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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 
Town Hall on June 10, 2019.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza, Mr. Jeffrey 
Markley, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman.  Mrs. Benza 
presided and called the meeting to order at 6:09P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to go into executive session for a Conference with Legal 
Counsel concerning imminent court action per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(3). 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their regular meeting at 6:09 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  Mrs. Kristina O’Brien recused herself and left the executive session. 
 

Prosecutor Jim Flaiz was invited into the executive session at 6:09P.M. and left at 
6:45 P.M. 
  
 The trustees returned from executive session, after conferring with legal counsel 
about matters related to imminent court action and reconvened their meeting at 7:01P.M.   
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 

1. Police- New Business Item #3 - Military Leave will be tabled. 
2. Town Hall – New Business – TIF Resolution will be tabled. 
3. Late Addition: Authority for Legal Action 

 
MINUTES 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ May 28, 2019 regular 
meeting as submitted. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
KENSTON COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
 
 There was no report given for Kenston Community Education for the month of May 

2019.  The  written KCE report is attached and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.   

 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. Jim Stanek presented the service department report for the month of May 2019.  

He reported that portions of the playground at River Road Park are no longer safe and have 

been taken out of commission.  The Independence Day Celebration planning is in full swing.  

The cemetery was given a lot of attention so that it would be ready for Mother’s Day and 

Memorial Day. The Dog Park opened the first weekend in June, and the light at Taylor May 

and Route 306 is now active.  The complete service department report is attached and 
becomes a permanent part of these minutes.   
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FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Sugarman delivered the fiscal report for May 2019. The general fund balance is 

$1,869,690.46 as of May 31, 2019.  Mrs. Sugarman reported that most of the NOPEC grant 

funds have been received.  The township will be receiving a total of $42,194.00 for energy 

saving projects.  The 2020 budget has been advertised and is available in the fiscal office 

for viewing.  The second half taxes have requested from the Geauga County Auditor.  The 

Budget Commission meeting had been set for August 19, 2019 at 8:30 A.M.  Mrs. Sugarman 

also mentioned that she would be out of the office for the first two weeks of July due to 

surgery. The complete fiscal report is attached and becomes a permanent part of these 

minutes.   

 
FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Sugarman delivered the fiscal report for May 2019. The general fund balance is 

$1,869,690.46 as of May 31, 2019.  Mrs. Sugarman reported that most of the NOPEC grant 

funds have been received.  The township will be receiving a total of $42,194.00 for energy 

saving projects.  The 2020 budget has been advertised and is available in the fiscal office 

for viewing.  The second half taxes have requested from the Geauga County Auditor.  The 

Budget Commission meeting had been set for August 19, 2019 at 8:30 A.M.  Mrs. Sugarman 

also mentioned that she would be out of the office for the first two weeks of July due to 

surgery. The complete fiscal report is attached and becomes a permanent part of these 

minutes.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mr. Gil Myers of Chagrin Road thanked the service department, especially Jim and 
Greg, for the work that they did on the cemetery in the month of May.  He also mentioned 
that there is a parking problem in Settler’s Park.  Mr. Henri Preuss of Kenston Lakes 
believes that it is a scheduling problem, with too many baseball and soccer games at the 
same time.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Leave of Absence Request 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the leave of absence request from Firefighter 
Mike Bair from the Bainbridge Township Fire Department from June 3 to November 3, 2019 
due to commitments at his full-time position per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Grade Change Request 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the grade change request for Ptl. Theresa 
Tymoszczuk to a Grade B Patrolman at an annual salary of $67,211.87 effective the first pay 
period after July 14, 2019 per the recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Retirement of Public Employee 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to accept and approve the retirement of Ms. Electa 
Roznik from her position as a records clerk with the Bainbridge Police Department effective 
June 30, 2019 per the recommendation of the police chief and with many thanks for her 20 
years of service to the township. Chief notes that Ms. Roznik may be available in the future 
for part time work if needed. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Declare Obsolete 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to declare the playground equipment near the Co-op 
building at Centerville Mills Park obsolete and no longer needed by the township pursuant to 
ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the road superintendent. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Approval to sell on Govdeals.com  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to allow the listing of the obsolete playground equipment 
on Govdeals.com for sale in accordance with ORC 505.10, per the recommendation of the 
road superintendent, noting that the equipment will need to be removed by the winning 
bidder to allay any future safety concerns. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Women’s Club 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Women’s Club for the Bainbridge Town Hall October 31 to November 2, 2019 in 
the amount of $695.00 for their Holiday Boutique per the recommendation of the service 
director.  A building attendant fee of $262.50 will be paid. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Geauga County 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Geauga County Probate Court and the Geauga County Recorder for the Bainbridge Town 
Hall on August 7, 2019 for the Good Deeds Program in the amount of $87.50 per the 
recommendation of the service director.  A building attendant fee of $37.50 will be paid.  
Mrs. O’Brien has offered to pay this fee. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to rescind the motion granting a cemetery deed to Mr.  

