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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on December 6, 2021.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeffrey Markley, Mrs. 
Kristina O’Brien, and Mrs. Lorrie Benza and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Mr. 
Markley presided and called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment of Public Employees per Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22(G)(1) and Collective Bargaining per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(4). 

 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, 
aye; Mr. Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 

The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:01 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session. 
 

Michael Bates was invited into executive session at 6:01 P.M. and left at 7:03 P.M.  
  
Morena Carter was invited into executive session at 6:06 P.M. and left at 6:43 P.M.  

  
John Brett and Jim Stanek were invited into executive session at 6:01 P.M. and left 

at 6:17 P.M.   
 
Jon Bokovitz was invited into executive session at 6:18 P.M. and left at 6:46 P.M. 

 
The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the employment and 

compensation of public employees and collective bargaining, and reconvened their regular 
meeting at 7:03 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
Late Addition: Invoices:  Singerman Mills – Signature Square - $832.00 
    Singerman Mills – Development -     $4,498.00 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Mrs. Benza moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ November 22, 2021 
regular meeting as written.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Mrs. 
Benza, aye. Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION: Proclamation for Lorrie Benza 
 
 Mr. Markley read a proclamation honoring Mrs. Benza’s many years of service to 
Bainbridge Township including twelve years as trustee. He presented the proclamation to 
Mrs. Benza and thanked her for her service which will end on December 31, 2021. 
 
PRESENTATION BY GUEST: Mr. Steve Oluic, Geauga County Dept. of Water Resources 
      Mr. David Frank, GPD Group 
 Mr. Steve Oluic presented the plans for the Bainbridge Waterline Loop Closure which 
is slated to start around March of 2022 and be completed in June or July 2022.  Traffic will 
be maintained during the project.  Eligible residents can tie in when the work is complete for 
$9,000.00.  The presentation is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes.   
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
KENSTON COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
 

There was no verbal report given from Kenston Community Education for the month 
of November 2021.  Mr. Markley read a few of the numbers from the Profit and Loss 
statement provided. The complete report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes.   

 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. Jim Stanek presented the service department report for the month of November 
2021.  The department is operating in winter mode now.  They spent some time working on 
the Holiday Lighting Ceremony which was very nicely done, but not well-attended. He 
reported to the trustees that 2022 would be a very busy year for road projects. The complete 
service department report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.   
 
FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Janice Sugarman presented the fiscal report for the month of November 2021.  
The general fund balance is $2,287,434.93 as of November 30, 2021.  The complete fiscal 
report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Bridey Matheney from Thrasher, Dinsmore, and Dolan, who is the legal counsel for 
the Woods of Wembley Homeowner’s Association, asked the trustees if they would be 
acting on the resolution that is on the agenda.  She wanted an opportunity to speak about it 
along with others from the HOA.  They were asking the trustees to not approve the 
resolution.  Those who spoke in opposition to the resolution were Cliff Ashcroft of 8415 
Wembley Court, Shannon Holodinski of 8360 Woodbury, Linda Nolan of 8405 Woodbury, 
and Cameron Kian of 8380 Wembley Court.  The trustees listened to everyone and 
explained that they were being advised by the township’s legal counsel to approve the 
resolution. After much discussion over many hours, the trustees acted on the resolution. 
 
Wembley Resolution 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve Resolution 12062021-A, Settlement 
Agreement between Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees and Wembley LLC in the 
Administrative Appeal, captioned case no.21A000249, in the Court of the Common Pleas, 
Geauga County, with Judge David M. Ondrey. Under 505.07, we adopt, approve, and 
authorize placement of our signatures upon the attached Judgment Entry; provided, 
however, that such execution and effectiveness of the Judgment Entry shall be conditioned 
upon (a) approval of any final exhibits to be attached to this resolution, and (b) publication of 
the required public notice prior to submission to Court.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mrs. Benza and Mrs. O’Brien voted aye but 
said they were doing so very reluctantly. Mr. Markley voted no, indicating his preference to 
explore other options. The trustees still had a number of questions about which they had 
hoped to have additional guidance, but unfortunately were unable to procure it. They all 
spent a significant amount of time and effort in working through this matter that affects our 
residents. The motion carried and the settlement was approved. 
 
