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The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 

Town Hall on June 28, 2021.  Those present were Trustees Mr. Jeffrey Markley, Mrs. 
Kristina O’Brien, and Mrs. Lorrie Benza and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Mr. 
Markley presided and called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, 
aye; Mr. Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:01 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session. 
 
 Chief Metz was invited into executive session at 6:43 P.M. and left at 7:02 P.M. 
 
 Kristen Grachanin was invited into executive session at 6:48 P.M. and left at 7:02 
P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the employment and 
compensation of public employees, and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:06 P.M. and 
everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Move Fire Department – Employment of Public Employee to beginning of meeting 
2. Table PO #4 – Meritech  

 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. Benza moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ June 14, 2021 regular 
meeting as written. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote: Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to hire Kristen Grachanin as a part-time Bainbridge 
Township Firefighter starting as FF/EMT-P Grade C with a starting pay of $23.03/hour along 
with $450.00 for clothing allowance effective July 3, 2021 per the recommendation of the fire 
chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SWEARING-IN  
 
 Kristen Grachanin was sworn in as a Firefighter with the Bainbridge Township Fire 
Department by Fiscal Officer Janice Sugarman. 
 
PRESENTATION – Civic Club: Bainbridge Rox 
 
 Three members of the Civic Club presented to the trustees their idea to expand on 
the Ox Roast.  Justin Ryan, Mark Lindhurst, and Jeremy Janszen discussed the Bainbridge 
Rox event and how they envision the plans.  They were looking for feedback and possibly 
help from the township on the planning and execution.  The presentation is attached to and 
becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of May, 2021.  
She reported that Fire Prevention conducted 85 inspections with 8 code violations.  She 
reminded the residents to watch their speed in neighborhoods where children are out 
playing.  Also, make sure you keep children safe around pools and lakes, as drowning is the 
number one cause of death for children in the summer. Check in on elderly and make sure 
they stay hydrated.  The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent part 
of these minutes. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Lieutenant Bob Weir presented the police department report for the month of May, 
2021.  He reported that calls are up again over last year which was down due to Covid.  He 
mentioned that they assisted neighboring departments on a fatal car crash and a potential 
riot.  He advised residents to lock their cars and keep valuables out of their cars.  Theft of 
cars is up in the area.  The complete police report is attached to and becomes a permanent 
part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mrs. Karen Endres presented the zoning department report for the month of May, 
2021.  She reported that zoning had one new home start and issued 26 permits.  They took 
in $6,249.00 in receipts. She is asking for a new scanner for scanning zoning maps and 
plans.  Mr. Markley will meet with her to discuss. The complete zoning report is attached to 
and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Pay Grade Change Request 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the pay grade change request for Firefighter 
Dave Cooley to Firefighter B with a yearly salary of $70,786.70 effective the pay period 
starting July 17, 2021 per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – Chief Metz 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the training request for Chief Metz to attend 
the Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Conference in Columbus, OH from July 12 – 16, 2021 at an estimated 
cost of $1,571.00 with the use of a township vehicle per the recommendation of the fire chief 
and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – Chief Metz 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the training request for Chief Metz to attend 
the Station Design Conference in St. Louis, MO from August 23-26, 2021 at an estimated 
cost of $1,273.96 per the recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the training 
request. 
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Training Request – Assistant Chief Burge 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the training request for Assistant Chief Burge 
to attend the Station Design Conference in St. Louis, MO from August 23-26, 2021 at an 
estimated cost of $1,273.96 per the recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the 
training request. 
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – McClintock 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the training request for Paul McClintock to 
attend the Station Design Conference in St. Louis, MO from August 23-26, 2021 at an 
estimated cost of $823.96 per the recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the 
training request. 
  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Liquor License Hearing – Pizzeria DeLauro LLC 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to authorize the fiscal officer to complete the appropriate 
paperwork involved with not requesting a hearing for a liquor license for Pizzeria DeLauro 
LLC based on the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Tuition Reimbursement Request 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the tuition reimbursement request from 
Samantha Jeavons for the police academy program at Lakeland College in the amount of 
$4,615.00 per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Cemetery Deed  
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to grant a cemetery deed #615 for one columbarium 
niche in the amount of $1,500.00 to Robert P. and Janet M. Bell of 8606 Lake in the 
Woods Trail, Chagrin Falls, OH  44023. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, CLMB 1 (Section 13E, Lot 
71), South Wall, Niche A3.   Chief Lou Ann Metz and Mr. Dave Pfouts attested to their 
signatures. 
 
