire Michael Cardaman as a part-time Probationary 
Firefighter to the Bainbridge Township Fire Department at a starting hourly pay of $18.64 
with a $600.00 uniform allowance effective May 4, 2025 contingent upon completion of all 
pre-employment testing per the recommendation of the fire chief.  
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 

 Dr. Bates made a motion to hire Alexander Black as a part-time Probationary 
Firefighter to the Bainbridge Township Fire Department at a starting hourly pay of $18.64 
with a $600.00 uniform allowance effective May 4, 2025 contingent upon completion of all 
pre-employment testing per the recommendation of the fire chief.  
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SWEARING-IN  
 
 All five of the new hires were sworn in as firefighters of the Bainbridge Township Fire 
Department by Trustee Kristina O’Brien. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of March 
2025.  She thanked the residents for passing the levy that allowed her to hire five new 
firefighters, especially coming into their busiest time of year.  She reported that the 
department has seen three house fires so far this year.  Only one was a total loss. She also 
reminded everyone that you need open burn permits from Lake County if you are planning 
to burn. The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of March 
2025.  He reported that there were more Group A offenses this month due to an increase in 
fraud reports.  He also wanted the residents to know that the department has 25 full-time 
employees keeping our township safe.  The complete police report is attached to and 
becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of March 
2025.  The zoning department took in $8,050.00 in receipts in March. There were four new 
housing starts, and 14 total permits issued for the month. He also reported that the Meijer 
store design has already been approved, but they have additional questions for the trustees. 
The complete zoning report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Accept Donations – Egg Hunt 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donations from the Annual 
Egg Hunt as outlined in the attached memo in accordance with ORC 505.10, and with 
extreme gratitude for the donations which helped make the day a success. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Fireworks Agreement with Kenston 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the agreement between Bainbridge Township 
and Kenston Schools for a fireworks event to be held at Kenston High School on July 3, 
2025 (with a July 6th rain date) as written and approved by legal counsel. 
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 
Bates, abstain. Motion carried. 
 
TRUSTEES – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Updated PPM 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to distribute the updated PPM for employee 
review.  The trustees will plan to approve the PPM at the May 27, 2025 meeting. 
 
TRUSTEES – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Solid Waste Management Plan  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 04282025-A, approval of the Solid 
Waste Management Plan for the Geauga-Trumbull Solid Waste Management District. 
 
  Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution to Remove Special Assessments 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve resolution 04282025-B, to remove special 
assessments previously levied for certain public improvements in cooperation with the 
Bainbridge Township energy special improvement district. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Noise Resolution Discussion 
 
 Based on ORC 505.172, the trustees held a brief discussion on noise resolutions.  
The police currently can ticket for noise disturbances under the disorderly conduct statute.  
No action was taken at this time. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
208 Discussion 
 
 The trustees discussed the current 208 plan.  There is a 5-year review being 
conducted by NOACA.  The trustees want the Bainbridge Township language to only have 
two options for sewers.  They want to remove the “may be sewered” designation.  The 
zoning department is reaching out to the Department of Water Resources for additional 
information and a possible presentation on May 27, 2025. 
 
Public Hearing for Z-2025-1 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to recess this regular meeting at 78:40 P.M. and call to 
order this public hearing to consider Z-2025-1. Legal notice of this public hearing was 
published in the News Herald paper on April 18, 2025. Additionally, the proposed zoning 
amendment Z-2025-1 has been available for public examination and review at the Township 
Fiscal Office from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. from April 18, 2024 through April 28, 2025. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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 Public Hearing: Z-2025-1 proposes to amend Chapter 105 – Definitions and Chapter 
135 – R-5A Rural Open Residential District in accordance with ORC Section 519.12. The 
proposed amendment has been reviewed by legal counsel and the Geauga County 
Planning Commission. 
 

Mr. Markley called for comments in favor of the amendment. There were none. 
 
Mr. Markley called for comments not in favor the amendment. There were none. 

 
Since there were no other comments from the public, the trustees closed the public 

hearing and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:41 P.M.   
 
Adoption of Z-2025-1 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to adopt Resolution 04282025-C, approving Zoning 
Amendment Z-2025-1, noting that the Zoning Commission and the trustees considered 
comments from the Geauga County Planning Commission as well as comments from the 
township’s legal counsel.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 *This zoning amendment shall become effective in thirty days unless a valid 
referendum petition is submitted to the Board of Trustees pursuant to ORC 519.12. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Declare Obsolete 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to declare the following items obsolete and no longer 
needed by the township and to dispose of the obsolete monitors, pursuant to ORC 505.10, 
per the recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 

- 3 planar computer monitors 
- 1 Dell computer monitor 

 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Preston Chevrolet Kia – Vehicle Acquisition (2 New Cruisers) - $58,526.00 (Police) 
2. Hall Public Safety Upfitters – Equipment Outfitting - $26,981.50 (Police) 
3. Enbridge Gas Ohio – Gas Company - $4,000.00 (Roads) 
4. Vancuren Services, Inc. – Tree & Brush Removal - $14,585.00 (Roads) 

 
EMERGENCY PO RATIFICATION 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to ratify the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 - Forensic Psychological Center of NE Ohio – New Hire Assessments - $5,000 (Fire) 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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INVOICE APPROVALS 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 
 1.  Singerman Mills – GL Development - $1,598.40 (General) 
 2. Singerman Mills – ESID/PACE Funding - $355.20 (General) 
 3. Singerman Mills – Zoning-Signature Square - $207.20 (General) 
 4. Allied Corporation – Asphalt Material - $12,098.88 (Roads) 
 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE RENEWALS/REQUESTS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificate 
 1.  General Reserve Fund – Improvement of Sites - $500,000.00 - Super BC 
 
Checks Dated April 15, 2025 through April 28, 2025 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices April 15, 2025 through April 
28, 2025 consisting of warrants #45212 through #45266 in the amount of $75,294.37. 

 
NOTE: A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Jeff Villers of Snyder Road asked if there was a timeline for the demolition of the 
town hall.  Mr. Stanek responded that they are hoping to get started very soon.  They are 
waiting on confirmation from the utilities companies.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE  

1. Housing Ohio – Plans and Tools Infill Development seminar – April 30, 2025 9-11 am 
2. CRWP – Letter from Dane Davis requesting guidance 
3. Geauga County Planning Commission – Norfolk Southern Railway abandonment 
4. Jay Agrwal – looking for JEDD information 
5. GO Rail – seeking a letter of support 

 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
             Monday, April 28,                                                                                                  25 
  

6 
 

 
Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 

Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Dr. Bates made a motion to adjourn with a second 
by Mrs. O’Brien and the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 
