 Note:  The Geauga County Prosecutor’s Office has indicated that the township will 
post the notice and the Prosecutor’s Office will pay for the cost of the notice. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Declare Obsolete 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to declare the old fire department oven obsolete and no 
longer needed by the township pursuant to ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the fire 
chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Approval to Dispose of Property  
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to allow the disposal of the obsolete oven in accordance 
with ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Grade Change Request 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to promote Ptl. Samantha Jeavons to a Probationary 
Grade D Patrolman at an annual salary of $59,583.02 effective December 18, 2021 per the 
recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Canyon Woods HOA 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the Canyon 
Woods HOA for the Burns-Lindow Building for their annual meeting on December 15, 2021 
in the amount of $75.00 per the recommendation of the service director.   
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed  
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to grant a cemetery deed #625 for one grave in the 
amount of $750.00 to Louise Harris of 17633 Merry Oaks Trail, Chagrin Falls, OH  
44023. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 11, Lot No. 7, Grave 
5.   Michael Bates and Maximus Yost attested to their signatures. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
OTA Membership 2022 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to renew membership in the Ohio Township Association’s 
Coalition of Large Ohio Urban Townships (CLOUT) for the year 2022 in the amount of 
$200.00. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Zoning Commission Appointments 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to reappoint Marlene Walkush to the Bainbridge 
Township Zoning Commission for the term beginning January 1, 2022 and ending 
December 31, 2026, and to reappoint Stacey Westervelt to the alternate Zoning 
Commission term beginning January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2023. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
Updated Zoning Map Approval 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the Zoning Map, Resolution 12062021-B,  
that was updated due to the Consent Judgement Entry with Signature Square per the 
recommendation of the Zoning Inspector. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
  
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
2022 Blanket Certificates 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the 2022 Blanket Certificate list for all 
township departments as outlined in the attached memo dated December 6, 2021 per the 
recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
2022 Vendor Purchase Order Requests 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the 2022 Vendor Purchase Order Request list 
for all township departments as outlined in the attached memo dated December 6, 2021 per 
the recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
2022 Recurring Vendor Purchase Orders 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the 2022 Recurring Vendor Purchase Order 
list for all township departments as outlined in the attached memo dated December 6, 2021 
per the recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the purchase order listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation – 2022 Policy - $39,231.00 (All) 
2. Geauga County Engineer – Crack Sealing - $22,889.70 (Roads) 
3. FSS, Inc. – Two sets of Turnout Gear - $6,450.00 (Fire) 
4. Otis Elevator – Yearly Contract - $4.687.20 (Fire) 
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EMERGENCY PO RATIFICATION 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to ratify the purchase order listed below as submitted by 
the Fiscal Officer.  
 

- Geauga Mechanical – Hot Water Heater - $5,195.00 (Police) 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve Resolution 12062021-C as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed 
by the Road Department in the month of November 2021 – $1,832.74 

  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve Resolution 12062021-D as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to approve the creation of a Special Revenue Fund 2909 in the 
amount of $44,079.00 for the ODNR NatureWorks grant as specified by the 
Auditor of State 

  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated November 23, 2021 through December 6, 2021 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices from November 23, 2021 
through December 6, 2021 consisting of warrants #38125 through #38216 in the amount of 
$263,154.78. 
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions for the month of November 2021, #307-2021 through #335-
2021 in the amount of $538,288.08 are attached to and become a permanent part of these 
minutes.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Dominion Energy: Rates and service charges increases 
2. Geauga Growth Partnership:  Sponsorship Opportunities 
3. Geauga County Board of Commissioners:  Resolutions for Chagrin Road and 

Washington Street 
4. CRWP: 2022 Membership Dues 

 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Chief Metz wanted to inform the trustees that wait times at all of the local emergency 
rooms is anywhere from 1 – 2 hours due to staff shortages. 
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LATE ADDITIONS 
 
Invoice Approvals 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the following invoices per the 
recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 

- Singerman Mills – Signature Square - $832.00 (General) 
- Singerman Mills – Development - $4,498.00 (General) 

 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 

Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 








































































