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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in special session on November 25, 
2019 at 5:30 p.m. with notice duly given to all entities who so requested, followed by their 
regular session at the Bainbridge Town Hall on November 25, 2019.  Those present were 
Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza, Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, and Mr. Jeffrey Markley.  Mrs. Benza 
presided and called the meeting to order at 5:33 P.M.  Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice Sugarman 
joined the meeting at 6:40 P.M. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mrs. Benza made a motion to go into executive session for Request for Economic 
Development Assistance per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(8) and the Employment 
and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1).       
      
 Mrs. O’Brien seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 5:33 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  
 
 Mr. Christopher Semarjian, Mr. Austin Semarjian, Mr. Chris Salata, and Mr. Bill Kern 
of ICP; Attorneys Dale Markowitz and Bridey Matheney of Thrasher, Dinsmore, and Dolan; 
and Zoning Inspector Karen Endres and Mr. Dave Dietrich of Bainbridge Township were 
invited into the executive session at 5:33 P.M. and left at 6:40 P.M. 
 

Chief Jon Bokovitz was invited into the executive session at 6:47 P.M. and left at 
7:12 P.M. 

 
The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the request for 

economic development assistance and the employment and compensation of public 
employees and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:13 P.M. and everyone stood and 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 None. 
 
MINUTES 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ November 11, 2019 
regular meeting as written. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Eagle Scout Proclamations 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation of Eagle Scout 
Achievement for James Hayden Bryan bestowed on November 17, 2019. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation of Eagle Scout 
Achievement for Joseph Martin bestowed on November 17, 2019. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the Proclamation of Eagle Scout 
Achievement for Robert Sunderhaft bestowed on November 17, 2019. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Jon Bokovitz gave the police department report for the month of October 2019.  
He mentioned that Shop-with-a-Cop will be December 7, 2019 at WalMart at 9:00 A.M.  He 
explained that the officers have been able to grow beards since October for $50.00 per 
month with all proceeds going towards Shop-with-a-Cop.  Chief gave an update on the BP 
gas station robbery. It happened on a Saturday and the thief was arrested on the following 
Tuesday. He also warned residents to beware of deer.  There have already been numerous 
deer/car accidents in the township.  Resident JP Ayyappan asked if there was a way to 
communicate with residents in an emergency.  Chief reported that we have reverse 911 in 
addition to social media.  Lastly, he talked about the USO fundraiser with the fire 
department.  They filled a squad and a patrol vehicle with groceries for the USO.  The 
complete police report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of October 
2019.  She gave a few friendly reminders to residents regarding the holidays.   

1. Remember to deep fry your turkeys outside. 
2. Do not use faulty lights on fresh Christmas trees. 
3. Do not warm up your car in an attached garage because of the carbon monoxide 

fumes that could get into your house. 
4. Keep any lit candles visible and only burn for a short time. 
5. Plug space heaters directly into the wall, not into an extension cord. 

The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mrs. Karen Endres presented the zoning department report for the month of October 
2019.  The zoning department saw two new home starts and took in $4,025.00 in receipts 
for October.  Mrs. Endres updated the trustees on the status of future zoning amendments.  
Z-2019-4 will be heard at the Zoning Commission’s Public Hearing, which will be conducted 
during their meeting on November 26, 2019.  The Zoning Commission may also initiate Z-
2019-5 at that time.  Mrs. Benza gave a recap of how and why the township is updating the 
Zoning Resolution.  The complete zoning report is attached to and becomes a permanent 
part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Playground Discussion  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien reported that the resident playground group has met on a number of 
occasions, most recently on November 14, 2019.  The participants have created a wish list 
and a timeline, and some residents attended tonight’s meeting to be sure that they are on 
task with what the trustees expect.  Mrs. Julie Shaden spoke about their group.  They have 
broken into subcommittees and are committed to moving forward with the trustees’ blessing. 
Mr. JP Ayyappan explained that they believe their focus to be on the Rover Road Park 
playground at this point.  It was determined that Mrs. O’Brien would work with the group and 
the township service department to secure quotes by the end of the year to replace what 
was removed. 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Change Order #1 and Final Pay Application – PR-BAI-V-2019 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the change order #1 for project PR-BAI-V-
2019, The Asphalt Improvement of Various Roads, which reflects a decrease in the total 
contract cost with Ronyak Paving, Inc. by $48,210.50 per the recommendation of the service 
director and the Geauga County Engineer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the final pay application for project PR-BAI-
V-2019, The Asphalt Improvement of Various Roads, in the amount of $20,394.10 paid to 
Ronyak Paving, Inc. per the recommendation of the service director and the Geauga County 
Engineer, noting that the maintenance bond and corrective action period will run from 
September 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Temporary/Winter Dog Park 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to allow the fencing off and creation of a 
winter dog play park area at CVM, with our great thanks to our Service Department 
employees and the Bainbridge dogs, along with their human companions, who use and 
support the dog park area. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Gift Baskets for Volunteer Boards/Committees 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve providing gift baskets to all the township 
volunteer board members as outlined in the 2019 recipient list with many thanks for their 
service to the township. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
Spirit of Bainbridge Article Dates 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to keep the same reduced schedule for 
Spirit of Bainbridge articles as in 2019. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Hearing for Zoning Amendment Z-2019-3 at 7:30 P.M. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to recess this regular meeting at 7:36 P.M. and call to 
order this public hearing to consider Z-2019-3. Legal notice of this public hearing was 
published in the News Herald Daily paper on November 15, 2019. Additionally, the proposed 
zoning amendment Z-2019-3 has been available for public examination and review at the 
Township Fiscal Office from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. from November 15, 2019 - today, 
November 25, 2019.  
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 Public Hearing: Z-2019-3 involves amending chapters 157 (agriculture), 159 
(environmental standards), 185 (blasting), and 186 (wireless communications towers and 
facilities).  The Zoning Commission held a duly advertised public hearing on this amendment 
on October 29, 2019 and at that hearing read and considered the recommendation of the 
Geauga County Planning Commission (GCPC). The Planning Commission recommended 
several modifications to the proposed amendment, as well as the Definitions chapter 
(perhaps for future consideration) but the Zoning Commission has recommended approval 
as drafted. 
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Summary of Amendment Z-2019-3 
 
