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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 
Town Hall on January 28, 2019.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza, Mr. 
Jeffrey Markley, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice S. Sugarman.  Mrs. 
Benza presided and called the meeting to order at 6:09 P.M.    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to go into executive session for the Employment and 
Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 
             
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, 
aye; Mr. Markley, aye. Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their regular meeting at 6:09 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  

 

Mrs. Karen Endres and Mr. Dave Dietrich were invited into the executive session at 

6:09 P.M. and left at 6:57 P.M.  

 
 The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the employment and 
compensation of public employees and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:01 P.M.   
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 

1. Late Addition:  Response to Woods of Wembley residents 
2. Late Addition:  Girl Scout Gold Award Proclamations 
3. Table nuisance resolutions 

 
MINUTES 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ February 11, 2019 
regular meeting as written. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye; Mr. 
Markley, aye. Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Jon Bokovitz gave the police department report for the month of January 2019 

after returning from kindergarten information night at Kenston.  He reported that petty theft 

was up last month from previous months.  He attributes this to better loss prevention at 

some of the main stores in the Marketplace area.  The 44th annual Safety Town is being 

planned for this summer.  Chief Bokovitz also attended the Girl Scout Gold Award 

Ceremony last Sunday representing Bainbridge Township.  Ms. Emily Cronin’s gold award 

project was updating the safe room at the police department.  Mr. Ted Seliga of Spring 

Valley asked when the next Coffee with Cops would be held.  Chief responded that they 

were planning on March.  In addition, Mr. Seliga asked about the road markings on Route 

306.  According to Chief, the markings should be fixed in the spring.  The complete police 

report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of January 
2019.  She reported that there is a warming shelter set up in Chardon due to the power 
outages in Geauga County from the wind storm.  For those Bainbridge residents that need a 
warm place to stay, they can meet at the Bainbridge Township Fire Department and be 
bussed to the Chardon shelter.  The fire department received 32 storm related calls on 
Sunday. She advised residents to be prepared for storms by checking the fuel in your 
generators and by checking your carbon monoxide detector.  In addition, she reminded 
residents that barricades are there for a reason.  Do not drive around them!  Other 
reminders included cleaning your dryer vents and shutting your water off if you are leaving 
your home for more than a few days.  The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mrs. Karen Endres presented the zoning department report for the month of January 

2019.  There were two new home permits issued, and they collected $3,650.00 in receipts.  

The complete zoning report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mr. Ian Friedman of 16405 Majestic Oaks Drive spoke on behalf of the Woods of 
Wembley residents expressing their opposition to the proposed structure in their 
neighborhood.  Their concerns included safety and environmental issues.  He delivered a 
petition to the trustees, which was signed by 80 residents of Woods of Wembley.  The 
trustees accepted the petition.  In addition to Mr. Friedman, three other residents spoke of 
their concerns and asked questions:  Mr. Tom Nolan of 8505 Woodbury, Mr. Richard Seif of 
8245 Woodbury, and Mr. Glenn Knific of 8460 Woodbury.  The trustees responded by 
reading a prepared letter that is attached to these minutes.  While the trustees appreciate 
the residents’ concerns, the Board of Zoning Appeals will have the final decision in the 
matter. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Metis Construction Contract 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the contract between Bainbridge Township 
and Metis Construction Services, LLC for renovations to the fire department gear room in 
the amount of $35,972.00 per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Tuition Reimbursement Approval 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the tuition reimbursement for Firefighter 
Phillip Anders for the Fire Administration Degree Program through Bowling Green University 
and Cuyahoga Community College at an estimated cost of $24,593 beginning in September 
2019 and in accordance with the terms of the Bainbridge Township Tuition Assistance 
Agreement per the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request - Measures 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Captain Bill 
Measures to attend the Fire Department International Conference in Indianapolis, IN from 
April 9-13, 2019 at an estimated cost of $2,351.16 per the recommendation of the fire chief 
and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Training Request - Martin 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Firefighter Thomas 
Martin to attend the Fire Department International Conference in Indianapolis, IN from April 
10-12, 2019 at an estimated cost of $1,315.11 per the recommendation of the fire chief and 
as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request - Burge 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Assistant Chief 
Wayne Burge to attend the Fire Department International Conference in Indianapolis, IN 
from April 10-12, 2019 at an estimated cost of $1,533.82 per the recommendation of the fire 
chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – E. Dobies 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Firefighter Eric 
Dobies to attend the Professional Grant Development workshop at the Ohio State University 
in Columbus, OH from March 4-5, 2019 at an estimated cost of $1,057.60 per the 
recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – Fisher 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Firefighter Lauren 
Fisher to attend the Professional Grant Development workshop at the Ohio State University 
in Columbus, OH from March 4-5, 2019 at an estimated cost of $997.60 per the 
recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
3rd Annual Egg Hunt 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to allow the fire department personnel to 
move forward with the planning of the 3rd annual Egg Hunt to be held on April 13, 2019 from 
10:00 A.M. to noon. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Retirement – Sgt. Frank Chickos 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the retirement of Sgt. Frank Chickos from 
the Bainbridge Township Police Department effective June 30, 2019 per the 
recommendation of the police chief. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Rehire – Sgt. Frank Chickos 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rehiring of Sgt. Frank Chickos to his 
same position effective July 1, 2019 per the recommendation of the police chief and 
consistent with the Bainbridge Township policy on retire/rehire. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Gerard Prepetit of 8666 Tanglewood Trail asked a question about retire/rehire 
which was explained by Mrs. Benza. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bid Award Recommendation – Road Maintenance Materials 
 

