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 The Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees met in regular session with a special 
executive session starting at 5:00 P.M. on January 27, 2020 at the Bainbridge Town 
Hall. Those present were Trustees Mrs. Lorrie Benza, Mrs. Kristina O’Brien, and Mr. 
Jeffrey Markley, and Fiscal Officer Mrs. Janice S. Sugarman.  Mrs. O’Brien presided 
and called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to go into special executive session for Request for 
Economic Development Assistance per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(8) 
and the Employment and Compensation of Public Employees per Ohio Revised 
Code Section 121.22(G)(1).         
    
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 5:00 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  
 
Mr. Chris Connelly was invited into the executive session by phone at 5:15 P.M. and 
left at 5:45 P.M. 
 
Mr. Tom FitzSimmons was invited into the executive session at 5:55 P.M. and left at 
7:00 P.M. 
 
The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the request for 
economic development assistance and the employment and compensation of public 
employees and reconvened their regular meeting at 7:04 P.M. and everyone stood 
and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
1. Add Park Committee Discussion under Late Additions 
2. Table GL Vision Statement under Town Hall – New Business 
3. Table Termination of Legal Counsel under Town Hall – New Business 
 
MINUTES 
 
 Mr. Markley moved to approve the minutes of the trustees’ January 13, 2020 
regular meeting as written. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, aye; Mrs. 
O’Brien, aye. Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Jon Bokovitz gave the police department report for the month of December 
2019. He also gave the end-of-year 2019 report.  He noted that overall the number 
of calls was down due to fewer house checks.  The complete police report is 
attached to and becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chief Lou Ann Metz presented the fire department report for the month of 
December 2019.  She reported that the response time for the department is more 
than a minute under the national average.  She is utilizing the new hires by sending 
them out into the community and helping with business inspections.  She mentioned 
that Assistant Chief Lovell has already done 35 inspections this month.  In addition, 
she is focusing this year on the ISO rating.  Mr. Dave Pfouts of Snyder Road asked 
about dry hydrants and the insurance rating.  Chief Metz explained how it works.  
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The complete fire report is attached to and becomes a permanent part of these 
minutes. 
 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mrs. Karen Endres presented the zoning department report for the month of 
December 2019 and end-of-year 2019.  In December, there were three new home 
permits and receipts of $3,300.00. The complete zoning report is attached to and 
becomes a permanent part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 None. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Training Request - MacKenzie 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the training request for Mrs. Prudy 
MacKenzie to attend the 2020 Administrative Assistant’s Conference in Columbus, 
OH from April 23 – 24, 2020 at an estimated cost of $646.00 per the 
recommendation of the fire chief and as specified in the training request. 
  
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Resignation of Public Employee 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to accept the resignation of Firefighter Benjamin 
Dingledine from the Bainbridge Township Fire Department effective January 15, 
2020 based on the recommendation of the fire chief. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Request to Accept Donations 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to accept the anonymous donation in 
the amount of $100.00 in accordance with ORC 505.10. 
 
Aladtec Agreement 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to enter into an agreement between Bainbridge 
Township and Aladtec for an annual subscription of a Scheduling and Workforce 
Management System in the amount of $2,995.00 per year per the recommendation 
of the police chief. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT – OLD BUSINESS 
 
Playground Recommendation 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien updated the other trustees on the latest resident committee meeting 
that was held last week.  Ms. Becky Obradovic was also in attendance.  Mrs. 
O’Brien reported that committee reviewed and compared all of the playground 
quotes that they have received.  At this point, they are waiting on some answers 
from a few vendors and hope to have a recommendation for the trustees at the next 
BOT meeting.    
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Annual Township Highway Mileage Certification 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to certify in writing to the Director of the Ohio 
Department of Transportation that Bainbridge Township is responsible for 
maintaining 84.128 miles of public roads as of December 31, 2019.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bahai’s of Chagrin Falls 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bahai’s of Chagrin Falls for the Bainbridge Town Hall on February 29, 2020 for their 
holiday celebration in the amount of $202.50.  A building attendant fee of $67.50 
would be paid.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion. Vote:  Mrs. Benza, no; Mr. Markley, no; Mrs. 
O’Brien, no. Motion denied. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Civic Club 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Civic Club for the Bainbridge Town Hall on January 15, 2020 for the 
NEO Mind Challenge in the amount of $70.00 per the recommendation of the 
service director.  A building attendant fee of $30.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Civic Club 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Civic Club for the Bainbridge Town Hall on January 8, February 5, 
March 4, April 1, May 6, October 7, and November 4, 2020 for their monthly 
meetings in the amount of $857.50 per the recommendation of the service director.  
A building attendant fee of $367.50 will be paid.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Civic Club 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Civic Club for Centerville Mills Dining Hall on August 21-22, 2020 for the 
Community Ox Roast in the amount of $3,470.00 per the recommendation of the 
service director.  A building attendant fee of $90.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Request for Rental Fee Waiver – Bainbridge Civic Club 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the rental fee waiver request from the 
Bainbridge Civic Club for Centerville Mills Dining Hall on September 2, 2020 for 
their annual recruitment event in the amount of $280.00 per the recommendation of 
the service director.  A building attendant fee of $60.00 will be paid.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
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Request to Advertise for Bid – Road Materials 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to allow the fiscal officer to advertise for bids for 
Road Maintenance Materials as specified in the service department’s submitted list 
with a bid opening on February 14, 2020 at 10:05 A.M. per the recommendation of 
the road superintendent.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Cemetery Deed 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to grant a cemetery deed for one grave to Maurice 
Allan Norman c/o 9909 McCracken Road, Garfield Heights, OH 44125 in the 
amount of $1,500.00. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 The trustees signed a Deed for Restland Cemetery, Section 14, Lot No. 48, 
Grave 5.  Mr. Dave Pfouts and Ms. Becky Obradovic attested to their signatures. 
 
