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OPEN BURNING POLfCY 
Effective August 1, 1988 

Revised August 2004 
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Fire Chief 

Burning permits will only be issued to those presenting a copy of such a permit from the 
Ohio EPA or Lake County General Health District. 

Requests for burning permits must contain the following: 
L Location of bum 
2. Who is to burn, i.e. resident, contractor, etc. 
3. What are you going to burn? 
4. Copy ofEPA permit. 

This Department will not issue any burning permits in the restricted area as defined by 
the Ohio EPA and will issue permits to only homeowners disposing of agricultural waste 
products or ceremonial fires in the unrestricted area. 

Requests for EPA permits must be made to Burt Mechenbier, Air Pollution Control 
Supervisor at 440-350-2543 of the Lake County General Health District- 33 Mill Street, 
Painesville, Ohio 44077. 

Requests for permits from the Fire Department are to be made in person between the 
hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00p.m. weekdays at the Fire Station. 

The following conditions are placed on permits in addition to those by the EPA: 
1. Burning to be done during daylight hours only. 
2. Burning to be done a minimum of 50 feet from any structure. 
3. Burning to be attended at all times with a charged hose line. 
4. Pile of debris not to exceed 5 feet in diameter x 5 feet in height. 
5. Should the Fire Department receive a complaint about the burn, the applicant will 

be required to extinguish the fire. 
6. Failure to obtain a permit or to extinguish the fire when ordered to do so could 

result in prosecution. 
7. Maximum time on permit is seven (7) days. 
8. No materials are to be burned which contain rubber, grease, asphalt or liquid 

petroleum products. 
9. Fire is to be set only when atmospheric conditions will readily dissipate 

contaminants. 

A copy of the EPA open burning standards is available at the Fire Station. 

Fire Safety is Everyone's Responsibifily 



I hereby 
make the above application for permission to conduct open burning and I do verily believe that 
the information set forth above, is true and complete. If authorized, said open burning will occur 
only when prevailing winds are away from populated areas. I hereby certify that materials will 
be dried and stacked (if appropriate) and otherwise prepared for burning in such a manner as to 
provide for the most complete combustion and least emission. I further certifY that such open 
burning will not create a visibility hazard on roadways, railroad tracks or air fields and that such 
burning will be performed at a point on the premises most remote from residential or populated 
areas. 

Signature _________ _______ ____ __:Date ______ _ 

This application for permission to conduct open burning is hereby: 

Approved 

Denied 

Signature 
Local Air Agency 

Important Notice: 

Approved 

Denied 

Signature 
Local Fire Chief 

SPECIAL TERMS AND CO~"Jlll:HTiONS 

A separate application to open burn must be filed for each specific project. 
Applications must be filed at least 10 days before the fire is to be set. 

Please complete the application and return to the Lake County General Health District at the 
letterhead address. 



Date: 

LAKE COUNTY GENERAL HEAL 1H DISTRICT 
33 MILL STREET, PAINESVILLE, OillO 44077 

440-350-2543 440-918-2543 440-298-3334 EXT. 2543 

APPI.iCA TION FOR PERMISSION TO CONDUCT OPEN BURNING 

-----------------------------------------------
Name: Phone --------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------
Mailing Address:------------------------------
Cizy: __________________________ ~--- Zip: ________________ ___ 

1. What is the purpose of the open burning? 

2. · Describe the natme and quantities of materials to be burned: 

3. What is the address of the burning site?----------------------------------------------­
-------------:----:-----:-:-:---------:-city, Twp, Village (circle). Please attach a 
map showing the location and distances to the nearest residence, roadway and structure. 

4. Is the burning site located within a restricted area? 

Restricted areas are: 
* Within the boundaries of any municipal corporation. 
* Within corporation limits and a 1,000 foot zone outside 

any municipal corporation having a population of 1,000 
to 10,000. 
Within corporation limits and a one mile zone outside 
any municipal 
corporation with a population of more than 10,000. 

5. Describe the method of burning to be employed, including burn pile size and what fuels, 
if any, will be used to ignite the fire. 

6. List the date(s) on which the burning will occur: 

If space provided in Items I - 6 is insufficient, additional information may be attached as appendices. 