The amendment to Chapter 157 (Agriculture) addresses and makes cosmetic corrections. 
 
The amendment to Chapter 159 (Environmental Standards) was a total re-write. We deleted 
the previous language and more clearly defined the purpose and intent, definitions, local 
requirements, and provisions for compliance with state and federal regulations. (GCPC 
recommended a grammatical revision.) 
 
The amendment to Chapter 185 (Blasting) similar to the changes in chapter 157, these 
changes are cosmetic corrections. (GCPC recommends that we consider some definition 
adjustments in our definitions chapter.) 
 
The amendment to Chapter 186 (Wireless Telecommunications) includes some additional 
definitions and applicable standards, cleans up some cosmetic issues, and adds a 
notification requirement in accordance with the ORC. (Similarly for this chapter, GCPC 
recommends that we consider some definition adjustments in our definitions chapter.) 
 
 Mrs. Benza called for comments in favor of the amendment.  There were no 
comments. 
 
 Mrs. Benza called for comments against the amendment.  There were no comments. 
 
 Mrs. Benza closed the public hearing at 7:40 P.M. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to adopt Resolution 11252019-A approving Zoning 
Amendment Z-2019-3. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
 *This zoning amendment shall become effective in thirty days unless a valid 
referendum petition is submitted to the Board of Trustees pursuant to ORC 519.12. 
 
Appointment of Legal Counsel 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve and allocate an amount not to exceed 
$3,000.00 for legal services to be provided to the Bainbridge Township Board of Zoning 
Appeals for guidance in issues connected with the interpretation of Agritourism as pertains 
to the allegation of error by our Zoning Inspector. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Retention of Court Reporter 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve and allocate an amount not to exceed 
$2,000.00 for court reporting/transcription services to be provided at the Bainbridge 
Township Board of Zoning Appeals hearing connected with the interpretation of Agritourism 
as pertains to the allegation of error by our Zoning Inspector. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion to approve the purchase order list (Items 1-6) below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mr. Markley seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Purchase Order Request List 

1. Hall Public Safety – Equipment Install - $31,592.50 (Police) 
2. Highway Garage – Vehicle Maintenance - $3,000.00 (Police) 
3. Love Insurance – 2020 Renewal - $74,610.00 (General, Police, Fire, Roads) 
4. Ullman Oil – Fuel - $15,000.00 (Roads) 
5. Winter Equipment – Cutting Edges - $12,982.00 (Roads) 
6. SCW – Computer Upgrades - $5,807.31 (Fire) 

 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the invoice list (Items 1-5) below as submitted 
by the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 

1. CLOUT – 2020 Membership Renewal - $200.00 (General) 
2. Clemans-Nelson – Professional Services - $422.50 (General, Police) 
3. Geauga County ADP Board – IT Services - $3,991.13 (Police) 
4. Geauga County ADP Board – IT Services - $2,970.95 (Fire) 
5. Physio Control, Inc. – Maintenance Agreement Installment - $8,490.60 (Fire) 

 
 
BLANKET CERTIFICATE APPROVAL 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the blanket certificate list (Items 1-3) below 
as submitted by the Fiscal Officer.    
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously.  
 
Blanket Certificates 

1. General – Travel and Meeting - $500.00 
2. Fire – Office Supplies - $500.00 
3. Roads – Repairs and Maintenance - $5,000.00 

 
Checks Dated November 12, 2019 through November 25, 2019 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices November 12, 2019 through 
November 25, 2019 consisting of warrants #33472 through #33556 in the amount of 
$63,713.48. 
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part of 
these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Geauga County Planning Commission: Need potential names for a steering 
committee for updates to the County Plan. 

2. Geauga County Engineer’s Office:  Correction made to name of Cats Den Road 
3. Cleveland Metroparks: Deer Management Program 
4. Solon Planning Commission:  Public Hearing December 10, 2019 at 7:30pm 

 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 None. 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 None. 
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 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 P.M. 
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ______________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 


























