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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on January 22, 2024.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, Mr. 
Jeff Markley, and Dr. Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Mrs. O’Brien 
presided and called the meeting to order at 5:33 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. 

O’Brien, aye; Mr. Markley, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 5:33 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.   

 
Jim Stanek and Alex Hansel were invited into executive session at 5:33 P.M. and left 

at 6:13 P.M. 
 

Lori O’Neill was invited into executive session at 6:16 P.M. and left at 6:50 P.M. 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz was invited into executive session at 6:51 P.M. and left at 7:01 
P.M. 
 

Jill Adams was invited into executive session at 7:02 P.M. and left at 7:11 P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:13 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Table: Trustees – Letter of Recommendation 
2. Late Addition: Set Public Hearings date and time for NOPEC 
3. Table: Discipline of Public Employee – Police 
4. Table: Discipline of Public Employee – Service 

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ January 8, 2024 regular 
meeting and January 8, 2024 organizational meeting as written. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion. Vote: Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

Assistant Chief Wayne Burge presented the fire department report for the month of 
December 2023. He reported that Calls were up in December by 5%.  The Urgent Care and 
the Weils had the largest volume of calls, and the department transported to Hillcrest and 
Ahuja most frequently. The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent 
part of these minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of 
December 2023 and year end 2023. December held the DARE graduation and Shop-with-a-
Cop which were both very successful.  Next year (2025) the police department will be 
50years old.  The chief would like to celebrate in some way. The complete police report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
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ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of December 
2023 and year end 2023.  The zoning department took in $1,600.00 in receipts in December 
with three new housing starts and seven total permits issued for the month. In 2023, there 
were 182 permits issued and 24 new housing starts.  The complete zoning report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Accept Donations 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donation of $25.00 from 
Richard and Loretta Pinkett and $100.00 from Barbara and Robert Lombardo in memory 
of Tryon Huggett, who was a patient, in accordance with ORC 505.10, and with extreme 
gratitude for the donation which will be used towards meals for the fire department 
employees. 
 
Step Grade Increases 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the step increase and rank change for James 
Arnold, Jason Pitre, and Jeff Stanczyk to Firefighter A with a salary of $89,091.71 per year 
effective the February 10, 2024 pay period in accordance with the full-time firefighters 
contract and per the recommendation of the fire chief.   
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Wage Increase for Part-Time Officers 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the wage increase for Part-time officers as 
outlined in the memo dated January 17, 2024 effective the January 27, 2024 pay period per 
the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Reduction of Hours – Administrative Assistant 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve a 32-hour work week for Lorrie Benza, 
administrative assistant to the police chief, effective the January 27, 2024 pay period and 
per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Annual Township Highway Mileage Certification 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to certify in writing to the Director of the Ohio Department 
of Transportation that Bainbridge Township is responsible for maintaining 84.538 miles of 
public roads as of December 31, 2023.  
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Resignation of Public Employee 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to accept the resignation of Harry Cunningham from his 
position as building attendant effective January 12, 2024 per the recommendation of the 
service director. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Authorization to Advertise for Position 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to authorize the service director to advertise 
for the position of building attendant as soon as possible. 
 
Request to Advertise for Bids – Road Materials 
 

Mr. Markley made a motion to allow the road department to advertise for bids for 
Road Maintenance Materials as specified in the service department’s submitted list with bids 
to be received at the fiscal office by 10:00 A.M. on February 9, 2024 and with a bid opening 
on February 9, 2024 at 10:05 A.M. at the Bainbridge Town Hall per the recommendation of 
the service director.  
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed - Krutilla 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to grant cemetery deed #653 for one grave in the 
amount of $800.00 to Michael Krutilla of 533 Covington Lane, Chagrin Falls, OH  44023. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 10, Lot No. 21, 
Grave 1.   Jeff Villers and Eric Balish attested to their signatures. 
 
Resolution of Convenience and Necessity – Improvement of Savage Road TR-0190 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to authorize Resolution 01222024-A, Resolution of 
Convenience and Necessity for the Improvement of Savage Road TR-0190 from 
Chagrin Road to Washington Street, allowing the Geauga County Engineer to prepare 
engineering plans in accordance with Section 5573.01 of the Ohio Revised Code based 
on the recommendation of the service director and the Geauga County Engineer.  The 
resolution is attached and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
Resolution of Convenience and Necessity – Improvements of Various Roads 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to authorize Resolution 01222024-B, Resolution of 
Convenience and Necessity for the Improvements of Various Roads including Treetower 
Drive (TR-0385), Trillium Drive (TR-0386), and Traymore Drive (TR-0387), allowing the 
Geauga County Engineer to prepare engineering plans in accordance with Section 
5573.01 of the Ohio Revised Code based on the recommendation of the service director 
and the Geauga County Engineer.  The resolution is attached and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
2024 Senior Trash Pickup Flyer 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to authorize the service director to post on 
the website and distribute the 2024 Senior Trash Pickup flyer.   
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ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Appointment of Public Officials 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to appoint Jill Adams as an alternate to the Zoning 
Commission with a two-year term beginning January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2025. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. The Craun Liebing Company – Replace Lift Station Level Controller - $4,904.00 
(General) 
2. Tire And Wheel Auto Service Center – Replace Drive Tires on Trucks 27 & 30 - 
$5,931.20 (Roads) 
3. Miller Dodson Associates – Level 1 Replacement Reserve Study - $22,575.00 (All)  

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     
 
 Dr. Bates seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Littler – Discipline Issue - $261.00 (Police) 
2. Littler – Grievance - $2,407.00 (Police) 
3. Singerman Mills – GL Development - $1,450.40 (General) 
4. Singerman Mills Signature Square - $858.40 (General) 
5. Morton Salt – 200 Tons - $23,225.29 (Roads) 
6. Ullman Oil Company – Fuel for Township Vehicles - $13,661.40 (All) 

 
Checks Dated January 9, 2024 through January 22, 2024 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices January 9, 2024 through 
January 22, 2024 consisting of warrants #42746 through #42808 in the amount of 
$210,514.22.  

 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Ray Laubenthal, a resident of Chardon Township, wanted to learn how 
Bainbridge Township got road levies passed. He will call Jim Stanek or Janice Sugarman to 
discuss further. 
   
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
 None. 
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LATE ADDITION 
 
Set Public Hearings Date for NOPEC Gas Opt-in Program 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to set the date of February 12, 2024 at noon 
and again at 5:00 P.M. for the NOPEC Gas Opt-in Program public hearings.  Two trustees 
will be at each meeting. 
 

 
Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 

Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mr. Markley made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Dr. Bates and the meeting was adjourned at 7:57 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 






























