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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on August 26, 2024.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff Markley, Mrs. Kristina 
O’Brien, and Dr. Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman.  Mrs. O’Brien 
presided and called the meeting to order at 5:03 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and Imminent Court Action per Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22(G)(3). 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. 

O’Brien, aye; Mr. Markley, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 5:03 P.M. to go into executive session.   
 
Mr. Tom FitzSimmons of Singerman Mills was invited into executive session at 5:03 

P.M. and left at 6:27P.M.  
 
Steve Averill and Dave Deitrich from the zoning department were invited into 

executive session at 5:03 P.M. and left at 5:12 P.M.  
 
Chief Jon Bokovitz. Lt. Kurt Dreger, and Ryan Sumner were invited into executive 

session at 6:39 P.M. and left at 6:55 P.M.  
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:00 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Table the August 12, 2024 minutes approval 
2. ADD: August 19, 2024 minutes approval 
3. Move Police – Employment of Public Employee to the top of the agenda 

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ August 19, 2024 special 
work session as written. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to hire Ryan Sumner as a full-time Bainbridge Township 
Peace Officer/Constable starting as a Grade B Patrolman with a starting salary of 
$79,424.80 with a one-year probationary period effective August 27, 2024 per the 
recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SWEARING-IN  
 
 Ryan Sumner was sworn in as a Peace Officer/Constable of the Bainbridge 
Township Police Department by Trustee Michael Bates. 
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PRESENTATIONS: Vicki Clark, Ravenwood Health 
 
 Ms. Clark presented information about Ravenwood Health to the trustees.  She had 
previously written a letter to the trustees requesting a donation to Ravenwood from the 
opioid funds that the township has received.  The trustees asked questions and will consider 
the donation request at the next meeting.   
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of July 2024.  
Mike and Donna Lucas asked about why the department was empty at times.  Chief 
explained about overlapping calls. The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

There was no verbal police department report for the month of July 2024. The 
trustees highlighted that the Citizens’ Academy begins on September 10, 2024. The 
complete police report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 

 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 

Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of July 2024.  
The zoning department took in $33,375.00 in receipts in July with five new housing starts 
and 24 total permits issued for the month.  The complete zoning report is attached to and 
becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Accept Donations 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donation of two $20.00 gift 
cards to Jersey Mike’s from grateful residents who utilized the services of the fire 
department in accordance with ORC 505.10, and with extreme gratitude for the 
donations which will be used towards meals for the fire department employees. 
 
Request for Bid Acceptance 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to accept the University Hospitals proposal for 
physicals for the fire department for 2025 without having to re-bid for the ARPA EMA 
grant due to University Hospitals being the only bidder in 2024. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Transition of Full-time Employee to Part-time Status 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the change in employment for Firefighter 
Vanessa Zelle from a full-time to a part-time employee effective at level Grade A at 
$29.33/hour per the recommendation of the fire chief.  Her last full-time day will be August 
30, 2024, and her part-time status will begin September 7, 2024. 
 

Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Change Order #1 and Final Pay Application – RS-BAI-V-2024 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the change order for project RS-BAI-V-2024, 
The Asphalt Resurfacing of Various Roads, which reflects an increase in the total contract 
cost with Phillips Paving LLC of $84,659.13 per the recommendation of the service director 
and the Geauga County Engineer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the final pay application for project RS-BAI-V-
2024, The Asphalt Resurfacing of Various Roads, in the amount of $152,979.13 paid to 
Phillips Paving LLC per the recommendation of the service director and the Geauga County 
Engineer, noting that the maintenance bond and corrective action period will run through 
August 26, 2025. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
TRUSTEES – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Liquor License Hearing – Get Go 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to authorize the fiscal officer to complete the appropriate 
paperwork involved with not requesting a hearing for a liquor license transfer for Get Go 
Operating LLC based on review by the police chief and the zoning inspector. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Geauga Lake Development Letter 
 