 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to award the bid for various road maintenance 
materials to The Arms Trucking Company, Kokosing Materials, Inc., Shelly Materials, Inc., 
Lafarge Great Lakes, and Cuyahoga Asphalt Materials as outlined in the bid tabulation table 
dated February 8, 2019, pursuant to the recommendation of the service director. The 
referenced table is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes.  
 

 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

 

 *At this point, Mrs. Christine Deacon asked the trustees to explain the voting process 
to the students in attendance.  Mrs. Benza and Mr. Markley explained how local government 
works and the roles of the trustees and the fiscal officer. 
 

2019 Mailer Approval 

 

 This item is tabled until the next meeting so that revisions can be made. 
 

Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Kenston Community Education 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from Kenston 
Community Education for the Bainbridge Town Hall as outlined in the request form for 2019 
for all activities except Friday swing dances in the amount of $10,780.00 per the 
recommendation of the service director, noting that this action includes retroactive approval 
as well as an exception for activity approval that is not in conformity with our guidelines 
requiring submission a minimum of six weeks prior to the events. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Kenston Community Education 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from Kenston 
Community Education for the Burns-Lindow building for Mondays in 2019 for chair yoga 
classes in the amount of $2,640.00 per the recommendation of the service director, noting 
that this action includes retroactive approval as well as an exception for activity approval that 
is not in conformity with our guidelines requiring submission a minimum of six weeks prior to 
the events. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Kenston Community Education 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from Kenston 
Community Education for the Lakeside building on Mondays for tabata classes and activities 
for the year 2019 as outlined in the request form in the amount of $2,580.00 per the 
recommendation of the service director, noting that this action includes retroactive approval 
as well as an exception for activity approval that is not in conformity with our guidelines 
requiring submission a minimum of six weeks prior to the events. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Chagrin Knolls Condominium Association 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Chagrin Knolls Condominium Association for the Bainbridge Town Hall meeting room on 
June 27, 2019 for their annual business meeting in the amount of $87.50 per the 
recommendation of the service director.  A building attendant fee of $35.00 will be paid. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Recovery Club 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Recovery Club for the Bainbridge Town Hall on April 7, 2019 for their annual 
spaghetti dinner fundraiser in the amount of $350.00 per the recommendation of the service 
director.  A building attendant fee of $150.00 will be paid. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to grant a cemetery deed for one grave to Frances G. 
Dunlop of 8524 Tanglewood Trail in the amount of $750.00. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a cemetery deed record for Section 13E, Lot No. 101, Grave 5.  
Mrs. Joan Demerjian and Mr. Dave Pfouts attested to their signatures. 
 
