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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 
Town Hall on August 12, 2019.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza, Mr. Jeffrey 
Markley, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman.  Mrs. Benza 
presided and called the meeting to order at 5:36 P.M. noting the special start time to meet 
with the Bainbridge Township Parks Committee. 
 
SPECIAL SESSION - PARKS COMMITTEE 
 
 The trustees met with members of the Park Committee to address the status of the 
playground at River Road Park.  Those in attendance were park committee members Ms. 
Tobe Schulman and Ms. Becky Obradovic.  Also in attendance were Mrs. Joan Demirjian,, 
Mr. Henri Preuss, Service Director Jim Stanek, and Properties Manager Tab Gordon.  
 The trustees gave an overview of the issues at River Road Park explaining that 
much of the equipment can no longer be used by the public due to wood rotting.  The park 
committee and the trustees would like input from the residents as to whether or not they 
would like to see the equipment replaced.  The general fund budget is very limited and 
would not cover replacement of the equipment.  The township would need to look at 
fundraising or donations - possibly a corporate sponsor or naming rights for the playground.  
The trustees want to hear what is important to the residents at the parks…playgrounds, 
walking paths, other?   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to recess the special meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and Collective Bargaining per Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22(G)(4). 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their special meeting at 6:12 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  
 
 The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the employment and 
compensation of public employees and collective bargaining and reconvened their meeting 
at 7:08P.M.   
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 

1. Table Advantech Contract action – Fire: Old Business 
2. Table all three training requests – Police:  New Business 
3. Table Snow and Ice Agreement – Service: New Business 
4. Table Performance Bonds – Fire Department – New Business 

 
MINUTES 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ July 22, 2019 regular 
meeting as submitted. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, abstain; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ July 30, 2019 special 
meeting as submitted. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
KENSTON COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
 
 Mrs. Lynn Gotthardt presented the Kenston Community Education report for the 
month of July 2019.  She reported that baseball and softball seasons have ended.  There 
were a lot of missed games towards the beginning of the season due to rain, but many of 
the games were made up.  KCE has accepted the retirement of Ann Faist, who worked in 
the office on registrations.  They are looking at hiring her replacement.  Their summer intern, 
Michael Rendlesham, helped with the new program book and also looked at better ways to 
communicate with the schools and vendors.  KCE is looking at charging a fee for payments 
made with credit cards.  In addition, they are working on job descriptions for the office. The 
complete Kenston Community Education report is attached to and becomes a permanent 
part of these minutes. 
 

SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. Jim Stanek presented the service department report for the month of July 2019.   
He reported that the fireworks event went very well again this year.  They are working on 
selecting a date for next year.  Other things that were accomplished in July include the 
painting of the Bissell-Tucek house, the demolition and removal of the co-op building, and 
the pressure washing and scraping of the police auxiliary building.  In addition, the 
Hawksmoor and full-depth repair road projects are in progress and should be completed 
soon.  The complete service department report is attached to and becomes a permanent 
part of these minutes. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Sugarman delivered the fiscal report for July 2019. The general fund balance is 

$2, 143,433.89 as of July 31, 2019.  She reported that the payment for their portion of the 

fireworks event was received by Auburn Township.  The fiscal office is preparing for the 

budget meeting with the county next week, and is also planning for temporary appropriations 

meetings to start in September.  The complete fiscal office report is attached to and 

becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Advantech Contracts 
 
 On June 24, 2019, the trustees approved purchase agreements for an E-One 
pumper truck and an E-One tanker truck through the manufacturer’s local distributor 
Advantech. Since that time, we’ve run into some discrepancies between the proposals and 
the signed contracts. Mr. Markley had a conversation with fire department employees as 
well as the company representatives and there are some proposed revisions that would 
perhaps need to be put in place. Any action on the contracts, if any, will be tabled until a 
future meeting. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Accept Donations 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donation from a local family in 
the amount of $2,500.00 in accordance with ORC 505.10, and with extreme gratitude for the 
donation which will be used towards a new fire safety trailer. 
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Leave of Absence Request – Arnold 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the leave of absence request from Firefighter 
Jim Arnold from August 12, 2019 through November 1, 2019 due to an orientation academy 
for his full-time position at Cleveland EMS as authorized by section 7.7 of the township 
Personnel Policy Manual and based on the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Leave of Absence Request – Fisher 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the leave of absence request from Firefighter 
Lauren Fisher from August 5, 2019 through February 5, 2020 due to a probationary period 
with her full-time position at Beachwood Fire Department EMS as authorized by section 7.7 
of the township Personnel Policy Manual and based on the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – E. Dobies 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Firefighter Eric 
Dobies to attend the Pump Operations and Water Supply training in Bowling Green, OH 
from October 4-8, 2019 at an estimated cost of $1,219.50 with the use of a township vehicle 
per the recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – Metz 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Chief Lou Ann Metz 
to attend the International ITLS Conference in Las Vegas, NV from November 11-16, 2019 
at no cost to the township per the recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the 
training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request to Declare Obsolete 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to declare eight old recliners obsolete and no longer 
needed by the township pursuant to ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Request to Dispose of Property 
 
  Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the request to dispose of the eight old 
recliners that have been declared obsolete pursuant to ORC 505.10, per the 
recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
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Approval of Promotional Language for Full-time Lieutenant 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the recommended Collective Bargaining 
Agreement language adjustment to Article 20 of the Collective Bargaining Agreement 
between the Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees and the Bainbridge Association of 
Professional Firefighters, specifically adding Section 3 to Article 20 to read as follows: 
 

Upon promotion to the lieutenant classification, the newly promoted lieutenant shall 
receive an increase of 12% over their highest level of pay for full-time firefighter 
referred to in Appendix A.  All employees newly promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
shall be considered to be on a probationary evaluation period for a period of one (1) 
year from the effective date of promotion. An employee may be demoted back to the 
rank of full time firefighter for any reason during the probationary evaluation period 
and such demotion shall not be subject to the grievance procedure. The demotion of 
such employees shall be at the sole discretion of the Township. 

 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Accept Donations 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donation from a local family in 
the amount of $2,500.00 in accordance with ORC 505.10, and with extreme gratitude for the 
donation which will be used towards new traffic cones. 
 
Grade Change Request - Lukas 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the grade change request for Ptl. Jamie 
Lukas to a Grade A Patrolman at an annual salary of $72,772.52 effective the first pay 
period after September 11, 2019 per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Grade Change Request - LaCitiva 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the grade change request for Ptl. Brandon 
LaCitiva to a Grade D Patrolman at an annual salary of $59,475.36 effective the first pay 
period after September 11, 2019 per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Hawksmoor HOA 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Hawksmoor HOA for the Bainbridge Town Hall meeting room on September 5, 2019 for their 
annual meeting in the amount of $70.00 per the recommendation of the service director.  A 
building attendant fee of $30.00 will be paid. We note that this action includes an exception 
for activity approval that is not in conformity with our guidelines requiring submission a 
minimum of six weeks prior to the events. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Kent State Geauga 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from Kent State 
Geauga for the Bainbridge Town Hall on August 13, 2019 for their advisory board meeting at 
a 50% reduction for the amount of $125.00, noting that some of the money will be used to 
pay a service department employee to assist with set-up and tear-down.  We note that this 
action includes an exception for activity approval that is not in conformity with our guidelines 
requiring submission a minimum of six weeks prior to the events. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 

Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Kent State Geauga 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from Kent State 
Geauga for the Centerville Mills Dining Hall on October 10, 2019 for their scholarship 
reception at a 50% reduction for the amount of $487.50.  A building attendant fee of $75.00 
will be paid. 
   
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, no; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. (Mrs. Benza noted her preference to waive the full amount, but 
require the attendant fee.) 
 
Cemetery Grant Application 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Cemetery Grant Application, seeking 
$1,000.00 through the grant for an offset to the proposed cost of the Cemetery Information 
Management System, authorizing the chairman of the Board of Trustees and the township 
Fiscal Officer to sign the application, per the recommendation of the Service Director. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
JEDD 
 
 Mr. Markley explained to the other trustees that there were some changes in the 
JEDD by-laws due to changes in the Ohio Revised Code.  They are also looking into tax 
collection fees from RITA and how that affects the JEDD.  Paperwork and action will be 
required at the next meeting. 
 
