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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on September 11, 2023.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and 
Dr. Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Dr. Bates presided and called 
the meeting to order at 5:32 P.M. Trustee Mr. Jeff Markley arrived at 5:40 P.M. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees and Discipline of a 
Public Employee per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and Imminent and Pending 
Litigation per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(3). 

 
Dr. Bates seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. 

O’Brien, aye; Mr. Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 5:32 P.M. to go into executive session. 
 

Mr. Jim Flaiz and Mrs. Linda Applebaum of the Geauga County Prosecutor’s Office 
entered executive session at 5:32 P.M. and left at 6:32 P.M. 
 

Chief Lou Ann Metz entered executive session at 5:32 P.M. and left at 6:54 P.M. 
 
Zoning Inspector Steve Averill and Assistant Fire Chief Bill Lovell entered executive 

session at 5:32 P.M. and left at 6:32 P.M. 
 
Chief Jon Bokovitz entered executive session at 6:32 P.M. and left at 7:00 P.M. 

 
The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 

at 7:03 P.M.  There was a moment of silence for the victims and families of 9-11, and then 
everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Discipline of Public Employee: Moved to September 25, 2023 
2. Add:  Kelly’s Working Well Farm appeal decision 

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ August 28, 2023 regular 
meeting as written. 

 
Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 

Bates, aye. Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION: Mark Delisio, CT Consultants – ORC Chapter 6119 
 
 Mr. Delisio presented the trustees information on forming a stormwater district in the 
township.  The trustees will receive a proposed agreement from him before deciding how to 
proceed. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. Jim Stanek presented the service department report for the month of August 
2023.  He reported that the roof over the front part of town hall is compromised, and the 
township can no longer hold events in that space until it is fixed.  The service department will 
be planting  twelve trees at River Road Park and twelve trees at Centerville Mills Park.  He 
also reported that the Smith Creek restoration project has a potential start date of November 
1, 2023.  The complete service department report is attached to and becomes a permanent 
part of these minutes.   
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FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Janice Sugarman presented the fiscal report for the month of August 2023. The 
general fund balance is $2,688,678.78 as of August 31, 2023. She reported that the fiscal 
office has begun working on end of the year tasks.  They are also receiving and reviewing 
insurance quotes.  Mrs. Sugarman received a call from the Auditor of State’s office notifying 
the township that future audits, including 2024, will be handled by a private audit firm for the 
next three to five cycles. The complete fiscal department report is attached to and becomes 
a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Several residents spoke on behalf of Kelly’s Working Well Farm and asked the 
trustees not to appeal the latest court decision.  Those residents were: 
 

- Kelly Clark of 16495 S. Franklin Street 
- Patrick Coleman of 8400 Rock Spring Drive 
- Chris Courtiol of 8459 Lakeshore Drive 
- Atticus Coleman of 8400 Rock Spring Drive 

 
LATE ADDITION 
 
Kelly’s Working Well Farm Appeal 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to authorize the Geauga County Prosecutor’s Office to 
file an appeal on Geauga County Case #22M000612 and consolidated cases. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Rotary Club 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve half of the rental fee waiver request from the 
Rotary Club for the Centerville Mills Dining Hall for their Fall Festival and Cornhole 
Tournament on October 1, 2023 in the amount of $250.00 which was not the 
recommendation of the service director.  A building attendant fee of $60.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Chagrin Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Chagrin Valley Chamber of Commerce for the fire department meeting room for First 
Responders Bridge event on September 14, 2023 in the amount of $25.00 per the 
recommendation of the service director and the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Spring Valley Civic Association 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the Spring 
Valley Civic Association for the Centerville Mills Dining Hall for Annual Clambake on October 
14, 2023 in the amount of $375.00 per the recommendation of the service director.  A 
building attendant fee of $75.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Change Order #1 and Final Pay Application – CU-0170-A-2023 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the change order #1 for project CU-0170-A-
2023, Cedar Street Section A Drainage Improvement, which reflects a decrease in the total 
contract cost with Grade Line, Inc. by $6,152.90 per the recommendation of the service 
director and the Geauga County Engineer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the final pay application for project CU-0170-
A-2023, Cedar Street Section A Drainage Improvement, in the amount of $8,559.00 paid to 
Grade Line, Inc. per the recommendation of the service director and the Geauga County 
Engineer, noting that the maintenance bond and corrective action period will run through 
August 17, 2024. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Miller Dodson Proposal 
 
 The trustees will review the proposal and take action at the September 25, 2023 
meeting. 
 
TOWN HALL - OLD BUSINESS  
 
Cell Tower Lease Update 
 
 Mr. Markley updated the other trustees and let them know that he has found a cell 
tower consultant who is familiar with the lease and the proposals the township has received. 
He is able to advise the township on how to move forward.  Mr. Markley will ask for an 
agreement to be reviewed at a future meeting. 
 
TOWN HALL - NEW BUSINESS  
 
Approval of Ballot Language – Road and Bridge Renewal Levy 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the ballot language for the Road and Bridge 
Renewal levy on the ballot for November 7, 2023 and allow the Chair of the Board of 
Trustees to sign off on the proposed verbiage as true and correct and to send to the Board 
of Elections.   
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Budget Commission Findings 
 
 Mrs. Sugarman updated the trustees on the hearing with the Budget Commission.  
The commission was concerned about some of the low balances, especially the fire/EMS 
fund.  The trustees are aware, and plan to place a levy on the March primary ballot.  
 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
          Monday, September 11,                                                                                              23 
 

4 
 

 
Invoices 

1. The Aero-Mark Company – 2023 Polyest Pavement Marking - $50,687.54 (Roads) 
2. Allied Corporation – Asphalt - $10,907.03 (Roads) 
3. SiteOne Landscape Supply – Hydro Seeding - $2,646.68 (Roads) 
4. Van Curen Services, Inc. – Emergency Tree Removal - $4,800.00 (Roads) 
5. Singerman, Mills – GL Development - $3,404.00 (General) 
6. Singerman, Mills – GL Development - $3,048.80 (General) 

 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve Resolution 09112023-A as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed 
by the Road Department in the month of August 2023 – $1,633.50 

  
Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

 
Checks Dated August 29, 2023 through September 11, 2023 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices from August 29, 2023 
through September 11, 2023, consisting of warrants #41967 through #42043 in the amount 
of $273,085.48. 
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions for the month of August 2023, #208-2023 through #242-2023 
in the amount of $1,038,726.26 are attached to and become a permanent part of these 
minutes.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Geauga County Auditor – Forfeited Land Sale 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Max Yost of 2145 Rolling Brook Trail asked about the forfeited land sale.  The 
trustees explained that anyone can bid on those properties, but if no one buys them, the 
properties go back to the township.  
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Mr. Markley and the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M.   
                                           
        
 

   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 






