Disinterment Waiver 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to adopt and approve the proposed Bainbridge 
Township Cemetery Disinterment Waiver Form as prepared and approved by the Geauga 
County Prosecutor’s Office.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Nuisance Resolutions 
 
 This item will be tabled until a future meeting. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Fireworks Memo to Auburn Trustees 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to send a letter to the Auburn Trustees outlining the 
agreement between the two townships regarding payment for the yearly fireworks event at 
Kenston High School.   This item is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
NOPEC Event Sponsorship Grant 

 
  The trustees were in general agreement to utilize the $2,000.00 NOPEC event 

sponsorship grant for the Bainbridge Civic Club’s Holiday Lighting Ceremony and possibly 
the Fourth of July event. 

 
Employee Evaluation Form 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to change the employee evaluation form to 
a five-point scale similar to the department head form. 
  
Inside Millage Discussion 
 
 After a lengthy and thorough discussion, Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to move .2 
mills of the inside millage revenue for Bainbridge Township from Roads and Bridges to the 
General Fund effective in 2020. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
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 *Mr. Ted Seliga of Spring Valley spoke in opposition to this move.  He would like for 
the trustees to place a levy on the ballot for parks to let the residents decide.  Mr. Gil Myers 
of Chagrin Road asked how this would affect the Road Department.  The trustees explained 
the other sources of income that would supplement the Road and Bridge fund. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Job Description Approval – Planning and Zoning Coordinator 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the job description for a combined position of 
Assistant Zoning Inspector/Planning and Zoning Coordinator as outlined in the memo dated 
February 19, 2019 per the recommendation of the zoning inspector. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Employment of Public Employee 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to hire Mr. Dave Dietrich as the Assistant Zoning 
Inspector/ Planning and Zoning Coordinator on a part-time basis at a rate of $25.00 per hour 
effective March 18, 2019 per the recommendation of the zoning inspector. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
Training Request – Sugarman 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the training request for Mrs. Janice 
Sugarman to attend the Ohio Association of Public Treasurers’ Public Finance Officers 
Training in Sandusky, OH from June 12-14, 2019 at an estimated cost of $465.48 as 
specified in the training request. 
  
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase order request list (Items 1-4) 
below as submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Warren Fire Equipment – Lockers - $18,504.00 (Fire) 
2. Specialty Fitness Equipment – Elliptical Machine - $4,465.66 (Police) 
3. Time Warner Cable – Remainder of 2019 - $2,640.00 (Fire) 
4. Carter Lumber – Decking and Stairs Materials - $3,194.77 (Parks) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve invoice #1 below as submitted by the Fiscal 
Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mrs. O’Brien, abstain; Mr. 
Markley, aye. Motion carried. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the invoice list (Items 2-5) below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Invoices 
1. Taft – Economic Development - $810.00 (General) 
2. Clemans – Nelson – Professional Services - $981.25 (Roads, Fire, General) 
3. Morton Salt – Fill-up - $1,083.17 (Roads) 
4. Morton Salt – Fill-up - $13,665.71 (Roads) 
5. Morton Salt – Fill-up - $7,455.00 (Roads) 

 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE APPROVAL 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the blanket certificate listed below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously.  
 
Blanket Certificates 

1. Road and Bridge – Tools and Equipment - $10,000.00 
 
Checks Dated February 12, 2019 through February 25, 2019 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices February 12, 2019 through 
February 25, 2019 consisting of warrants #31654 through #31749 in the amount of 
$125,906.09. 
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. 2019 Patchwork Benefit:  April 13, 2019 to support the DDC Clinic 
2. Letter form Mr. Larry Koesel regarding real estate taxes on commercial properties 

 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Ted Seliga of Spring Valley commented again on his opposition to the millage 
shift citing what is required by the ORC.   
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
Woods of Wembley Response 
 
 The trustees made it a priority to respond to the many residents of the Woods of 
Wembley who have reached out to them through email, telephone, and letters regarding the 
proposed structure in their neighborhood. The trustees were in general agreement to 
approve a statement they had prepared, and Mrs. Benza read it during the Public 
Comments section of this meeting, acknowledging those communications and explaining the 
process through the Board of Zoning Appeals.  The statement is attached to and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes.   
 
Girl Scout Gold Award Proclamations 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation Honoring Miss Emily Anne 
Rolf Cronin on the achievement of her Girl Scout Gold Award. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation Honoring Miss Jessica 
Sunderhaft on the achievement of her Girl Scout Gold Award. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 9:34 P.M. 
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 




