Engine Brake Restriction 
 
 In mid-June, the trustees received a call from a resident, Dana Martell, who lives on 
Chillicothe Road, just north of the Montefiore property. Ms. Martell was calling about the 
grinding sound of engine brakes on semi-trucks, which is prevalent where she is given the 
Convenience Business District and all of the businesses just south of where she lives.  
 When she phoned she requested that the BOT take action to prohibit engine brakes, 
aka Jake Brakes. A previous BOT did that in April, 2002: 

ENGINE BRAKE RESTRICTION: Mr. Desiderio made a motion to restrict the use of 
engine brakes in Bainbridge Township. Mr. Hesse seconded the motion that passed 
unanimously. 

 The trustees know that the action was communicated to ODOT because there are a 
number of signs in place. However, there is a sign on SR 306 southbound as one leaves 
South Russell that says End Engine Brake Restriction. Mrs. Benza contacted ODOT and 
Ms. Amanda McFarland was very responsive. She let the board know that the sign will be 
replaced with a “NO ENGINE BRAKE” sign. The sign has been ordered, and the Geauga 
County crews will swap it out once it arrives. 
 The trustees discussed an additional enforcement opportunity available to the 
township under the ORC section that governs engine brake restriction. It permits a fine 
system. If proper signage is ineffective, the board may consider seeking guidance on 
additional enforcement methods available to the township.  
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ZONING DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the most recent building elevation revisions 
and plans for the former Ruby Tuesday building as submitted to the township zoning 
inspector on July 30, 2019, noting that there shall be no visible mechanical appurtenances 
on the roof and that the dumpster enclosure shall match the building in construction and 
aesthetics. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase order list (Items 1-7) as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Requests 

1. Highway Garage – General Repairs/Maintenance - $3,000.00 (Police) 
2. Metis Construction Services – Gutter/Fascia Repairs - $10,250.00 (Fire) 
3. Fire Catt – Hose Testing - $3,712.00 (Fire) 
4. OFCA – Lt. Assessment - $6,100.00 (Fire) 
5. Ramaker & Associates, Inc. – Upgrade to CIMS - $3,500.00 (General)** 
6. Asphalt Fabrics – Chip seal parking lot - $25,000.00 
7. Tim Lally – Truck Purchase - $38,600.00 (Roads) 

 
 **Mr. Markley asked that the service department wait to place the order with 
Ramaker until everything is in place to fully utilize the software upgrade. 
 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the invoice list (Items 1-3) below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoice 

1. Kokosing Materials, Inc. – Materials - $4,705.80 (Roads) 
2. Kokosing Materials, Inc. – Materials - $7,299.60 (Roads) 
3. Clemans-Nelson – Professional Services - $936.25 (General, Police) 

 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE APPROVAL 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously.  
 
Blanket Certificates 

1. Fire – Buildings - $1,000.00 
 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve Resolution 08122019-A as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed by 
the Road Department in the month of July 2019 – 2,215.94 

    
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
          Monday, August 12,                                                                                            19 
 

7 
 

 
 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve Resolution 08122019-B as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to increase permanent appropriations and revenues for the current year 
due to receiving OPWC funding for the Haskins Road Resurfacing Project. - 
$200,00.00 

    
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated July 23, 2019 to August 12, 2019 
  
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices dated July 23, 2019 to 
August 12, 2019consisting of warrants #32745through #32884 in the amount of $78,824.82. 
 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to, and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions for the month of July 2019, #229-2019 through #271-2019 in 
the amount of $587,668.45 are attached to and become a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
NOTE:  A register of said transactions is attached to, and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Henri Preuss of Kenston Lakes is happy that the township is bringing the 
cemetery department into the modern era. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. United Way Annual Meeting – September 13, 2019  11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
2. Request to purchase old white house property on CVM property.  Mr. Markley will 

respond. 
3. Geauga Public Health – Update from Health Commissioner Tom Quade 
4. Holbrook Hollows Ribbon Cutting – August 17, 2019 at 10 am 
5. WRLC – Eastern Region Celebration – August 29, 2019 5-8 pm 
6. Geauga County Planning Commission – Final Plat Approval – McFarland Woods 

Subdivision Phase 2 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
None. 
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 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 P.M. 
 
 
                                                                                      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 








































