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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on April 22, 2024.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, Mr. Jeff 
Markley, and Dr. Michael Bates.  Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman was absent. Mrs. 
O’Brien presided and called the meeting to order at 6:04 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and Pending or Imminent Court Action per Ohio Revised Code 
Section 121.22(G)(3). 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. 

O’Brien, aye; Mr. Markley, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:04 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.   

 
Tom FitzSimmons and Janice Sugarman were invited into executive session at 6:07 

and 6:08 P.M. by telephone and left at 6:52 P.M. 
 
Chief Lou Ann Metz and Justin Lovell were invited into executive session at 6:53 

P.M. and left at 7:02 P.M. 
 
The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 

at 7:07 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Table the cell tower consultant agreement until next meeting 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ April 8, 2024 regular 
meeting as written. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Mr. Don Rice, Metzenbaum 
 
 Mr. Don Rice, the Executive Director of the Geauga County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities (Metzenbaum) was in attendance and gave his annual update to the trustees. 
Mr. Rice encouraged anyone with further questions to contact him directly.  The complete 
report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
Ms. Kristianna Pinkley, Geauga Public Health 
 

In 2015 the State of Ohio passed a mandate regarding septic systems.  All local 
public health departments are required to issue permits based on annual inspections on 
mechanical systems, currently, aeration and spray irrigation. By 2030 all septic systems will 
be impacted.  Geauga Public Health will be sending letters explaining the process of 
sampling. Bainbridge residents should receive letters in the next month. For primary 
residences with failing septic systems there are potential grants to assist with the cost. Ted 
Seliga and Jennifer Balish asked questions.  
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of March 
2024. Chief explained that Hillcrest Hospital still has long waits for the emergency room. 
Transports have been going to other area Cleveland Clinic hospital systems in the area. 
Chief reminded all that open burning is not always permitted. Residents have be aware 
when the season is and that a permit is required and the application can be found on the 
website. Mr. Jeff Villers asked a question of the chief. The complete police report is attached 
to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of March 
2024. Chief reported good news that Group A and B offenses are low. Three seniors will be 
attending the mentoring program which begins May 13, 2024. The annual golf outing which 
helps to fund Safety Town will be held May 24, 2024. Mr. Jeff Villers asked a question of the 
chief. The complete police report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of March 
2024.  The zoning department took in $4,225.00 in receipts in March with three new housing 
starts and sixteen total permits issued for the month. Mr. Jeff Villers asked a question of the 
zoning inspector.  The complete zoning report is attached to and becomes a permanent part 
of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Employment of Part-time Firefighter/Paramedic 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the hiring of part-time 
firefighter/paramedic Justin Lovell starting as FF/EMTP – Grade C at $18.09/hour 
conditional on passing all pre-employment testing per the recommendation of the fire 
chief. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Grade Change – Cagwin 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the grade change request for Ptl. Rachael 
Cagwin to a Grade B Patrol Officer at an annual salary of $79,424.80 effective the May 
18, 2024 pay period per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Fire Protection Proposal 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve and authorize the chair to sign the 
proposal/agreement for a fire suppression system with Summit Fire and Security at a 
cost of $29,200.00 per the recommendation of the police chief and after review by legal 
counsel. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Legal Representation 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution.4222024-A, Employing 
Township’s Attorneys for a Particular Matter, at an hourly rate of $200.00 and a sum not 
to exceed $3,000.00 for a police matter. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
ODOT Winter Salt Contract 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 04222024-B authorizing 
participation in the ODOT Road Salt Contracts awarded in 2024 per the recommendation of 
the road superintendent. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
TRUSTEES – OLD BUSINESS 
 
EMS Levy 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to put a 2.75 mill EMS levy on the 
November ballot. Jeff Villers and Ted Seliga asked questions.  Chief made comments 
regarding the presentation she will be providing at set meetings with the residents. 
 
TRUSTEES – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Health Care Renewal 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the offer from Medical Mutual of a 
9.5% increase in health care premiums with a rate-lock for a two-year period beginning July 
1, 2024 with paperwork to follow at an upcoming meeting. 
 
Fireworks Agreement with Kenston 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the agreement between Bainbridge Township 
and Kenston Schools for a fireworks event to be held at Kenston High School on July 5, 
2024 (with a July 7th rain date) as written and approved by legal counsel. 
 

Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. Bates, 
abstain. Motion carried. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Specialty Fitness Equipment – Treadmill - $7,152.18 (Police) 
2. Duber Architectural – Consulting Services - $5,000.00 (General) 
3. Geauga County Engineers – Crack Sealing - $40,000.00 (Roads) 
4. Davey Resource Group, Inc. – Smith Creek Grant - $94,150.86 (General) 
5. Summit Fire & Security, LLC – Fire Protection System - $29,200.00 (Police) 
6. Hall Public Safety Upfitters –Outfitting for New Police Cruisers - $64,889.44 (Police) 
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INVOICE APPROVALS 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to approve invoice listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     
  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Mrs. O’Brien, abstain; Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Invoices 

1. Taft –Legal Services GL - $685.00 (General) 
 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 04222024-C as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to increase revenue and increase appropriations – Ohio EMA ARPA 
1st Responder Grant Fund – 2911-230-318-0000 – Training Services – $459.95 

  
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated April 9, 2024 through April 22, 2024 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices April 9, 2024 through April 
22, 2024 consisting of warrants #43273 through #43337 in the amount of $47,707.45. 

 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 

Ted Seliga had some questions regarding the status of the Town Hall front room 
roof. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 

1. 911 Program Review Committee – Approval of Final Plan due May 20, 2024 – Next 
agenda 

2. Maureen Foster – Zoning Board Information Request 
3. Kenston Schools – Stakeholder Interviews – Need a representative from township for 

April 23, 2024 3:30pm to 6:30 pm 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 None. 
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mr. Markley made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Dr. Bates and the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 




































































