
 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
          Monday, August 12,                                                                                                    24 
 

1 
 

 
The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on August 12, 2024. Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff Markley, Mrs. Kristina 
O’Brien, and Dr. Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Mrs. O’Brien 
presided and called the meeting to order at 6:27 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment, Compensation, and Discipline of Public Employees per Ohio 
Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. 

O’Brien, aye; Mr. Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their regular meeting at 6:27 P.M. to go into executive 
session. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 6:27 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Service Department – Remove Employment of Public Employee 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ July 22, 2024 regular 
meeting as written. 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. Bates, 

aye. Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION:  DS Architecture 
 
 Jeff Myers and Drew Thompson answered questions from the trustees regarding the 
proposal for the restoration of the front of town hall.  The trustees were in agreement to 
move forward with requesting quotes from contractors.  
 Mr. Ted Seliga of Spring Valley asked about total cost.  Mr. Markley explained that 
the trustees need to see a design first before receiving numbers.  It could be 8-12 weeks 
before the costs are proposed.  
 Ms. Grace Henry of Pettibone Road asked the trustees if they had researched any 
grants that could help with restoration of the building. 
 
DS Architecture Proposal 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the scope of work for DS Architecture to 
create construction documents necessary for demolition and reconstruction of the front of 
the town hall building and authorize the chair to sign the agreement.  
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. Alex Hansel presented the service department report for the month of July 2024. 
He reported that there are new dumpsters/bins in the recycling center.  Also, the waterline 
project is complete.  They are moving forward with the connection to the buildings.  It could 
be 30 days or so.  The trustees asked about the dry hydrant at Smith Creek which is being 
worked on currently.  The complete service department report is attached to and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes.   
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FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Janice Sugarman presented the fiscal report for the month of July 2024. The 
general fund balance at the end of July was $2,570,519.46. She reported that all second 
half taxes have been received including the latest settlement of $1,618,678.94. Auburn 
Township paid the township for their portion of the fireworks event. The Budget Commission 
meeting is August 19, 2024 at 9:15am. The complete fiscal department report is attached to 
and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Kevin Bertky of Kingswood Drive asked about the Pinewood Derby and the Cub 
Scout storage now that the town hall is being renovated.  He is going to work with the 
township service director on an alternate solution. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of Public Employee 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to accept the resignation of part-time firefighter James 
Faciana from the Bainbridge Township Fire Department effective immediately per the 
recommendation of the fire chief and with many thanks for his many years of service to the 
township. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Service Agreement Renewal – Fire Catt 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the service test agreement renewal with Fire 
Catt for the years 2025-2027 as written and authorize the chair to sign the agreement per 
the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of Public Employee – Chambers 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to accept the resignation of Terra Chambers from the 
Bainbridge Township Police Department effective August 14, 2024 per the recommendation 
of the police chief and with many thanks for her service to the township. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Resignation of Public Employee – Adams 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to accept the resignation of Nick Adams from the 
Bainbridge Township Police Department effective August 14, 2024 per the recommendation 
of the police chief and with many thanks for his service to the township. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Training Request – Mariola 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the training request for Mike Mariola to attend 
the 2024 Certified Playground Safety Inspector Course & Exam in Dublin, OH from 
September 18-20, 2024 at an estimated cost of $1,260.00 with the use of a township vehicle 
per the recommendation of the service director and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Monroe Plumbing Proposal 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve proposals, #18661, #18660, #18659, and 
#18658 for water connections from the new waterline to the Bissell Tucek house, the town 
hall, the police station, and the fire station and authorize the chair to sign the four 
agreements. 
 

Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
TRUSTEES - OLD BUSINESS  
 
Cell Tower Consultant Agreement 
 
 Mr. Markley gave an overview of the current cell tower lease and where it stands.  
The trustees are attempting to find a local legal advisor with cell tower lease experience in 
order to generate long term revenue for the township. 
 
Vision Update 
 
 The trustees noted that they received a letter from the township’s consultant, Jim 
Duber, on May 24, 2024 in response to Vision’s submittal to the township.  Vision responded 
to the consultant’s letter on August 7, 2024 with the consultant’s further response coming on 
August 11, 2024.  The trustees need time to review and are considering a work session.  
This item will be formally tabled until that time.  
 
TRUSTEES - NEW BUSINESS  
 
Liquor Permits 
 
 The trustees acknowledged receipt of a letter from the Department of Commerce 
regarding all liquor permits in the township that will expire on October 1, 2024.  Based on the 
recommendation of the police chief and the zoning inspector, the trustees were in general 
agreement and had no objection to the current list of permit holders in the township. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 
 1. Duber Architectural & Consulting Services – Consulting - $5,000.00 (General) 
 2. Monroe Plumbing – Proposal for Interior Water Connections - $42,610.00 (General, 

 Police, Fire) 
 3. SiteOne Landscape Supply – Hydro Seeding - $5,000.00 (Roads) 
 4. Ohio Cat – Caterpillar Repair - $7,121.75 (Roads) 
 5. DS Architecture – Contracted Services – Town Hall - $73,390.00 (General) 
 
EMERGENCY PO RATIFICATION 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to ratify the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer.  
 

