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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on December 20, 2021.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeffrey Markley and 
Mrs. Lorrie Benza.  Trustee Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman 
were absent.  Mr. Markley presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment of Public Employees per Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22(G)(1).  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:01 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session. 
 
 Michael Bates entered executive session at 6:01 P.M. and left at 6:18 P.M. 
 

Scott Rosenthal entered executive session at 6:01 P.M. and left at 6:18 P.M. 
 
The trustees left executive session and recessed the meeting for a celebration for 

Trustee Lorrie Benza who was attending her last trustee meeting after 12 years as a trustee.  
 

The trustees reconvened their regular meeting at 7:04 P.M. and everyone stood and 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 The trustees held a moment of silence for Sue Angelino, who was fiscal officer for 14 
years at the township. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. Benza moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ October 20, 2021 public 
hearings and the December 6, 2021 regular meeting as written. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. Benza, aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of November, 
2021. She reported 198 calls for November: 148 EMS calls and 50 fire calls. Fire Prevention 
conducted 143 inspections.  Of all of the transports, 71% were residents 29% were non-
residents. Hillcrest received the most transports.  Prompt Care and the Weils received the 
most calls.  The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of 
November, 2021.  Shop-with-a-Cop was a huge success with 10 children participating.  
Three of those children were foster children that our officers had been involved with 
previously.  The Chief wanted the trustees to know that those children received very special 
attention by our officers, led by Sgt. John Bodovetz.  In addition, he reported that a stolen 
vehicle was recovered and arrests were made due to the license reader cameras.  The 
complete police report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
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ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mrs. Karen Endres presented the zoning department report for the month of 
November, 2021.  The zoning department took in $9,200.00 in receipts with one new 
housing start.  On the year, zoning has issued 73 more permits than last year. The complete 
zoning report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mr. David Steiner of Country Lane spoke on behalf of himself and Kathryn Gibbons 
regarding his issues with the zoning department.  They are concerned with the development 
next to their property and the property lines.   
 Mr. Joe Gustosky of Lost Trail has concerns about the website and the agendas. 
 Mr. Henri Preuss wanted to thank the trustees and the service department for 
allowing the holiday lighting ceremony on the township property.  He also wanted to 
recognize and thank Lorrie Benza for her years of service as trustee to the township. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Stepped Pay Grade Increase – Justus 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the stepped pay grade increase for David 
Justus to EMT-P Grade A at $26.86/hour effective January 1, 2022 per the recommendation 
of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Stepped Pay Grade Increase – Benner 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the stepped pay grade increase for Derrick 
Benner to EMT-P Grade B at $25.85/hour effective January 1, 2022 per the 
recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
EMS Billing Increase Request 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve a $100.00 increase across the board and 
$1.00 per mile increase for EMS services from the fire department per the recommendation 
of the fire chief.   
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Grade Change Request – Ponikvar 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the pay grade increase for Ptl. Alex Ponikvar 
to a Grade A Patrolman with an annual salary of $81,585.82 effective January 15, 2022 per 
the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Grade Change Request – McClellan 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the pay grade increase for Ptl. Shawn 
McClellan to a Grade A Patrolman with an annual salary of $81,585.82 effective January 15, 
2022 per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Resignation of Public Employee - Poweski 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to accept the resignation of Ptl. Josh Poweski from the 
Bainbridge Township Police Department effective January 2, 2022 per the recommendation 
of the police chief.   
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Liquor License Hearing – Thon Buri Thai Cuisine 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to authorize the fiscal officer to complete the appropriate 
paperwork involved with not requesting a hearing for a liquor license for Thon Buri Thai 
Cuisine per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Pay Application #2 – RC-BAI-V-2021 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve pay application #2 for Ronyak Paving, Inc. for 
$261,182.50 for project RC-BAI-V-2021, The Reconstruction of Various Roads, based on 
the recommendation of the service director and the county engineer. The trustees noted that 
the approved amount reflects payment for 50% of the surfacing course cost as the township 
is still awaiting test results from a third party that is analyzing the pavement surface. The 
recommendation for a reduced amount, pending test results, was communicated to the 
Geauga County Engineer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Change Order #1 and Final Pay Application – PR-BAI-V-2021 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the change order #1 for project PR-BAI-V-
2021, The Pavement Repair of Various Roads, which reflects a decrease in the total 
contract cost with Carron Asphalt Paving, Inc. by $9,082.50 per the recommendation of the 
service director and the Geauga County Engineer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
  

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the final pay application for project PR-BAI-V-
2021, The Pavement Repair of Various Roads, in the amount of $183,083.50 paid to Carron 
Asphalt Paving, Inc. per the recommendation of the service director and the Geauga County 
Engineer, noting that the maintenance bond and corrective action period will run from 
October 21, 2021 through September 30, 2022. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Teamsters Contract Approval 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the collective bargaining agreement between 
Bainbridge Township and the Teamsters Local 436 as written for the term January 1, 2022 
through December 31, 2022 per the recommendation of the service director and legal 
counsel. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
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Cemetery Deed  
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to grant a cemetery deed #626 for one grave in the 
amount of $750.00 to Imre Mechler of 7898 Scotland Drive, Chagrin Falls, OH  44023. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 13E, Lot No. 30, 
Grave 3.   Michael Bates and Wayne Burge attested to their signatures. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to appoint Mr. Scott Rosenthal as a representative for 
Bainbridge Township on the Auburn Bainbridge Recreation Board for Kenston 
Community Education effective immediately for the balance of the unexpired term 
ending June 30, 2022. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Illuminating Company – Electric - $3,000.00 (General) 
2. Fallsway – Washers for SCBAs - $60,280.00 (Fire) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the invoice list below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Invoice List 

1. Littler – Negotiations - $50.00 (Roads) 
2. Geauga County ADP Board – Q2 Invoice Police - $3,730.49 (Police) 
3. Taft – Economic Development - $112.50 (General) 
4. Ronyak Paving – RC-BAI-V-2021 - $261,182.50 (Roads) 
5. Carron Asphalt Paving, Inc. – PR-BAI-V-2021 - $183,083.50 (Roads) 
6. Geauga County ADP Board – Q2 Invoice Fire - $4,184.78 (Fire) 

 
Checks Dated December 7, 2021 through December 20, 2021 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices December 7, 2021 through 
December 20, 2021 consisting of warrants #38217 through #38334the amount of 
$326,321.82.     
 

NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. Office of Budget Management – Capital Bill Community Projects 2023-2024 
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PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 None. 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 

 
None. 
 
 
 
 
Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 

Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 7:31 P.M. 
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
  
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 


