Louis Martini that was approved on May 13, 2019 per the recommendation of the Service 

Director. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant a cemetery deed for one grave to Ms. Louise E. 
Martini of 820 Cliff View Drive, Reno, NV  89523 in the amount of $1,500.00.  This is a name 
correction from the deed issued at the May 13, 2019 board meeting. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Cemetery Lot for Section 9, Lot No. 259, Grave 4.  
Mr. Dave Pfouts and Mrs. Joan Demerjian attested to their signatures. 
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Cemetery Deed 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant a cemetery deed for one grave to Mr. Brian 
Cochran and Mrs. Brenda L.S. Cochran of 8740 East Washington Street in the amount of 
$750.00. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Cemetery Lot for Section 13E, Lot No. 111, Grave 4. 
Mr. Dave Pfouts and Mrs. Joan Demerjian attested to their signatures. 
 
Cemetery Deed 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant a cemetery deed for one grave to Mrs. Sandra 
Goglin of 8649 Chase Drive in the amount of $750.00. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Cemetery Lot for Section 13, Lot No. 35, Grave 5.  
Mr. Dave Pfouts and Mrs. Joan Demerjian attested to their signatures. 
  
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Eagle Scout Proclamations 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation of Eagle Scout 
Achievement for Michael Williams bestowed on June 9th, 2019. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation of Eagle Scout 
Achievement for Michael Bock bestowed on June 9th, 2019. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation of Eagle Scout 
Achievement for Ethan Krause bestowed on June 9th, 2019. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase order list (Items 1-5) as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Requests 

1. Paladin – Smoke Detector Relocation - $2,807.83 (Fire) 
2. Chagrin/SE Council of Governments – HazMat Membership Dues - $3,500.00 (Fire) 
3. Thomas Rak Painting – Bissell-Tucek House - $8,500.00 (General) 
4. The McLean Company – Asphalt Roller - $44,005.35 (Roads) 
5. ServPro – Fiscal Clean-up - $3,362.57 (General) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the invoice list (Items 1-2) below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
          Monday, June 10,                                                                                            19 
 

5 
 

Invoices 
1. Corridon Builders & Remodelers – Burns-Lindow Furnace and A/C -  
  $8,400.00 (General) 
2. Geauga County ADP Board – IT Services - $4,013.07 (Fire) 

 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificate 

1. Cemetery – Other Supplies and Materials - $1,000.00 
 

FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve Resolution 06102019-A as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed by 
the Road Department in the month of May 2019 - $7,708.02 

    
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated May 29, 2019 through June 10, 2019 
  
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices dated May 29, 2019 through 
June 10, 2019 consisting of warrants #32374 through #32453 in the amount of $58,814.40. 
 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to, and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions for the month of May 2019, #150-2019through #198-2019 in 
the amount of $728,192.92 are attached to and become a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
NOTE:  A register of said transactions is attached to, and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. Mishawaka Land & Timber Co.: Interested in land rights. 
2. GTSWMD – Gotta Go Green fest, Saturday, June 22, 2019 noon to 3pm 
3. Arden Courts – 20th Anniversary, Thursday, June 13, 2019 5pm – 8pm 
4. Board of Commissioners – Community Development Survey 
5. CRWP - Master Gardener Program  
6. Pomeroy Foundation – Historical Marker Grants 
7. The Grove – Concert – August 10, 2019 7pm 

 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
Authority for Legal Action 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to authorize the Geauga County Prosecutor to take 
necessary legal steps including but not limited to filing legal action against the Geauga 
County Park District (GCPD) to enforce applicable township zoning regulations in the 
Geauga County Court of Common Pleas. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, abstain.  Motion carried. 
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 Significant discussion ensued with the trustees explaining that they had reached out 
to the Park District Board of Commissioners and Executive Director in efforts to discuss 
concerns over new parking lot and pavilion/shelter construction at Frohring Meadows Park. 
Zoning Inspector Karen Endres identified zoning issues in December, 2018. Residents along 
Savage Road had contacted the trustees as well as the park commissioners to express their 
concerns. 
 
 The trustees reviewed Park District minutes back to 2001, and noted a willingness 
and receptivity by Park District personnel to meet with and listen to concerns of local 
residents. As far back as 2005 and 2006, special meetings were held with Bainbridge 
residents and officials.  
 
 The trustees had been hopeful that joint discussions could be held now, as the 
GCPD is constructing a new phase of buildings. Trustees sought to address the affected 
residents' concerns, the planning needs/activities of the Park District, and the zoning and 
safety concerns that the township has identified. Unfortunately, legal counsel for the GCPD 
sent a letter to Trustee Benza today advising that the GCPD will not meet to discuss these 
matters, and will proceed as planned. 
 
 Inasmuch as the trustees believe they have a duty to support the zoning regulations 
of Bainbridge Township, they authorized the Geauga County Prosecuting Attorney to take 
any necessary legal action. They indicated their disappointment that this appeared to be to 
only available option. 
 
 Mr. Gil Myers of Chagrin Road voiced his opinion and was not in favor of the trustees 
using taxpayer money for this legal action. So he was opposed to the township authorizing 
legal action. Mr. Markley indicated that the Geauga County Prosecutor’s Office will handle 
this matter, and not outside legal counsel.  
  
 
 
 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 P.M. 
 
 
                                                                                      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 








