TOWN HALL – OLD BUSINESS 
 
NOPEC Charging Station Grant Agreement 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to rescind the motion from January 13, 2020 
approving the NOPEC charging station agreement as amended. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the NOPEC charging station agreement 
with the new language that was reviewed and approved by the Geauga County 
Prosecutor’s Office, as well as a few additional revisions. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
TOWN HALL – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Proclamation 
 
 The trustees were in general agreement to support the proclamation of 
appreciation for Mrs. Joan Demerjian. 
 
Termination of Legal Counsel 
 
 This action will be tabled until a future meeting. 
 
Hiring of Legal Counsel 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve Resolution 01272020-A retaining the 
services of Attorney Tom FitzSimmons of Singermen, Mills, Desberg, & Kauntz for 
economic development assistance concerning the Mixed Use Planned Unit 
Development District, at $265.00 per hour. Additional details will be provided in a 
letter of engagement which is forthcoming. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
GL Vision Statement 
 
 This action will be tabled until a future meeting. 
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FISCAL OFFICE - NEW BUSINESS 
 
PURCHASE ORDER APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the purchase order list (Items 1-8) below 
as submitted by the Fiscal Officer. 
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order Request List 
1. Ohio BWC – Policy True-Up - $4,410.00 (All) 
2. Chagrin/Southeast Council of Governments – Annual Membership - $3,500.00 
(Fire) 
3. Hershberger Roofing & Siding, LLC – Salt Barn Repair - $48,950.00 (Roads) 
4. Alamo Group – John Deere 6110 - $167,299.20 (Roads) 
5. Xavier University- Soeder Tuition - $3,856.80 (Police) 
6. Emergency Reporting – Software for Fire and EMS - $2,895.00 (Fire/EMS) 
7. Aladtec, Inc. – Employee Scheduling - $2,995.00 (Police) 
8. Valley Enforcement Group – Annual Dues - $10,000.00 (Police) 
 
INVOICE APPROVALS 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to approve the invoice list (Items 1-4) below as 
submitted by the Fiscal Officer.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 
 
Invoices 
1. Taft – Economic Development Incentives - $562.50 (General) 
2. Clemans Nelson – Professional Services - $422.50 (Police, General) 
3. Morton Salt – Salt Fill-up - $6,931.58 (Roads) 
4. Geauga County Treasurer – 2019 Tax Bill - $707.82 (General) 
 
Checks Dated January 14, 2020 through January 27, 2020 
 
 The trustees examined and signed checks and invoices January 14, 2020 
through January 27, 2020 consisting of warrants #33829through #33911 in the 
amount of $85,829.43. 
 
 NOTE:  A register of said checks is attached to and becomes a permanent part 
of these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
1. NEFCO – Change of Date on public meeting 
 
PUBLIC INTERACTION 
 
 None. 
 
LATE ADDITIONS 
 
 Mr. Markley and Mrs. Benza met with the members of the Bainbridge Township 
Park Committee on January 15, 2020 to gauge their continued interest in serving.  
The committee membership is down from seven members to three, though Ms. 
Becky Obradovic and Mr. Roger Weiss have expressed an interest in serving. 
 
Each of the members shared their individual reasons for volunteering on the Parks 
Committee. The trustees discussed with members that a review of minutes from the 
last year or so did not really reflect action or direction, so they wanted to understand 
if members wished to continue as a committee. Trustees noted that the employees 
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in the Service Department have suggested holding Focus Group discussions as a 
method for obtaining input and action.  
 
Following what trustees hope will prove to have been a reinvigorated commitment, 
the trustees indicated they are willing to have a 5-member committee for the 
balance of this calendar year, and evaluate the need and effectiveness at the end of 
the year.  
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to appoint Ms. Becky Obradovic and Mr. Roger 
Weiss to the Bainbridge Township Park Committee for terms ending December 31, 
2020.  
 
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion that was passed unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mr. Markley made a motion to go into executive session for Request for 
Economic Development Assistance per Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(8). 
     
 Mrs. Benza seconded the motion.  Vote followed:  Mrs. Benza, aye; Mr. Markley, 
aye; Mrs. O’Brien, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The trustees recessed their meeting at 8:15 P.M. in order to go into executive 
session.  
 
 Mr. Christopher Semarjian, Mr. Austin Semarjian, Mr. Chris Salata, and Mr. Bill 
Kern of ICP and Attorney Dale Markowitz of Thrasher, Dinsmore, and Dolan were 
invited into the executive session at 8:15 P.M. and left at 9:51 P.M. 
 
 The trustees returned from executive session, after considering the request for 
economic development assistance and reconvened their regular meeting at 9:51 
P.M. 
 
 
 Since there was no further business to come before this regular meeting of the 
Bainbridge Township Board of Trustees, the meeting was adjourned at 9:52 P.M. 
                                           
          Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                      Janice S. Sugarman, 
                                                                                      Fiscal Officer, Bainbridge 
Township 
 
 
_____________________________________           ________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
_____________________________________           ________________________ 
                                                                                                           Date 
 
Minutes Read:  __________________ 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  _______________ 


























