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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session at the Bainbridge 
Town Hall on February 24, 2020.  Those present were Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza, Mr. 
Jeffrey Markley, and Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman.  Mrs. 
O’Brien presided and called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to go into executive session for the Employment and 
Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and 
Preparing for Negotiations per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(4).   
   
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 6:02 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  They were joined by Mr. Jim Stanek, Chief Jon Bokovitz, and Chief Lou Ann Metz.  
 

Ms. Morena Carter of Littler was invited into the executive session at 6:02 P.M. and 
left at 6:35 P.M. 

 
Mr. James Budzik and Mr. Michael Quinlan of Mansour Gavin, LPA were invited into 

the executive session at 6:37 P.M. and left at 7:03 P.M. 
 
The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the employment and 

compensation of public employees and preparing for negotiations, and reconvened their 
regular meeting at 7:08 P.M. and everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

1. Andrea Pollack presentation moved to March 23, 2020 
2. Change invoice for Taft to $427.50 
3. Change invoice for Clemans-Nelson to $955.00 
4. Add: MOU Resolution 

 
MINUTES 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ February 10, 2020 regular 
meeting as written. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Proclamation of Appreciation – Linda Zimmerman 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to proclaim, recognize, and honor Mrs. Linda 
Zimmerman who has been in the employ of the township for thirty years.   
  
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien read the proclamation in its entirety to Mrs. Zimmerman and her family. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Jon Bokovitz presented the police department report for the month of January 
2020.  Chief Bokovitz spoke to the many students in the room and explained how the K9 
unit works when it visits Kenston High School.  The dogs do a sweep of the cars and the 
lockers.  Chief also informed the trustees that he would have a new officer candidate for 
them to interview very soon.  He mentioned the break-in at Dunkin Donuts and feels that 
they will solve the case very soon.  The complete police report is attached to and becomes a 
permanent part of these minutes. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of January 
2020.  She announced the Fire Department’s Citizen’s Academy from April 8 – May 20, 
2020 on Wednesdays from 6-9pm.  In addition, the Fourth Annual Easter Egg Hunt will on 
Saturday, April 4, 2020 from 10:00am to noon at the Fire Department. The complete fire 
report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mrs. Karen Endres presented the zoning department report for the month of January 
2020.   She reported $2,550.00 in receipts and zero housing starts for January.  She also 
mentioned that the zoning department will be upgrading their computers and software very 
soon. The complete zoning report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Leave of Absence Request 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the leave of absence request from Firefighter 
Bryce Vasko for personal reasons from February 10, 2020 through April 30, 2020 based on 
the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – Chief Metz 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the training request for Chief Lou Ann 
Metz to attend the 2020 Executive Fire Officer and Leadership Symposium at the 
National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, MD from April 17 – 18, 2020 at an estimated cost 
of $120.00 with the use of a township vehicle per the recommendation of the fire chief 
and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt Date Approval 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to approve the date for the Fourth 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 4, 2020 from 10:00 A.M. to noon at the Bainbridge 
Township Fire Department and adjacent fields. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Training Request – Marconi 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the training request for Elaine Marconi to 
attend the Administrative Assistant’s Conference in Columbus, OH from April 23-24, 
2020 at an estimated cost of $734.00 per the recommendation of the police chief and as 
specified in the training request. 
  
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Training Request – Chief Bokovitz 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the training request for Chief Jon Bokovitz 
to attend the Chief’s In-Service and Annual Conference in Columbus, OH from April 26-
28, 2020 at an estimated cost of $650.00 with the use of a township vehicle and per the 
recommendation of the police chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
MOU Update – Ohio EPA NPDES Phase 2 Program  
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding regarding 
Ohio EPA NPDES Phase 2 Program and Coordination by and between Geauga County 
Board of Commissioners, Geauga County Drainage Engineer, Geauga Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Geauga County Health District, Bainbridge Township, and the Geauga 
County Department of Water Resources, subject to review by the Geauga County 
Prosecutor’s Office. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Road Striping Contract Approval 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 02242020-A, a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees and the Geauga 
County Engineer for the application of pavement markings to various township roads in the 
year 2020. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Pay Grade Increase – Pandy 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the pay grade increase to $18.00 per hour for 
Morgan Pandy now that he has successfully completed his probationary period and obtained 
his commercial driver’s license effective February 29, 2020 per the recommendation of the 
service director. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Girl Scout Awards 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to issue certificates of achievement to the 
Girl Scouts from Troop 70852 who earned their Silver Award, and Troops 71522 and 71279, 
who earned their Bronze Awards. 
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Termination of Legal Counsel 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to terminate the Management Consultant Agreement 
dated March 14, 2016 with Clemans, Nelson & Associates as specified in said agreement 
effective March 13, 2020. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
GL Vision Statement 
 
