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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on August 14, 2023.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, Mr. Jeff 
Markley, and Dr. Michael Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Dr. Bates 
presided and called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and Imminent Litigation per Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22(G)(3). 

 
Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mrs. 

O’Brien, aye; Mr. Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 5:30 P.M. to go into executive session. 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz entered executive session at 5:30 P.M. and left at 5:51 P.M. 
 

Mr. Tom FitzSimmons entered executive session at 5:51 P.M. and left at 6:35 P.M. 
 
Geauga County Prosecutor Jim Flaiz was invited into executive session at 6:00 P.M. 

and left at 7:00 P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:04 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. PO Request – Lake County Sewer Co. - $5,950.00 (Roads) 
2. Response to Grievance – OPBA 
3. Updated ESID Resolution – Tabled  
4. Cell Tower Discussion – Tabled  
5. Cost Share Agreement - Tabled 

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ July 24, 2023 regular 
meeting as written. 

 
Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Dr. 

Bates, aye. Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. Jim Stanek presented the service department report for the month of July 2023.  
The department set up and tore down for a successful fireworks event at Kenston High 
School.  The road department has been working on the Cedar Street infrastructure, namely 
installing road drainage. The job was complete, but needed to be touched up after heavy 
rains. They are hopeful that it is completely fixed now.  The township is having issues with 
two road projects that they are still hoping to complete this year.  They are finalizing the 
Haskins Road project.  The Smith Creek restoration project should begin within the next 30 
days. Mr. Stanek is also working on a capital projects study for all the township-owned 
buildings.  He should have that information by this fall.  The complete service department 
report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.   
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FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Janice Sugarman presented the fiscal report for the month of July 2023. The 
general fund balance is $2,751,255.30 as of July 31, 2023.  The township received another 
opioid settlement check in the amount of $3,723.19 which is going to the DARE account. 
The township is starting to receive First Energy settlement checks and gift cards.  Mrs. 
Sugarman reported that Terry Rose has been accepted into Leadership Geauga’s Adult 
Program for the upcoming year starting in September.  The complete fiscal department 
report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Stepped Pay Grade Increase - Bowman 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the stepped pay grade increase for 
Probationary Firefighter Nicholas Bowman to $22.37/hour effective the August 26, 2023 pay 
period per the recommendation fire chief and the terms of the collective bargaining 
agreement. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request to Donate Fire Hose 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to donate 50 feet of obsolete fire hose to Kenston 
Community Education’s Youth Football Program for their training purposes in accordance 
with ORC 505.10 and per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Pally Roofing Proposal 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to authorize the chair to sign the proposal from Pally 
Roofing for services in the amount of $3,699.00 per the recommendation of the police chief 
and as reviewed by legal counsel. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS 
 
H2Ohio Application for the Smith Creek/Centerville Mills Project 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the H2Ohio Resolution of Authorization, 
resolution 08142023-A, naming Mr. James Stanek as the local coordinator for the H2Ohio 
grant, authorizing the chair to sign the inter-agency agreement, and authorizing the filing of 
the grant, per the recommendation of Chagrin River Watershed Partners (CRWP) and the 
service director. 
 

Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Pay Increase – Piotrowski  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the $1.00/hour increase in pay for Christina 
Piotrowski effective the August 26, 2023 pay period per the recommendation of the service 
director.   
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Historical Society 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Township Historical Society for the Burns-Lindow Building for their monthly 
program meeting on September 13, 2023 in the amount of $90.00 per the recommendation 
of the service director.   
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed - Lee 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant cemetery deed #648 for one grave in the 
amount of $750.00 to Robert Lee of 8735 Lake in the Woods Trail, Chagrin Falls, OH  
44023. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 13E, Lot No. 81, 
Grave 5.   Maximus Yost and Jeff Villers attested to their signatures. 
 
TOWN HALL - OLD BUSINESS  
 
Ratify ESID Paperwork 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to ratify the ESID Bond and Purchase Agreement that 
was signed by the chair on August 2, 2023. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL - NEW BUSINESS  
 
Set Vaccine Clinic  
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to set the vaccine clinic for township 
employees for September 12, 2023 at 12:30 P.M. at the service department. 
 
Ratify ESID Paperwork 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to ratify the ESID Bond and Purchase Agreement that 
was signed by the chair on August 2, 2023. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL - PENDING BUSINESS  
 
PPM Updates 
 
 Mrs. Sugarman will send an email to the department heads requesting input as the 
township begins the process of updating the Personnel Policy Manual.  
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Waterline Update 
 
 Mr. Markley attended a meeting with Geauga County Department of Water 
Resources.  They discussed if the subdivision on Route 306 would be able to tie into the 
water main.  Costs need to be determined, but the subdivision would have to pay all the 
costs related to the tie-in. They are hopeful to start the tie-in to the township buildings soon. 
 
Henry South Property 
 
 The Henrys will remove the deer stands and committed to not use 4-wheelers on the 
property moving forward.  In addition, they may place Private Property signs in certain 
areas.  They requested to be able to use the walking trails.  They would need to talk with 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy and open it to the public.  Mr. Markley will follow up 
with the family.   
 
Stormwater District 
 
 Mr. Markley reported that an attorney, Mr. Lou McMahon, will be presenting at the 
next trustees’ meeting on August 28, 2023. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase orders 1-4 listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. International Association of Firefighters – Training (EMS) - $9,000.00 (Fire) 
2. Pally Roofing Company – Roof Maintenance - $3,699.00 (Police) 
3. Grade Line Inc. – Cedar Street –Drainage Improvement - $184,782.50 (Roads) 
4. Morton Salt – Salt Fill Up for 2023 (1500 tons) - $75,000.00 (Roads) 
5. Chagrin River Watershed Partners – Censors for Monitoring - $6,900.00 (Roads) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. EMSAR – Annual Contract Fee for Labor - $2,970.00 (Fire) 
2. Liberty Tire Recycling LLC – Recycling Tires - $2,971.31 (Roads) 

 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE RENEWALS/APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the blanket certificates listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificates 

1. Fire – Accounting and Legal Fees - $500.00 
2. Fire – EMS Contracted Services - $1,000.00 
3. Fire – EMS Other – Supplies and Materials - $1,000.00 
4. General – Improvement of Sites for Parks - $15,000.00 
5. General – Other Expenses (Special Events) - $4,000.00 
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FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 

Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve Resolution 08142023-B as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed 
by the Road Department in the month of July 2023 – $3,549.15 

  
Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

 
Checks Dated July 25, 2023 through August 14, 2023 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices from July 25, 2023 through 
August 14, 2023, consisting of warrants #41766 through 41896 in the amount of 
$142,806.96. 
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions for the month of July 2023, #182-2023 through #207-2023 in 
the amount of $835,413.85 are attached to and become a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. WRLC – Eastern Region Celebration – August 31, 2023 5-8pm 
2. Fair Housing Resource Center – July Newsmagazine 
3. Geauga County Commissioners – Resolution to Reconstruct Pettibone Road 
4. NOPEC – LED Lightbulb Program 

 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 None. 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
PO Request 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase order listed below as submitted 
by the service director. 
 
 - Lake County Sewer Co. – Plum Creek Storm Sewer Cleaning $5,950.00 (Roads) 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Response to Grievance 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant the grievance, which was filed by the OPBA on 
July 20, 2023 and received into the fiscal office on August 7, 2023.  
 

Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, no; Mrs. O’Brien, no; Dr. Bates, 
no. Motion denied. 
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 

Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to adjourn with a 
second by Mr. Markley and the meeting was adjourned at 8:01 P.M.   
                                           
        
 

   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 


































