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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on May 22, 2023.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeff Markley and Dr. Michael 
Bates and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman.  Mrs. Kristina O’Brien was absent.  Dr. 
Bates presided and called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 

 
Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote followed:  Dr. Bates, aye; Mr. 

Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:30 P.M. to go into executive session.   
 

The trustees returned from executive session and reconvened their regular meeting 
at 7:02 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 None. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Dr. Bates moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ May 8, 2023 regular 
meeting as written. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Dr. Bates, aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
PRESENTATION:  Mr. Don Rice, Metzenbaum Center 
 
 Mr. Don Rice, the Executive Director of the Geauga County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities (Metzenbaum) was in attendance and gave his annual update to the trustees.  
He reported that they served 1160 people, mostly adults.  Over 120 businesses in the area 
employee individuals from the Metzenbaum program.  200 people are currently in their 
24/78 facility, which utilizes 50% of their dollars.  He expects to have another small levy on 
the ballot in 2025 or 2026. Mr. Rice encouraged anyone with further questions to contact 
him directly.  The complete report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of April 
2023.  Chief informed the trustees that Keith Kotab passed away over the weekend.  He has 
been an integral part of Safety Town for over 30 years and will be greatly missed.  Chief 
then reported that violent calls are down, even though the total calls are up.   He mentioned 
that Hyundai is giving the township 48 clubs because of recent thefts of their cars.  They will 
be distributed to 48 Hyundai owners in the township.  The golf outing is this Friday.  It 
supports the scholarships and Safety Town.  Two $1,500.00 scholarships were given out to 
two Kenston seniors last week.  The complete police report is attached to and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 There was no verbal zoning department report given for the month of April 2023.  
The complete written report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
             Monday, May  22,                                                                                            23 
 

2 
 

 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Metz presented the fire department report for the month of April 2023. She 
reported that the fire department had over 200 calls for the past two months.  This is 
considered high volume for this time of year.  She reminded residents to get open burning 
permits from Lake County.  Details are on the township website.  She also reminded people 
to slow down in neighborhoods.  Every year there are children hit by cars in the 
neighborhoods. Mr. Markley asked the chief about the consequences of the failed levy.  She 
informed the trustees that she is making changes immediately.  There will be only five 
personnel scheduled per shift and she will only have overtime if they have under four 
personnel per shift.  They will only be using two squads, and they are reducing training and 
equipment purchases. The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent 
part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of Public Employee 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to accept the resignation of Firefighter John Rudmann from 
the Bainbridge Township Fire Department effective May 20, 2023 due to an out-of-state 
move per the recommendation of the fire chief and with many thanks for his service to the 
township. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
  
Job Reclassification – Service/Parks  
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the reclassification of a parks worker to be 
on the same level as that of the service workers in the service department effective 
immediately per the recommendation of the service director. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Wage Increase – Pandy 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the wage increase for service worker Morgan 
Pandy to $25.97/hour effective the June 3, 2023 pay period and per the recommendation of 
the service director.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Recovery Club 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Recovery Club for the Bainbridge Town Hall for their comedy show fundraiser on 
September 29-30, 2023 in the amount of $315.00 per the recommendation of the service 
director.  A building attendant fee of $105.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Electric Pricing Contract 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the contract for electric service that was signed 
on May 11, 2023 by the board chair, for all Bainbridge Township owned facilities, with 
NextEra Energy for a 36-month period starting in July 2023 at a rate of 0.0590 per kilowatt 
hour. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Contracts for Election Day Polling Locations 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the contracts for the August 8, 2023 Special 
Election and November 7, 2023 General Election polling location use of the Bainbridge 
Town Hall and the Centerville Mills Dining Hall as submitted by the Geauga County Board of 
Elections.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously.  
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Zoning Applications 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the zoning applications/forms as presented 
effective immediately per the recommendation of the zoning inspector.   
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Geauga County Engineer- Crack Sealing - $35,.000.00 (Roads) 
2. Littler- Legal Expenses - $3,770.00 (Fire) 
3. Liberty Tire Recycling – Tire Recycling - $4,700.00 (Roads) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve the invoices listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Taft – Economic Development - $1,350.00 (General) 
2. Littler – Negotiations FOP – $174.00 (Police) 
3. Littler – Negotiations Full-time Firefighters - $3,770.00 (Fire) 
4. Geauga Growth Partnership – Annual Dues - $1,000.00 (General) 
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FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 

Dr. Bates made a motion to approve Resolution 05222023-A as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to Create Special Revenue Fund – EMA ARPA First Responders 
Grant Special Revenue Fund 2911 

  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated May 9, 2023 through May 22, 2023 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices May 9, 2023 through May 
22, 2023 consisting of warrants #41348 through #41421 in the amount of $168,192.48.  
 

NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Fair Housing Resource Center – Geauga County Buyer Fact Book – Mr. Markley will 
call to get a PDF of the book and have it placed on the website for residents’ use. 

 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 None 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 None. 
 
 

Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, Dr. Bates made a motion to adjourn with a second 
by Mr. Markley and the meeting was adjourned at 7:37 P.M.   
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 




























