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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on November 20, 2023.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, Mr. 
Jeff Markley, and Dr. Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Dr. Bates 
presided and called the meeting to order at 6:04 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and Imminent Litigation per Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22(G)(3). 

 
Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. 

Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:04 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.   

 
Tom Fitzsimmons of Singerman Mills was invited into executive session at 6:04 P.M. 

and left at 6:59 P.M. 
 
Ted Otero and John Epprecht of Signature Square, Mike Christoff of Vocon, Jaredd 

Flynn of Thrasher Dinsmore & Dolan, and the civil engineer Joe Gustoskey were invited into 
executive session at 6:20 P.M. and left at 6:58 P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 6:59 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 None. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ November 6, 2023 
regular meeting as written. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote: Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
There was no verbal police department report for the month of October 2023. The complete 
written police report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Lou AnnMetz presented the fire department report for the month of October 
2023.  She reported that the fire department received more mutual than it provided in 
October due to less staffing and more overlapping calls.  Wait times at the hospitals are 
longer now, also. She mentioned that the response time from our mutual aid partners 
averages 12.8 minutes.  Chief Metz also gave the residents numerous Thanksgiving safety 
reminders.  The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
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ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mr. Steve Averill presented the zoning department report for the month of October 
2023.  The zoning department took in $2,200.00 in receipts in October with one new 
housing start and sixteen total permits issued for the month. The complete zoning report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Tanya Leskovic gave a Holiday Lighting update on behalf of the Bainbridge Civic 
Club. The lighting ceremony will be held at Heritage Park on Saturday, November 25, 2023 
at 7:00 P.M. Kenston Varsity Jazz will be caroling, and there will be a visit from Santa.  At 
the fire department, there will be children’s activities as well as refreshments.  In addition, 
there will be a Giving Tree benefitting Shire Shack, Ravenwood Health, and Chagrin Falls 
Park.  The Historical Society will be open and giving tours at the Bissell-Tucek house from 
6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Training Requests – Metz, Measures, Riley 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training requests for Chief Lou Ann Metz, 
Captain Bill Measures, and Lt. James Riley to attend the Fire Service Financial Management 
Course at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, MD from January 14-26, 2024, at an 
estimated cost of $650.00 per person with the use of a township vehicle per the 
recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the training request. The cost of the 
course, lodging and mileage are all covered through FEMA. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Liquor License Transfer – Zeppes of Bainbridge 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to authorize the fiscal officer to complete the appropriate 
paperwork involved with not requesting a hearing for a liquor license transfer for Zeppes of 
Bainbridge based on the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request Authorization to Survey Various Parcels 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to authorize the service department to have five parcels 
surveyed by the Geauga County Engineer’s Office to establish access for snowplows and 
emergency services per the recommendation of the assistant service director. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Kenston Board of Education 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Kenston Board of Education for the Fire Department Meeting Room for their Kenston – KEA 
Negotiations meeting on November 28-29, 2023 in the amount of $450.00 per the 
recommendation of the service director.  A building attendant fee of $60.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote: Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. Bates, abstain; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
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TOWN HALL – OLD BUSINESS 
 
ORC Chapter 6119 Stormwater Management District Scope of Services 
 
 After discussion with assistant zoning inspector Dave Dietrich, the trustees were 
in general agreement to move forward with forming a stormwater district in the Geauga 
Lake area only for now.   
 
Cell Tower Update 
 
 Mr. Markley updated the other trustees.  He has contacted the consultant who is 
preparing a proposal for the township. 
 
Amendment to Geauga Lake CJE 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve Resolution 11202023-A, Amendment to the 
Master Consent Judgment Entry between and among Bainbridge Township, Industrial 
Commercial Properties LLC, ICP Geauga Lake LLC, Menard Inc., Meijer Stores Limited 
Partnership, and Vision Acquisition LLC pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 505.07 and 
as reviewed by legal counsel. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Volunteer Board Thank-You Gifts 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve providing gift cards in the amounts of $50.00 
each to all the township volunteer board members as outlined in the Bainbridge Township 
Board/Committee Master List with many thanks for their service to the township.   
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Tax Revaluation Media Release 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to approve and release to the media the 
statement explaining how the township is providing tax relief to Bainbridge Township 
residents.  This statement can also be found on the township website. 
 
Insurance Plan Renewal 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to continue with Love Insurance/Ohio Plan for the 
township’s insurance needs after review of three proposals and per the recommendation 
of the fiscal officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
208 Plan Request 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant approval to amend the township 208 plan to 
include a “may be sewered” category for the Signature Square/Otero property. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
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FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase order listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Docmann Marketing Group - DARE Shirts and Merchandise - $4,000.00 (Police) 
 

INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.     
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Littler Mendelson P.C. – 2023 CBA Negotiations - $377.00 (Fire) 
2. Littler Mendelson P.C. – Legal Services - $29.00 (Police) 
3. Littler Mendelson P.C. – Legal Services - $406.00 (Police) 
4. Geauga County Engineer – Rental Resource Program for Crack Sealing - 

$32,644.62 (Roads, General) 
5. Oscar Brugmann – Washed Gravel #57 - $4,170.26 – Service Dept. (Roads) 
6. Ullman Oil– Fuel for Township Vehicles & Equipment - $9,484.32 (All Depts.) 

 
Checks Dated November 7, 2023 through November 20, 2023 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices November 7, 2023 through 
November 20, 2023 consisting of warrants #42409 through #42492 in the amount of 
$241,260.19. 

 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 

these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Kenston– DARE Graduation Invitation December 14, 2023 at 1:30 P.M. at KIS 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. David Sinkovic of 9189 Kingsley DR. asked if the November 27th special meeting 
was public. The trustees responded that it will begin as a public meeting at 5:30 P.M. and 
then move into executive session. 
 
 Mr. Jim Stanek wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and said that he is thankful 
for the trustees and all the hard work and caring they put into the township on a regular 
basis. 
 
LATE ADDITION 
 
 None. 
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Mr. Markley and the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 




























