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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on October 28, 2024.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and Dr. 
Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman.  Trustee Mr. Jeff Markley was 
absent.  Mrs. O’Brien presided and called the meeting to order at 6:03 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and Appointment of Public Official per Ohio Revised Code 
Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. 

O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:03 P.M. to go into executive session.   
 
Brad Fellenstein, Jim Stanek, and Alex Hansel were invited into executive session at 

6:20 P.M. Mike Mariola joined at 6:22.  Everyone left at 6:31 P.M.  
 
Dan Tutolo was invited into executive session at 6:34 P.M. and left at 6:51 P.M.  

 
The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 

at 7:00 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Late Addition: Invoice Approval – Singerman Mills - $11,396.00 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the minutes of the trustees’ October 14, 
2024 regular meeting as written. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

LT. James Riley presented the fire department report for the month of September 
2024.  The station was empty 64 times throughout the month with 79 overlapping calls.  Lt. 
Riley reminded residents to have their chimneys and furnaces serviced and inspected 
before winter.  In addition, make sure space heaters are plugged directly into the wall.  He 
also reminded everyone to change the batteries in their smoke detectors with the time 
change.  The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of 
September 2024.  He reported that Group A offenses were down to 21 in September.  
Twelve of those were retail theft.  The police department conducted a self defense class for 
women that was very well attended.  They will be scheduling another based on its 
popularity. The complete police report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
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ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of September 
2024.  The zoning department took in $3,400.00 in receipts in September with three new 
housing starts and 18 total permits issued for the month. The complete zoning report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mr. Max Yost of 18145 Rolling Brook Drive asked if Squires Road was in Aurora or 
Bainbridge because of the gate at the end of the road that is hard to see at night.  Mr. 
Stanek said that he would look into it. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the hiring of Mr. Brad Fellenstein for the 
Service Worker – Parks position with a starting salary of $27.01 per hour effective after his 
two-week notice with his current employer and with the understanding of obtaining his CDL 
within his 12-month probationary period and upon successful completion of his pre-
employment requirements per the recommendation of the assistant service director. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Township Historical Society 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Township Historical Society for the Burns-Lindow Building for their monthly 
program and holiday dinner on December 11, 2024 in the amount of $122.50 per the 
recommendation of the assistant service director.   
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution of Convenience and Necessity – Improvements of Various Roads 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien moved to authorize Resolution 10282024-A, Resolution of 
Convenience and Necessity for the Improvements of Various Roads, Brighton Park 
Court (TR-1057) from the intersection at Chagrin River Road to the cul-de-sac and 
Culvert Replacements, allowing the Geauga County Engineer to prepare engineering 
plans in accordance with Section 5573.01 of the Ohio Revised Code based on the 
recommendation of the service director and the Geauga County Engineer.  The 
resolution is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
Cemetery Deed  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant cemetery deed #661 for two graves in the 
amount of $1,600.00 to Steven A. Yartz and Heather M. Huddleson of 7606 Fields Road, 
Chagrin Falls, OH  44023. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 12, Lot No. 47, 
Graves 3 and 4.   Max Yost and Jeff Villers attested to their signatures. 
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Smith Creek Bridge Project 
 
 Mike Mariola and Christina Piotrowski presented information to the trustees on 
the Smith Creek Bridge Project.  They were able to secure a capital improvements grant 
that will cover much of the project.  The trustees were in general agreement to move 
forward with the project.  
 
TRUSTEES – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Proxy Vote – NOPEC General Assembly Meeting 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to authorize Kristina O’Brien to sign the NOPEC Proxy 
at the request of the Geauga County NOPEC representative, since no one from the BOT 
can attend the NOPEC yearly meeting, 

 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 

 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Hearing for Z-2024-2 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to recess this regular meeting at 7:30 P.M. and call to 
order this public hearing to consider Z-2024-2. Legal notice of this public hearing was 
published in the News Herald paper on October 18, 2024. Additionally, the proposed zoning 
amendment Z-2024-2 has been available for public examination and review at the Township 
Fiscal Office from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. from October 18, 2024 through October 28, 2024. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Public Hearing: Z-2024-2 proposes to amend Chapter 121 – Amendments; Chapter 
131 – Districts Classified and Purpose; Zoning Map; Chapter 153 – Farm Markets and 
Agritourism: Chapter 157 – Agriculture; Chapter 159 – Environmental Standards; Chapter 
160 – Establishment of Riparian Setbacks; Chapter 169 – Off-Street Parking and Loading; 
and Chapter 177 - Prohibited Uses in accordance with ORC Section 519.12. The proposed 
amendment has been reviewed by legal counsel and the Geauga County Planning 
Commission. 
 

Mrs. O’Brien called for comments in favor of the amendment.  There were none. 
 

Mrs. O’Brien called for comments not in favor the amendment.  There were none. 
 
Since there were no other comments from the public, the trustees closed the public 

hearing and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:33 P.M.   
 
Adoption of Z-2024-2 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to adopt Resolution 10282024-C, approving Zoning 
Amendment Z-2024-2, noting that the Zoning Commission and the trustees considered 
comments from the Geauga County Planning Commission as well as comments from the 
township’s legal counsel.  
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 *This zoning amendment shall become effective in thirty days unless a valid 
referendum petition is submitted to the Board of Trustees pursuant to ORC 519.12. 
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Copier Lease Agreement 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the sales order/service agreement with Dex 
Imaging for a copier lease for $153.83 per month for 63 months   as reviewed by legal 
counsel and further authorize the chair to sign the agreement per the recommendation of 
the zoning inspector. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Zoning Commission Appointment 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to appoint Mr. Dan Tutolo to the Zoning Commission 
for the remainder of the term ending December 31, 2024 and also to the five-year term 
beginning January 1, 2025 and ending December 31, 2029. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Singerman Mills – Legal Fees - $15,000.00 (General) 
 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE RENEWALS/APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificate 

1. Supplies & Materials - $5,000.00 (Roads) 
 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve Resolution 10282024-B as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Interfund transfer from the General Fund to the General Reserve Fund - 
$500,000.00 

  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated October 15, 2024 through October 28, 2024 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices October 15, 2024 through 
October 28, 2024 consisting of warrants #44260 through #44333 in the amount of 
$226,342.40. 

 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
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PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Glenn Knific of 8460 Woodbury asked Mrs. O’Brien about the JEDD meeting she 
attended the previous week with Aurora.  She explained that the meeting was mainly about 
establishing the JEDD.  They still need to add members to the JEDD board.  The next JEDD 
meeting with Aurora will be on January 15, 2025. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  

1. Secretary of State Frank LaRose – Issue 1 Information on website 
2. Summit Petroleum – Letter about proper maintenance and care for natural gas 
3. House Bill 47 – Defibrillator requirements 
4. Planning Commission - Final Plat – Canyon Lakes Colony 14-A and 14-B 
5. Aurora Finance Director – looking for JEDD information 

 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the invoice from Singerman Mills in the 
amount of $11,396.00 to be paid from the general fund. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 
 

Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mr. Markley made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Dr. Bates and the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 




