 Mr. Markley gave an update on the Geauga Lake property.  He explained that there 
is an interested developer who was denied an application by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
Now that they are filing an administrative appeal, the trustees will begin negotiations with 
them regarding developing the property.  Whatever they decide, the developer will need to 
get sewer and water from the City of Aurora.  Mr. Markley also shared his vision for the 
property with the other trustees.  Mr. Kyle Quinlan, Kenston student and resident, asked if 
this property would ever be an amusement park again or somewhere that is open to the 
public.  Mr. Markley responded that it is his hope that the lake will have some component of 
public access no matter what is developed on the property. The complete vision statement 
from Mr. Markley is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. The 
trustees will provide additional thoughts and/or comments so as to allow a vison statement 
to be adopted by the board and able to be shared with local media and individuals who 
inquire about the direction and development of the property. The goal is to discuss the 
issues with legal counsel and then follow up with a vision statement that can be adopted. 
 
Limited Home Rule Government 
 
 Mrs. Benza gave an overview of the study that was done by a township appointed 
committee from 1999 through 2004 on alternative forms of government.  At that time, it was 
determined that the township would remain a township.  At this time, the trustees may 
consider proposing a Limited Home Rule Township structure, which gives the township 
more options and authority for governing, yet it remains a township.  One example is that the 
township could put initiatives on the ballot for the residents to consider.  That is not an 
option today.  The trustees want to compile a pro/con list to consider.  In addition, they will 
contact other townships that have made this change to determine the process and how and 
why they made the change.  If the trustees decide to move forward with this change, the 
residents would have the final decision as it would be placed on the ballot.  This will remain 
as a pending item on the agenda.  
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase order list (Items 1-7) below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 

1. Cleveland Clinic at Work – Pension Physicals - $3,369.00 (Fire) 
2. Minuteman Press -  Clean-Up Day Advertising - $5,000.00 (General) 
3. Tim Lally Chevrolet – Chevrolet 2020 Tahoe - $36,064.80 (Roads) 
4. Corridon Builders & Remodelers – TH Furnaces and A/C Unit - $28,225.00 

(General) 
5. Ganley Chevrolet – 2020 Chevy Tahoe K-9 Vehicle - $26,256.00 (Police) 
6. Hall Public Safety – Equipment for 2020 Chevy Tahoe - $19,424.57 (Police) 
7. Southern Computer Warehouse – Seven Desktop Computers - $9,806.78 (Police) 
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INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve invoice #1 listed below as submitted by the 
Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, abstain. Motion carried. 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve invoices #2 and #3 listed below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. Taft – Economic Development - $427.50 (General) 
2. Clemans – Nelson: Professional Services - $955.00 (General) 
3. Morton Salt, Inc. – Salt Fill-up - $50,698.77 (Roads) 

 
Checks Dated February 11, 2020 through February 24, 2020 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices February 11, 2020 through 
February 24, 2020 consisting of warrants #34020 through #34103 in the amount of 
$135,775.79. 
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Contact information from Ohio Treasurer Robert Sprague’s office  
2. Letter from Rob and Becky Thomas in support of Kelly’s Working Well Farm 
3. GTSWMD – Earth Day flyer.  Community Clean-up initiative 
4. Fair Housing Resource Center – Housing Conference April 30 and May 1, 2020 
5. Geauga County Veteran’s Services Office – Grave markers and flags 

 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 Mr. Gil Myers asked about the pros and cons of the Limited Home Rule government.  
The trustees will be researching those to help them make a decision.  One of the negatives 
mentioned is that the township would need to hire legal counsel and engineers…services 
that we currently receive through the county.  He also asked where we stood on the subject 
of single trash haulers.  Mr. Markley replied that nothing has been done. 
  
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 02242020-B, the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Bainbridge Township, the City of Aurora, and ICP, outlining terms 
and fees for a proposed JEDD. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to go into executive session for Preparing for 
Negotiations per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(4).   
    
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 8:36 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  
 

Chief Lou Ann Metz joined the executive session at 8:36 P.M. and left at 9:00 P.M. 
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The trustees returned from executive session, after preparing for negotiations, and 

reconvened their regular meeting at 9:00 P.M.  
 

 
 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 


















