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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 
Town Hall on May 10, 2021.  The meeting was also broadcast remotely through Zoom.  
Those present were Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza, Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, and Mr. Jeffrey 
Markley, and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman. Mr. Markley presided and called the 
meeting to order at 6:02 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, 
aye; Mr. Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:02 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session. 
 
 Chief Bokovitz was invited into executive session at 6:16 P.M. and left at 6:49 P.M. 
 

Ms. Rachael Mervin was invited into executive session at 6:35 P.M. and was joined 
by Mrs. Janice Sugarman.  Ms. Mervin and Chief Bokovitz left at 6:49 P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the employment and 
compensation of public employees, and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:01 P.M. and 
everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 Police – New Business:  Change Personnel Issue to Resignation of Public Employee 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. Benza moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ April 26, 2021 regular 
meeting and the May 6, 2021 special meeting as submitted. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to hire Rachael Mervin as a full-time Bainbridge 
Township Peace Officer/Constable starting as a Probationary Patrolman Grade E with a 
starting salary of $57,035.80 effective May 13, 2021 per the recommendation of the police 
chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SWEARING-IN  
 
 Rachael Mervin was sworn in as a Peace Officer/Constable of the Bainbridge 
Township Police Department by Fiscal Officer Janice Sugarman. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
KENSTON COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
 

Mrs. Lynn Gotthardt from Kenston Community Education presented the report for the 
month of April 2021.  She reported that all spring sports have started even though the fields 
are wet. Football is proposing a budget since they will be needing new shoulder pads.  KCE 
has forged a good relationship with the Wembley Club for classes and sports programming.  
KCE gave out two $750.00 scholarships to Kenston seniors.  Lastly, they are looking at 
purchasing a new software program for their scheduling, etc. The complete report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.   

 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
 Mr. John Brett presented the service department report for the month of April 2021.  
He reported that the dog park is scheduled to open on May 28, 2021 for the season.  The 
service department finished building a new walkway/entrance for the police station.  Clean-
up week was a huge success with over 300 seniors who signed up for pick-up and over 700 
residents who dropped off.  He also reported that the township received a $10,000.00 grant 
to update the recycling center.  Mrs. Michelle Nelson of 7107 Oak Street asked Mr. Brett 
questions regarding her street erosion. Mr. Brett will get together with her to look at the 
problem she is encountering.  The complete service department report is attached to and 
becomes a permanent part of these minutes.   
 
FISCAL OFFICE REPORT 
 
 Mrs. Janice Sugarman presented the fiscal report for the month of April 2021.  The 
general fund balance is $2,444,432.19 as of April 30, 2021.  She reported that the fiscal 
office is currently working with the department heads and trustees on the 2022 tax budget 
and five-year plans.  The public hearing will be set for June 14, 2021 at 7:30 P.M.  The 
complete fiscal report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mrs. Michelle Nelson of 7107 Oak Street wanted to thank the zoning inspector and 
the trustees for the lower wattage LED bulb in the street light near her home.  She 
recommended to the trustees that they continue to put lower wattage bulbs in residential 
areas. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resignation of Public Employee 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to accept the resignation of Brandon Lacitiva per his 
resignation letter dated May 7, 2021 effective May 11, 2021 per the recommendation of the 
police chief. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS  
 
NatureWorks Grant – Resolution of Authorization 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve Resolution 05102021-A,  Authorization to 
Participate in the NatureWorks Grant Program, authorizing Trustee Kristina O’Brien to 
execute and file an application with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources by the June 
1, 2021 deadline. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bid Award Recommendation – RC-BAI-V-2021 
 

  Mrs. Benza made a motion to award the bid for project RC-BAI-V-2021, The 
Reconstruction of Various Roads, to Ronyak Paving, Inc. in the amount of $769,125.00 
pursuant to the recommendation of the county engineer and the service director.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of Plans/Authorization to Bid – PR-BAI-V-2021 
  
 Mrs. Benza moved to authorize Resolution 05102021-B ordering the Pavement 

Repairs of Various Roads including Lake Forest Court (TR-0153), Geauga Lake Road 

(TR-0183-B), East Craig Drive (TR-0372-B), Treetower Drive (TR-0385), Trillium Drive 

(TR-0386, Traymore Drive (TR-0387),Tanglewood Drive (TR-0484), Lake Forest Trail 

(TR-0486), Holly Springs Trail (TR-0488), Wren Road (TR-0500), Red Fox Trail (TR-

0385), and Buckthorn Drive (TR-0888), and per ORC 5573.01 as recommended by the 

Geauga County Engineer and the service director, and further authorizing the County 

Engineer to advertise the project for competitive bidding with bids to be received by 

10:00AM on May 28, 2021 and opened at 10:05AM on the same day. 

 

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Historical Society Lease 
 
 The trustees discussed the terms of the proposed lease with the Historical Society.  
Mrs. Benza will make the changes and forward the lease to the Historical Society for their 
review and approval. 
 
TOWN HALL – PENDING BUSINESS 
 
 The trustees briefly discussed the proposed waterline and the new contract for 
internet/fiber connections.  They asked that the Mutual Aid Agreements be moved up to Old 
Business for the next meeting on May 24, 2021. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Set Public Hearing Date – Tax Budget 2022 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to set the public hearing date for the 2022 tax budget for 
June 14, 2021 at 7:30 P.M. and authorize publication of same per the recommendation of 
the fiscal officer. 
 

Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve the purchase orders listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Requests 

1. Motorola Solutions, Inc. – Five Portable Radios/Charging Base - $19,245.40 (Police) 
2. Ronyak Paving, Inc. – RC-BAI-V-2021 - $769,125.00 (Roads)  
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FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVALS 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve Resolution 05102021-C as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed 
by the Road Department in the month of April 2021 – $5,594.68 

  
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 

Mrs. Benza made a motion to approve Resolution 05102021-D as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to set-up new Fund with Appropriations for FEMA grant 
  

 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated April 27, 2021 though May 10, 2021 
  
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices dated April 27, 2021 through 
May 10, 2021 of warrants #36774 through #36837 in the amount of $42,937.88 which are 
attached to and become a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions for the month of April 2021, #88-2021 through #128-2021 in 
the amount of $844,843.51 are attached to and become a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Board of County Commissioners: Resolution for bridge work on Rolling Brook Drive 

2. Letter and resume from Scott Carlson applying for economic development job 

 

LATE ADDITIONS 

 
 None. 
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 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 P.M. 
 
 
                                                                                      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 














