- Auburn Heating, Plumbing & Air Conditioning – Roof AC Unit - $12,900.00 (Fire) 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Geauga County Court of Common Pleas – 23G000033 - $364.30 (General) 
2. Geauga County Court of Common Pleas – 23G000034 - $335.40 (General) 
3. Geauga County Court of Common Pleas – 23G000035 - $331.16 (General) 
4. Littler – OPBA Grievance - $580.00 (Police) 
5. Littler – Labor and Employment - $58.00 (Fire) 
6. Littler – PPM Review - $29.00 (General) 
7. Gradeline, Inc. – Waterline Pay App #2 - $111,657.80 (General, Police, Fire) 
8. EMSAR – Labor Contract Renewal - $2,970.00 (Fire) 
9. Singerman Mills – Geauga Lake Development - $3,848.00 (General) 
10. Phillips Paving, LLC – Pay App No. 2: RS- BAI-V-2024: $422,402.50 (Roads) 
11. Allied Corporation – Asphalt Material - $14,902.69 (Roads) 
12. Liberty Tire Services – Tire Recycling for Clean-Up Day - $4,827.50 (Roads) 

 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 08122024-A as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed 
by the Road Department in the month of July 2024 – $5,144.16 

  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 

 
Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 08122024-B as submitted by the 

Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to Increase Permanent Appropriations and Revenues for 2024 – Ohio 
EMA ARPA 1st Responder Grant Fund: 2911230-360-0000 - Contracted Services 
- $9,274.782 
 

 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated July 23, 2024 through August 12, 2024 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices from July 23, 2024 through 
August 12, 2024, consisting of warrants #43828 through #43954 in the amount of 
$88,913.94.  
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions including payroll for the month of July 2024, #174-2024 
through #205-2024, in the amount of $1,021,588.48 are attached to and become a 
permanent part of these minutes.  
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PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 

1. Sally D’Angelo of Tulip Lane asked if TIF money can be used to help the fire 
department.  Mr. Markley responded that we have been told that it can be used for 
that area for capital expenses.  The township is seeking legal advice.  Mrs. 
Sugarman reminded Sally that the levy is for operating expenses for the entire 
township. Nothing is built yet at the Geauga Lake property where the TIF is located.  

2. Bruce Willingham, the new Kenston Superintendent, introduced himself and Seth 
Cales, the Kenston Treasurer, to the residents in attendance. 

3. There were questions from the public related to a zoning issue associated with 
parcels of land on Haskins Road and Taylor Acres Subdivision on Carnes Road.  A 
number of residents of Haskins Road and Carnes Road were in attendance to 
express their concerns over the construction that their neighbor, Joe Drake, is 
planning.  There were also concerns about yards flooding from his draining of his 
pond.  Mr.  Drake was present and responded to their questions and concerns. 
Those that spoke are: 
- Craig Burkhart, Robert Amick, Dave Sobecks, and Stevie Snook of Haskins 

Road.   
- Mary Lou Simon, Kelly Gordon, and Kathleen James of Carnes Road. 
- Mr. Ted Seliga of Spring Valley suggested talking to county officials face to face. 
-        Mr. Markley stated that he spoke with the applicant, Mr. Drake, and Steve 

Averill, the Zoning Inspector to understand the nature of the application. The 
county has been involved because of a Planning Commission directive that the 
Planning Director may interpret the process by which sublots in a platted 
subdivision shall be assembled.  Dave Dietrich, who was the Planning Director 
for 40 years was unfamiliar with the direction the new Planning Director was 
taking and certainly questioned whether it was a valid approach.  Steve Averill 
has been working with the County Prosecutor’s Office to understand what the 
nature of that directive was because it was inconsistent with the township’s 
current review process. As a result, Steve did not sign off on the consolidation.   
       Mr. Drake wants to consolidate lots he now owns, some of which are in an 
existing platted subdivision, to expand his pond, modify or enlarge his existing 
home, and create a loop driveway.   There has been no discussion of an 
agricultural or commercial use, which would be inconsistent with zoning.   The 
issues as presented by the neighbors appear to be a private civil matter between 
property owners, and not involving the township.  The Township is involved, 
however, to defend what currently exists in the subdivision regulations of Geauga 
County, protecting residents that are in existing subdivisions.  
      Mr. Markley indicated that he did recommend to Mr. Drake that he and his 
surveyor sit down with the township’s zoning staff and work out the solution that 
makes sense legally.  Issues affecting the Township are limited to defending our 
zoning, ensuring that zoning applications are submitted correctly, and explaining 
the situation if there is confusion.  The Zoning staff will not sign off on anything 
that is incorrectly submitted or inconsistent with current zoning.  To do so is a 
disservice to the residents of Bainbridge and frankly could be a disservice to the 
residents of Geauga County by setting a precedent.  
       Mr. Dietrich stated that he and Mr. Averill met with Mr. Drake and his 
surveyor and they had a productive meeting as to a consolidation and re-plat, 
including a recording of both.  Mr. Dietrich indicated that the Planning Director’s 
interpretation whereby the plat would not have been recorded is not adequate 
protection of the residents in the existing subdivision and Mr. Drake is being very 
cooperative in this regard. The zoning department is expecting to receive the 
consolidation and re-plat document, which will be recorded, followed by a zoning 
review of what Mr. Drake wishes to accomplish.  Mr. Dietrich indicated that Steve 
will sign the replat so that it can be recorded.  
       Mr. Markley thanked the public, Mr. Drake, and the zoning staff for their 
participation and patience on this application. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. Ted Otero – Letter to trustees dated 7-30-2024 :  Mr. Markley responded. 
2. ADP – Tracy Rahimi: CyberOhio Local Government Grant – Deadline September 16.  

Dr. Bates will investigate. 
3. Foundation for Geauga Parks – Twilight Soiree – September 12, 2024 5:30-9:00pm 
4. Joyce Taylor – Lifeline recommendation.  Mr. Markley will send the letter. 
5. WRLC – 2024 Stewardship for Henry South Property.  Mr. Markley will respond.  
6. Linda Crombie – Zoning letters to legislators. Will be placed on website. 
7. Tommy Vetrovsky – Deer management program?  Mr. Markley will respond.  

 
LATE ADDITION 
 
 None. 
 
 

Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mr. Markley made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Dr. Bates and the meeting was adjourned at 8:57 P.M.   
 

   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 






































