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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 
Town Hall on April 13, 2020.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza 
(telephonically), Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, and Mr. Jeffrey Markley and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice 
Sugarman.   Mrs. O’Brien presided and called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to recess the regular meeting and go into executive 
session for the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, 
aye; Mr. Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:01 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session. 
 
 Mr. Jim Stanek, Mrs. Karen Endres, Chief Lou Ann Metz, and Chef Jon Bokovitz 
were invited into, and practiced social distancing, the executive session at 6:01P.M. and all 
but Chief Metz left at 6:36 P.M. 
 
 Chief Metz left executive session at 7:13 P.M. 
 

The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the employment and 
compensation of public employees, and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:14 P.M. and 
everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 Town Hall – New Business:  Move telework policy off this agenda and list under 
pending for future agendas 
 
MINUTES 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ March 23, 2020 regular 
meetings as submitted. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
 No department reports were given verbally.  Written reports are available for the 
residents. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Retirement of Public Employee 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to accept the retirement of Lt. Mark Lewis from the 
Bainbridge Township Fire Department effective immediately per the recommendation of the 
fire chief and with many thanks for his 30 years of service to the department. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Leave of Absence Extension 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to extend the leave of absence for Firefighter Bryce 
Vasko until August 6, 2020 per the recommendation of the fire chief.  He may return earlier 
with the approval of the fire chief. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Turnout Gear 
 
 The trustees discussed creating a policy for the return or purchase of turnout gear for 
part-time firefighters who leave the department.  Chief Metz will draft a policy for review by 
the trustees. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Accept Donations 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the donation of twenty-nine 
$20.00 gift cards from Fellowship Bible Church in the amount of $580.00 in accordance 
with ORC 505.10, and with extreme gratitude for the donation which will be distributed to 
the police officers for meals. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy (“Conservancy”)– Approval for Dog Park Fence 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to allow the Chair of the Board to sign the letter from the 
Conservancy of discretionary approval for the construction of a second permanent fenced 
dog park at the Centerville Mills conservation easement property per the recommendation of 
the service director. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
ODOT Winter Salt Contract 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 04132020-A authorizing 
participation in the ODOT Road Salt Contracts awarded in 2020, with revisions approved by 
Mr. Tom Pannett of ODOT, per the recommendation of the road superintendent. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Clean-up Days Discussion 
 
 Due to the social distancing quarantine, the 2020 Clean-up Days will be postponed.  
The trustees will work with Mr. Stanek on finding a later date and on the messaging to notify 
residents.  In addition, Mr. Markley will contact Cindy Wojtasik to discuss the fate of the 
Memorial Day Celebration. 
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Ditch Elimination 
 
 The trustees are looking at a ditch elimination policy, and they are currently in 
discussions with the Geauga County Engineer’s Office on the details.  This will be on the 
next agenda for action. 
 
Resolution of Convenience and Necessity – Improvements of Cedar Street 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to authorize Resolution 04132020-B, Resolution of 
Convenience and Necessity for the Improvements of Cedar Street TR 0170, allowing the 
Geauga County Engineer to prepare engineering plans in accordance with Section 
5573.01 of the Ohio Revised Code based on the recommendation of the service director 
and the Geauga County Engineer.  The resolution is attached and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
Resolution of Convenience and Necessity – Improvements of Snyder Road 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to authorize Resolution 04132020-C, Resolution of 
Convenience and Necessity for the Improvements of Snyder Road TR 0192 Section C, 
allowing the Geauga County Engineer to prepare engineering plans in accordance with 
Section 5573.01 of the Ohio Revised Code based on the recommendation of the service 
director and the Geauga County Engineer.  The resolution is attached and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously.   
 
TOWN HALL – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Rescind NOPEC NEC Resolution 03092020-A 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to rescind NOPEC Resolution 03092020-A adopted 
March 9, 2020. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
NOPEC NEC Grant Resolution 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Bainbridge Township Resolution 04132020-
D, finding it to be in the best interest of the township to accept the NOPEC grant in the 
amount of $41,088.00.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
NOPEC NEC Grant Agreement 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the 2020 NOPEC Energized Community 
Grant Agreement between NOPEC and Bainbridge Township to be signed by the Chair of 
the Board of Trustees. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                     
 Board of Trustees                                                         Regular 
 
 
          Monday, April 13,                                                                                            20 
 

4 
 

 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Set Public Hearing Date – Z-2020-1 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to set the trustees’ public hearing for Z-2020-1 for 
Monday, April 27, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. relative to the proposed amendments for Chapters 117, 
140, 141, 142, 143, 153, 155, 160, 177, and 190 and authorize that notice of the required 
public hearing be duly advertised as required by ORC 519.12. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously.  
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Audit 2020 
 
 Mrs. Sugarman reported that the 2020 audit will begin this week.  It will be handled 
remotely by the Auditor of State’s office. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase order list (Items 1- 4) as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Requests 

1. SCW – Computers/Equipment to upgrade three computers - $3,107.06 (General) 
2. Laerdal Medical Corporation – Training Supplies - $3,150.00 (Fire, EMS) 
3. Design Environmental – Surface Disinfecting - $12,000.00 (Fire) 
4. James Riley – Tuition - $2,515.40 (Fire) 

 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE RENEWALS/APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Certificates 

1. Road and Bridge – Operating Supplies - $15,000.00 
 
FISCAL RESOLUTION APPROVAL 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 04132020-E as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.    
 

- Resolution to transfer from General Fund to the Road Fund for work performed by 
the Road Department in the month of March 2020 – $4,337.34 
  

 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Checks Dated March 24, 2020 through April 13, 2020 
  
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices dated March 24, 2020 
through April 13, 2020of warrants #34310 through #34409 in the amount of $302,779.93.  
 
NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to, and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
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ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS 
 
 Electronic transactions for the month of March 2020, #80-2020 through #126-2020 in 
the amount of $550,003.44 are attached to and become a permanent part of these minutes.  
 
NOTE:  A register of said transactions is attached to, and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. ODOT – Request for Public Comment: Resurfacing and Drainage Project 
2. Geauga County Auditor – Notice of Intent – Complaint against valuation of real 

property 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mr. Pat Joyce of 7021 South Street asked the trustees and service director for help 
with the flooding in that area. He believes that more can be done to help the residents that 
are affected by the flooding.  Mr. Stanek and the trustees have been in receipt of Mr. 
Joyce’s emails, along with other residents in the Cedar St. area, and Mr. Stanek has had a 
meeting with the Geauga County Engineer regarding flooding issues.  When the “Stay at 
Home” order is lifted, a resident meeting will be held to discuss the potential options to try to 
alleviate the issues.    
 
 
 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 P.M. 
 
 
                                                                                      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 


















































