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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on October 24, 2024. Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff Markley and Dr. 
Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Mr. Markley presided and called 
the meeting to order at 6:44 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. Markley, 

aye.  Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their regular meeting at 6:44 P.M. to go into executive 
session. 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz, Lt. Kurt Dreger, and Craig Roch were invited into executive 
session at 6:44 P.M. and left at 6:57  P.M.  
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:00 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Table:  Two cemetery deeds 
2. Add: Two PO Requests: VanCuran and Tucker Ellis 

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ September 23, 2024 
regular meeting and October 7, 2024 special meeting as written. 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Dr. Bates, aye. Motion 

carried. 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to hire Craig Roch as a full-time Bainbridge Township 
Peace Officer/Constable starting as a Grade E Probationary Patrolman with a starting salary 
of $63,995.88 with a one-year probationary period starting after his field training is complete 
per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SWEARING-IN  
 
 Craig Roch was sworn in as a Peace Officer/Constable of the Bainbridge Township 
Police Department by Trustee Michael Bates. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. Alex Hansel presented the service department report for the month of September 
2024.  They replaced the waterline near the gazebo for the waterline project.  They are 
coordinating with plumbers for final connections to the properties for the waterlines.  The 
complete service department report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes.   
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FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Janice Sugarman presented the fiscal report for the month of September 2024. 
The general fund balance at the end of September was $2,405,433.61.  She reported that 
the township received the third quarter Solon JEDD payment in the amount of $39,669.30 
and the rollback settlement in the amount of $554,511.60.  In addition, the fiscal office has 
started working with the department heads on temporary appropriations for 2025. The 
complete fiscal department report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mrs. Sally Dangelo of 8263 Tulip Lane asked if any of the TIF money can be used to 
bail out the fire department if the levy does not pass.  Mr. Markley explained that the TIF 
money can only be used for improvement in the TIF district.  He is trying to get a ruling from 
legal counsel on whether TIF money can be used for fire equipment in that district. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Transition of Full-time Employee to Part-time Status 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the change in employment for Firefighter 
Jason Pitre from a full-time to a part-time employee effective at level Grade A at $29.33/hour 
per the recommendation of the fire chief.  His part-time status will begin on November 30, 
2024.  
 

Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Vacation of Tulip Lane – Final Resolution 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 10142024-A ordering the vacation 
of the public road/right-of-way upon a portion of Tulip Lane (TR-0307) in Bainbridge 
Township, Geauga County, Ohio pursuant to ORC 5553.045. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Planet Aid Clothing Drive 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to permit Planet Aid to conduct a one-
day clothing drive at the Haskins Road facility on November 16, 2024 from9am to noon.  
 
TRUSTEES - OLD BUSINESS  
 
Spirit of Bainbridge Schedule 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to pen four articles per year in 2025 for the 
Spirit of Bainbridge newsletter.  They will determine which editions the articles will be placed 
in at the organizational meeting in January. 
 
TRUSTEES - NEW BUSINESS  
 
JEDD Appointment 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 10142024- B appointing Kristina 
O’Brien as its initial member to the board of the Bainbridge – Aurora JEDD. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Engage Counsel 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to engage Jennifer Roth of Tucker Ellis LLP as TIF 
counsel at a reduced rate of $415.00/hour effective immediately and as outlined in the 
engagement agreement. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Set Public Hearing Date for Proposed Zoning Amendment Z-2024-2 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion that the Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees conduct 
a public hearing on the proposed zoning amendment Z-2024-2 on October 28, 2024 at 7:30 
P.M. at the Bainbridge Town Hall, and authorize publication of same per the 
recommendation of the zoning inspector. 
 

Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Love Insurance – Accident & Sickness Policy Renewal - $3,679.00 (Fire) 
2. Cargill Inc. – Cargill Road Salt 2024 - $50,000.00 (Roads) 
3. Carter Lumber – Energy Efficient Doors at Lakeside Facility - $10,323.50 (General) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Singerman Mills – GL Development - $3,552.00 (General) 
2. Atwell’s Police and Fire Equipment – Equipment for Roch - $2,690.24 (Police) 

 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 10142024-C as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed 
by the Road Department in the month of September 2024 – $5,572.84 

  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 10142024-D as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to Increase Revenues ($183,465.76) and Permanent Appropriations 
($86,804.00) for 2024 

 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 10142024-E as submitted by the 

Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to Supplement Permanent Appropriations for 2024 –  
1000 General Fund Transfer Out - $500,000.00 

  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated September 24, 2024 through October 14, 2024 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices from September 24, 2024 
through October 14, 2024, consisting of warrants #44155 through #44259 in the amount of 
$99,413.48.   
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions including payroll for the month of September 2024, #236-
2024 through #261-2024, in the amount of $771,581.69 are attached to and become a 
permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 None. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Labor Law Seminar – January 15-16, 2025 Tampa, Florida 
2. Gregory Fritz – Letter regarding street light at Chagrin Road and Samuel Lord 
3. Chamber of Commerce – Ribbon Cutting – Davies Architecture – 10-17 at 4pm 

 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. VanCuren Services, Inc. – Remove 23 Trees on Fields Road - $8,200.00 (Roads) 
2. Tucker Ellis LLP – Legal Counsel for TIF - $5,000.00 (General) 
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mr. Markley made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Dr. Bates and the meeting was adjourned at 7:36 P.M.   
 

   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 












