Cemetery Deed  
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to grant a cemetery deed #616 for one grave in the 
amount of $1,500.00 to Merritt J. and Cynthia L. Bartholomew of 18 Cardinal Drive, 
Hiram, OH  44234. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 7, Lot #20, Grave 5.   
Chief Lou Ann Metz and Mr. Dave Pfouts attested to their signatures. 
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Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Civic Club 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the Civic 
Club for the Centerville Mills Dining Hall for Bainbridge Rox on August 28, 2021 with setup 
and cleanup on August 27 and 29, 2021 in the amount of $3,560.00 per the 
recommendation of the service director.  A building attendant fee of $570.00 will be paid. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Civic Club 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the Civic 
Club for the Centerville Mills Dining Hall for Bainbridge Rox planning meetings on May 19, 
June 16, June 30, July 14, July 28, August 11, and August 25, 2021 in the amount of 
$980.00 per the recommendation of the service director.  A building attendant fee of 
$210.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Civic Club 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the Civic 
Club for the Centerville Mills Dining Hall for monthly meetings the first Wednesday of the 
month in January, February, March, April, October, and November in the amount of $735.00 
per the recommendation of the service director.  A building attendant fee of $315.00 will be 
paid. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Bid Award Recommendation - PR-BAI-V-2021 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to award the bid for project PR-BAI-V-2021, The 
Pavement Repair of Various Roads, to Carron Asphalt Paving, Inc. in the amount of 
$192,166.00 pursuant to the recommendation of the county engineer and the service 
director.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Go Green Grant Request 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to authorize the service liaison to sign the application for 
the Go Green Community Grant for $2,500.00 towards upgrades to the recycling center with 
a total project cost of $4,550.39 per the recommendation of the service director. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
ABRB Appointment 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to re-appoint Ms. Sarah Delly to the Auburn Bainbridge 
Recreation Board as a Bainbridge Township representative for a three-year term beginning 
July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2024. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Eagle Scout Project 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to move forward with the eagle scout project 
from Sam Koltis to repair and restore the bench seating at the outside chapel at Centerville 
Mills Park. 
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TOWN HALL – OLD BUSINESS 
 
LED Street Lighting Bulb Replacement 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to move forward with the LED conversion table, Schedule 
C Tariff Option 3, to replace 150 HPS bulbs with 50 FE LED bulbs in residential 
neighborhoods as needed and authorize the chair to sign the necessary paperwork per the 
recommendation of the service director. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Historical Society Lease 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the lease with the Bainbridge Township 
Historical Society for the Bissell-Tucek House from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2024 in 
the amount of $10.00 per month in rental fees and $500.00 per year for utilities per the 
recommendation of the service director and per the terms of the lease agreement. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Website Update 
 
 Mrs. Sugarman updated the trustees on the status of the new website.  Company 
119 has been working on a new website for the township at the request of the Geauga 
County Auditor.  The new website is scheduled to launch on June 29, 2021. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Flu Shot Clinic 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to hold a Flu Shot Clinic at the town hall for 
eligible employees and their families on September 13, 2021 from noon to 1pm.  The clinic 
will be staffed by Sand Run Pharmacy. 
 
OPWC Elections 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to nominate PJ Cavanaugh to continue as the Geauga 
County Representative to Ohio Public Works Commission for a three-year term. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of BZA Member 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to accept the resignation of Mike Corcoran from the 
Board of Zoning Appeals effective July, 1, 2021. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
ULGF Distribution Method Approval 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the amended method of distribution for the 
Undivided Local Government Funds beginning in 2022, which was approved by the Geauga 
County Budget Commission at its meeting on May 25, 2021 and further amended at its 
meeting of June 14, 2021 pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5747.53 and per the 
recommendation of the fiscal officer. 
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
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PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve purchase orders 1-3 and 5-9 as listed below 
as submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Geauga Mechanical – Building Repairs - $10,000.00 (Police) 
2. Valley Enforcement Group – 2021 Dues - $10,000.00 (Police) 
3. Samantha Jeavons – Tuition Reimbursement - $4,615.00 (Police)  
4. Meritech – KIP 720 Color Scanner - $7,865.00 (General) 
5. Allied Corporation – Material for Various Roads - $15,000.00 (Roads) 
6. American Fireworks - 2nd payment - $6,750.00 (General) 
7. Collins Equipment Corp. – Fuel System Update - $129,667.00 (Roads, Police, Fire) 
8. Geauga County Engineer – Hydroseeder - $16,000.00 (Roads) 
9. Carron Asphalt Paving, Inc. – PR-BAI-V-2021 - $192,166.00 (Roads) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the invoice list below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoice List 

1. The Arms Trucking Company – Limestone - $4,916.15 (Roads) 
2. DS Architecture – Town Hall - $3,750.00 (General) 
3. Allied Corporation – Asphalt Materials - $2,669.15 (Roads) 

 
Checks Dated June 15, 2021 through June 28, 2021 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices June 15, 2021 through June 
28, 2021 consisting of warrants #37081 through #37140in the amount of $38,287.20.    
 

NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. NOPEC – Member Appreciation Night – Lake County Captains – August 7, 2021 
2. Morgan Stanley – Security Breech Info 
3. Eagle Scouts – Thank you note 
4. Purdue Pharma – Lawsuit Information 
5. Diane Grendell – Letter of support for SB 111 – she voted in favor of it 
6. Letter to trustees from resident praising John Brett 

 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Dave Pfouts of Snyder Road asked the trustees about the status of the waterline 
project. The responded that it is moving forward.  He also asked about snake hill on Geauga 
Lake Road.  The trustees explained that it is being graded now to open up the line of sight.  
Eventually the ditches will be eliminated and the road will be paved.   
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 None. 
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Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 8:44 P.M. 
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________  
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 


