 The trustees received information from the assistant fire chief regarding the building 
of the apartments at Geauga Lake by Vision development.  There were three areas of 
concern:  the assistant fire chief found that the sprinkler systems were being constructed 
without permits, the Geauga Building Department noted that the fires stops were not per 
code, and Phase 2 buildings were going vertical without having the approval of the trustees. 
 The trustees were in general agreement to pen and authorize the chair to sign a 
letter to Vision Development to cease and desist until the areas of concern are handled 
properly. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution to Certify Tax Levies 

 

Mrs. Sugarman reported that the 2025 budget was passed at the Budget 

Commission Hearing on August 19, 2024. 

 

 Mr. Markley made a motion to adopt the resolution 08262024-A, accepting the 
amounts and rates determined by the Geauga County Budget Commission and certifying 
them to the County Auditor, thereby allowing the approved rates of levy on the township Tax 
Duplicate as delineated in the attached Schedule A and B. 
 

 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
             Monday, August 26,                                                                                                 24 
  

4 
 

Purchase Order Request List 
1. EMSAR – Emergency Repairs for Ambulance #3153 - $3,814.88 (Fire) 
2. Phillips Paving – Changes to RS-BAI-V-2024 - $84,659.13 (Roads) 
3. Geauga Mechanical – Main Hot Water Pump Replacement - $12,725.00 (Police) 

 
EMERGENCY PO RATIFICATION 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to ratify the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer.  
 

- Ohio Cat - Repairs to #3177 - $4,000.00 (Fire) 
 

 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     
  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Invoices 

1. Allied Corporation – Asphalt Material - $4,039.55 (Roads) 
 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE RENEWALS/APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificate 

1. Repairs & Maintenance - $10,000.00 (Roads) 
 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 08262024-B as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Inter-fund Transfer from General Fund to Police Fund for the reduced collection 
of Bainbridge Township 2.0 Mill Police levy to 1.26 Mill for 2024 second half tax 
collection received - $212,288.47 

  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 

 
Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 08262024-C as submitted by the 

Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution Authorizing the Fiscal Officer to issue Then and Now Purchase 
Orders to: 

o EMSAR for Repairs & Maintenance - $3,814.88 (EMS) 
o Phillips Paving LLC for RS-BAI-V-2024 - $84,659.13 (Roads) 

 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
             Monday, August 26,                                                                                                 24 
  

5 
 

Checks Dated August 13, 2024 through August 26, 2024 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices August 13, 2024 through 
August 26, 2024 consisting of warrants #43955 through #44035 in the amount of 
$753,253.64. 

 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 A number of residents attended the meeting to speak on behalf of trying to save the 
front room of the town hall because of historical value. The residents were: 

- Donna and Mike Lucas of 9671 Riverwood 
- Girtha Smith of 16774 Bedford 
- Pat Conochan of 19031 River View Drive 
- Sharon Edds of 8392 Rockspring Drive 
- Denise Ryan of 19010 Hillside Lane 
- Glenn and Linda Wozniak of 17970 Kingswood 
- Bill Takacs of 16700 Snyder Road 
 
Ted Seliga spoke on behalf of removing the front room to save the residents and 

the township money since the historical valu e is mostly gone from the building. 
 
 Scott Bingko of 7078 Pine Street and Frank Eagle of Pine Street spoke with the 
trustees regarding the flooding on that street in the July storm.  Mr. Markley and Mr. Stanek 
explained what has been done and what continues to be done to aid in better water flow.  
They will be working with Mr. Stanek to better understand the situation.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE  

1. Kenston Schools – 1st Responders Night – August 30, 2024 at 5:30pm – Need RSVP 
2. Geauga County Auditor – Forfeited Land Sale – October 3, 2024 - 9:30am 
3. Anne North – Spirit of Bainbridge – Publication Schedule for Trustees 

 
LATE ADDITION 
 
 None. 
 

Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mr. Markley made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Dr. Bates and the meeting was adjourned at 8:59 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 






































